Community Services 07.12.09




WESTON-SUPER-MARE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE 
COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE

HELD ON 7TH DECEMBER 2009
AT GROVE HOUSE
Meeting Commenced: 7.00 p.m.




Meeting Concluded: 8.20 p.m.
Present: Councillors Webb (Chairman), Mrs. Priestman (Vice Chairman), Canniford, Hitchins, Porter, Mrs. Warwick and Mrs. Willis. 
In Attendance: Councillors Ley-Morgan, Malcolm Nicholson (Town Clerk), Samantha Middlemiss (Committee Clerk), Helen Morton (Finance Assistant), Paul McErlean (Senior Groundsman) and Richard Knowles (Chairman of Weston In Bloom).
	374.
	Apologies for Absence

Received from Councillors Cleland, Judd and C.Howell.


	375.
	Declarations of Interest

There were no Declarations received. 



	376.
	Minutes of the Community Services Committee Meeting held on 12th October 2009 (previously circulated)
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Mrs. Priestman
SECONDED BY: Councillor Mrs. Willis

RESOLVED: That the Minutes be accepted and signed as a true record.



	377.

	Notes of the Weston in Bloom Meetings:
· 22nd September 2009 and 27th October 2009. (previously circulated)
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Mrs. Willis

SECONDED BY: Councillor Mrs. Priestman

RESOLVED: That the Notes be received.

	378.

378.1

378.2
	At this point in the meeting item 6.5 Events – Show branding and marketing was discussed.

Councillor Porter joined the meeting at 7.05 p.m.
Richard Knowles (Chairman of Weston In Bloom) was asked for his comments on the item.

Richard explained that the Weston In Bloom Working Party thought it was important to include Weston-super-Mare Town Council and Weston In Bloom in the title of the show and their suggestion was to brand the show “Weston-super-Mare Town Council presents Weston In Bloom Community Show”.
A Councillor insisted that the two events should be kept separate and this must be reflected in the branding and marketing of the events and the inagendas and minutes of meetings.

Debate ensued.

Complaints from the public had been received that this year’s Community Show had not been advertised as a Weston-super-Mare Town Council event and that many people were under the impression that it was a flower show.

RESOLVED: That

1) “Weston’s Armed Forces Day”

2) “Weston-super-Mare Town Council’s Community Show”

Would be the two branded titles for the two Community Events being held over the weekend of 26th & 27th June 2010.



	379.
379.1

379.2

379.3

379.4

379.5

379.6

379.7

379.8


	Grant Applications
The Finance Assistant’s report had been previously circulated with the agenda.

Weston Arts Enterprise Agency Ltd

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Mrs. Priestman
SECONDED BY: Councillor Porter 

RESOLVED: That this application be awarded £250.00.

Councillor Ley-Morgan left the meeting at 7.35 p.m.

Worle History Society
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Mrs. Priestman
SECONDED BY: Councillor Porter 

RESOLVED: That this application be awarded £200.00.
Vision North Somerset
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Porter
SECONDED BY: Councillor Hitchins
RESOLVED: That this application be awarded £200.00.
Weston Choral Society
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Porter
SECONDED BY: Councillor Mrs. Priestman 

RESOLVED: That this application be awarded £200.00.
Soroptimist Int’l of W-s-M
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Porter
SECONDED BY: Councillor Mrs. Willis 
RESOLVED: That this application be awarded £100.00.
West of England MS Therapy Centre
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Porter
SECONDED BY: Councillor Canniford 
RESOLVED: That this application be awarded £100.00.
Alzheimer’s Society – North Somerset Branch
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Porter
SECONDED BY: Councillor Hitchins
RESOLVED: That this application be awarded £400.00.
Weston University of the Third Age
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Webb
SECONDED BY: Councillor Porter

RESOLVED: That this application be refused.


	380.
380.1

380.2

380.3

380.4

380.5

380.6

380.7

380.8

380.9

380.10
	Community & Leisure
The Community and Leisure Officer’s report had been previously circulated with the agenda.
Bus Shelters
Members were requested to identify possible areas for new shelters to be funded from this year’s budget.
A Councillor identified Worlebury Woods as a possible location for a bus shelter.

Discussion ensued over the risks of spending money on this facility when the bus services were under review and cut backs were being made, resulting in fewer buses and bus routes.
Councillors considered it to be a wise decision to save the money in the budget for bus shelters at this time and concentrate the Officer’s time elsewhere.

RESOLVED: That no bus shelters be installed within the current budget.
Painting of Bus Shelters

The report indicated that the Community and Leisure Officer had been chasing a response from the Probation Pay Back Team Manager to find a way forward with this project.
RESOLVED: That Councillor Porter investigate the situation with a contact he had who operates within the Probation Service.

Notice board
Uphill Village

The report indicated that Uphill Village Society were not happy to accept the offer made by the Town Council to install a Weston-super-Mare Town Council marked notice board. The Community and Leisure Officer was awaiting a response to her letter she had written to them asking them to specify what they would like.

RESOLVED: Noted 
Parks and Play Areas

A Councillor raised concern over the weekly risk reports and queried the process for dealing with medium risk areas, as they seemed to be carried forward and not addressed.
Councillors discussed the importance of this issue and agreed that it should not be down to the individual Officer to make the decision over the risk reports, but that they should be available to the Community Services Committee.

The Town Clerk explained that he could make arrangements so that members of the Committee were able to view the reports but added that in some cases, a decision may not always be able to wait until the next Committee meeting and that Officers, in conjunction with himself, would make the decision in these instances. 

RESOLVED: That The Town Clerk arrange for the Community Services Committee to view the Play Area risk reports at future meetings.
Events

Show Branding and Marketing
This item had already been discussed at an earlier point in the meeting.

Christmas Lights Switch on Ceremony
Councillors informed that they had received good reports on the light installations and that members of the public considered them to be impressive.
Some unsatisfactory reports had also been received by members of the public with regard to the organisation and timing of the event. It was reported that the order of service were not handed out to the people, thereby resulting in people not knowing the words to join in with the carols. A Councillor informed that St John’s choir were unhappy with the organisation of the event and that they had printed an unflattering report in their newsletter.
The Town Clerk said that next year’s event will be solely organised by the Town Centre Partnership as per the Service Level Agreement between them and the Town Council, and the only involvement the Town Council will have with the event is the presence of the Town Mayor, which will involve the Town Mayor’s Secretary.

A Councillor reported that Worle High Street’s Christmas Lights were very good and that the Worle Traders’ Association were very pleased with them.

 A Councillor enquired as to whether the Town Council had carried out an audit to ensure that the Town Council had received everything they had paid for in the agreement with Lamps and Tubes.
The Town Clerk informed that while there had been some changes to the original tender due to infrastructure problems, where light fittings had been moved to another location in the scheme overall. Overall the installations were satisfactory.
Councillors commented on the energy usage of the lights and how cost effective they were, totalling an estimated £2.00 per premises, in cost so far.
The general feeling of the Committee was that a celebrity or a well regarded local person should be sourced for next year’s event as it had proven very successful in other towns such as Portishead.

RESOLVED: Noted 

Forthcoming Years (2010/2011) Events

A Councillor informed the Committee that Priory School were organising a Community Event on 1st March 2010 and that she had been approached by the Head Teacher and asked if the Town Council would like to be involved in the event.

RESOLVED: That the Town Council would be prepared to be involved with the event if it was possible.

Worle Street Fete
RESOLVED: That members agreed that the Town Council proceed with the proposal to work with the Worle Trader’s Association to hold a combined event in Worle High Street during September/October 2010.
Brunomart Continental Market – Xmas Lights Event 2009
Members were asked to confirm the Continental Market proposal as a Town Council Event for 2010.

Discussion took place regarding the congestion of the High Street whilst the Market was there. Traders were not happy that the stalls were blocking out their shops. If it was to return to Weston, then the positioning of the market would have to be reconsidered.

RESOLVED: That members confirmed the Continental Market for the Town Council’s event in 2010, with the condition that discussion with the Town Centre Manager took place to suggest the Italian Gardens for the positioning of the market.

It was requested by a Councillor that the Town Council speak to the local traders about the impact the positioning had on their trade.
RESOLVED: That the Town Centre Partnership be asked to organise the event in the future.
Weston In Bloom – RHS Britain In Bloom Presentation 2011
Members were requested to consider possible locations for this event and to confirm that Weston would like to host the event in 2012.

The Chairman invited Richard Knowles to introduce this event to the Committee.

Richard explained that Weston In Bloom had not offered to host the event, but were volunteered by surprise at the 2009 Presentation Awards. However Weston In Bloom have considered it to be a very welcoming suggestion, but were very aware that the event would have to be costed carefully.
 Richard further reported that he had been informed by a third party source that the Pier may be interested in hosting the event, but this had not been officially confirmed.

The Town Clerk explained the enormity of the event, and had concerns over the financial implications the event would have on the Town Council. If it could be co- organised in partnership with another organisation, then the event could be viable.
A Councillor suggested making further enquiries into the feasibility of the event and approach local businesses/organisations for help.

RESOLVED: That the Town Council would further investigate the possibility of hosting the event.



	381.
	Friends of Milton Road Cemetery  - Heritage Project 
The Development Officer’s report had been previously circulated with the agenda.
A Councillor reported that she had received comments that the banners were very professional and that they were going to be displayed in the Museum at some point.
RESOLVED: That the report be noted.

	382.
	Barcode Update on Ramp
The Development Officer’s report had been previously circulated with the agenda.
RESOLVED: That the report be noted.



	
	There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.20 p.m.

Signed: ...............................................................
Dated: ......................................


Chairman
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