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Weston-super-Mare Town Council
BUDGET 2009/2010

In preparing the budget for 2009/2010, the Council were mindful of the current economic situation and the strain which it may put upon taxpayers.  For that reason, it endeavoured to continue to expand its services to the community, whilst at the same time keeping the cost to a very minimum.  As a result, the increase for this year amounted to just 1.1%, against an inflation figure which was, at the time, 4.5%.

MAJOR IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE YEAR

Water Play Feature

The water play feature which is outlined in detail elsewhere on the site, is to cost around £400,000, and will be funded by loan, the charges for which are included within the budget.  

Blakehay Theatre

Major refurbishment of the Blakehay Theatre is scheduled for the year, which will include the provision of new toilets, a lift to the first floor, sound proofing to enable the two community rooms at ground and first floor level to be used in isolation from the auditorium, and a general redecoration of the facility.

The net result will be the ability to play host to three community groups at any one time, as well as to improve the theatrical use of the building.  As a result, income will increase and overall costs of the facility reduce.

Chapel

The chapel within Milton Road cemetery is currently closed due to the unstable state of the Tower.  However, provision has been made within the budget for repairs to the tower, including the restoration of the bell, which has been unused for around 30 years.

It is hoped that following these repairs, the chapel can be used for historical exhibitions and that a “friends” organisation will be formed to assist with research on, and improvement, to the cemetery.

Community Services

The Town Council has reviewed its work within the Community and as a consequence, has re-allocated funds within its budget specifically for community support.  In addition to the many grants it currently makes available to community organisations, it has been decided to run a series of local events which can be attended by local taxpayers without charge.  

Other work which has been undertaken for the first time includes our newsletter, the first edition of which was circulated throughout the town in December, and this new website which will be regularly updated and provide a much improved service.

Our work on South West in Bloom will continue, and the Council is most grateful to the Committee which gives so much of its time in pursuit of this service.  In addition, the budget for Christmas lighting has been increased and it is hoped that in 2009, a much better display can be provided.

Milton Road Cemetery

The Council is most pleased with our staffs who work at the cemetery, for the improvements which they have carried out in the last year.

As a consequence, all work in the cemetery will be undertaken in house, rather than outsourced, as we seek to restore the cemetery to a condition of which we can all be proud.

Parks and Play Areas

Our range of parks and play areas continues to be expanded, with the Millennium Green at the Potteries being added to our portfolio in the current year.

In addition, it is intended to carry out improvements to Ellenborough Park East.  

The Council is also conscious of the need to encourage exercise within the older community and will look at the provision of a “life trail” in the next financial year.

GRANT FUNDING

In providing any of its services, the Council seeks at all times to supplement its income from taxpayers by means of grant aid.  For that reason, we are currently looking at a variety of grant possibilities to make up for the fact that at Town Council level, we receive no funding whatsoever from the Government.  

Councillor a Horler, Leader of the Council
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	Cost Code
	Expenditure
	 Income 
	Net

	
	
	
	

	Allotments
	                     16,165 
	                        2,500 
	                     13,665 

	Barcode
	                   244,677 
	                   131,516 
	                   113,161 

	Blakehay Bar   
	                            3,000 
	                        5,000 
	-                      2,000 

	Blakehay Theatre
	                   151,069 
	                     43,000 
	                   108,069 

	Capital Projects
	                     65,000 
	
	                     65,000 

	Civic Support
	                     63,879 
	
	                     63,879 

	Community Services
	                   189,573 
	                     10,000 
	                   179,573 

	Democratic Representation
	                     80,351 
	
	                     80,351 

	Milton Road Cemetery
	                   144,445 
	                     16,000 
	                   128,445 

	Other Costs & Income
	                   137,679 
	                     12,000 
	                   125,679 

	Parks & Play Areas
	                   143,771 
	                     25,000 
	                   118,771 

	Planning
	                     28,316 
	
	                     28,316 

	Strategic Planning
	                   106,651 
	
	                   106,651 

	Street Furniture
	                     35,782 
	
	                     35,782 

	Youth Activities
	                     10,894 
	
	                     10,894 

	
	
	
	

	 TOTAL 
	 £ 1,421,251 
	         245,016 
	 £ 1,176,235 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	PRECEPT 2009/2010
	
	
	 £ 1,176,235 


