Allotment Mgt Mins 16.12.09
WESTON-SUPER-MARE TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE ALLOTMENT MANAGEMENT 
SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING
HELD AT GROVE HOUSE ON 16TH DECEMBER 2009

Meeting Commenced: 7.00 p.m. 				Meeting Concluded: 7.52 p.m. 

PRESENT: Councillors Darke, Cleland, Hitchins and King.

IN ATTENDANCE: Tania Middlemiss (Assistant Town Clerk), Sam Middlemiss (Committee Clerk), Site Representatives: - George Raines – Hutton Moor; Mike Phillips – Hutton Moor and Peter Lane – Kewstoke.

Prior to the commencement of the meeting, the Chairman awarded the Allotment Competition winners with their certificates and annual trophy.

Mr. Payne		-	Best Plot at Kewstoke
Mr. Little		-	Best Plot at Redpits
Mr. Moore 		-	Best Plot at Hutton Moor
Mr.  & Mrs. Wilmot 	-	Best Plot at Rectors Way (not present) 

Mr. Little 		-	Overall Best Allotment (awarded a trophy) 
Mr. Little		-	Best Newcomer 

The Committee applauded the winners on their achievements, and the Chairman invited them to stay for the meeting if they wished.

At this point the allotment tenants left the meeting.
 
	
415.
	
Election of Vice Chairman 

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Hitchins
SECONDED BY: Councillor Cleland

RESOLVED: That Councillor King be elected Vice Chairman of the Allotment Management Sub-Committee.


	
416.
	
Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from Graham Phillips (Site Representative for Redpits) and Clive Wall (Site Representative for Rectors Way). 
 



	
417.
	
Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest received.


	
418.
	
Minutes from the previous meeting held on 6th August 2009

PROPOSED BY: Councillor King
SECONDED BY: Councillor Hitchins 

RESOLVED: That these Minutes be accepted and signed as a true record.


	
419.
	
To receive and consider details of the current Allotment Waiting List

A report was circulated at the meeting from the Amenities Officer which only indicated updates to August 2009.

Mr. Raines notified the Committee that the list had been updated to December 2009 and that the number of people on the list was approximately 200.

RESOLVED: Mr. Raines would e-mail the Assistant Town Clerk an updated allotment waiting list for the Town Council’s records.
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To receive reports from Allotment Site Representatives 

i) Rectors Way

Mr. Raines reported on the site on behalf of Clive Wall.

All plots were currently let, the majority of them were being worked, some were lacking attention and this had been put down to the weather. The rhyne was no longer a cause for concern and Clive thanked the Town Council for their assistance in this matter. 

ii) Redpits 

  Mr. Raines reported on the site on behalf of Graham Phillips.

Mr. Wall wished to thank the Town Council for the two troughs. Again a couple of   plots were unworked and this was due to the weather.

iii) Hutton Moor 

Mr. Raines reported that 2 plots had recently been re-let, a further 10 plots were due to be re-let as currently unworked.

The track was still a problem, with holes still appearing in it but the Allotment Club would be dealing with it.

The Chairman assured him that any problems with the track be reported to the Town Council as soon as possible and assistance could be arranged.

iv) Kewstoke

Peter Lane reported, as the new representative for the site, that every plot had been let and was being worked, and the troughs were working fine. 
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Allotment Club Items for discussion 

i) Land at Bournville 

 Mr. Raines enquired as to whether the Town Clerk and Amenities Officer had anything further to report on the situation with the land, as they had agreed to investigate further at the last Allotment meeting in August.

The Chairman informed that he had nothing further to report. The Assistant Town Clerk advised that no response had been provided and would forward the matter to the Town Clerk or the Amenities Officer for a response.

Councillor King notified the meeting that the Town Council was awaiting a response from the Healthy Living Centre.

Mr. Raines expressed his concerns over the loss of the land if it was not claimed.

The Chairman explained that to his knowledge, North Somerset Council owned a fraction of the land and were not prepared to sell it, but this needed to be clarified.

RESOLVED: 

1) That the Town Council would investigate the ownership and boundaries of the land and report back to the Allotment Management Sub Committee.

2) That the Healthy Living Centre be chased for a response, and a copy of the latest  letter sent  from the Town Council to the Healthy Living Centre be copied to Councillor King.

ii)  Land at Locking Castle

     The Chairman informed the meeting that there had been lots of chasing around and meetings with Persimmon, the company who North Somerset Council employed to convert the land. A specialist from Natural England was scheduled to visit the land in March 2010 to investigate the newts that were using the land as their habitat and to see how much they had spread. 

The Chairman assured the Committee that he would do his very best to chase for an answer. 

Mr. Raines asked for an update on the possibility of the Allotment Club taking over the management of Redpits and Kewstoke allotment sites.

The Chairman informed that he did not have anything to report on the subject at present.

RESOLVED: The Amenities Officer would update the Allotment Club with the status and details of devolved management of the two sites at the earliest convenience. 

The Chairman asked Mr. Lane for his view on devolving the management of the Kewstoke allotment site to the Allotment Club. Mr. Lane advised that although new to the position as site representative he would be happy to embark on this idea.  

Mr. Lane worked for Weston College and was aware that the college rented an allotment on the Hutton Moor site under the name of Mr. Collins. He notified the Chairman that the college would no longer need the plot and suggested that Mr. Collins be contacted.

RESOLVED: That the Amenities Officer be informed of this as the plot would be available for letting.

Councillor Hitchins informed Mr. Raines that he would still be able to remove the tyres from the site as previously agreed.


	
	
There being no further business, The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.52 p.m.

Signed………………………………………….Dated………………………
	Chairman
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