WESTON-SUPER-MARE TOWN COUNCIL
WESTON IN BLOOM WORKING PARTY
HELD ON TUESDAY 24th NOVEMBER 2009
AT GROVE HOUSE

Meeting commenced:  1.00 p.m.				Meeting concluded: 2.15 p.m.

PRESENT:	Richard Knowles (Chairman), Councillors Mrs. Priestman and Mrs. Willis, Bert Filer and Cynthia Filer (Weston Horticultural Society), Roger Brown (North Worle LAT) and Mrs. Jenny Gosden.

IN ATTENDANCE:  Rafika Aissaoui (Community and Leisure Officer), Zoe Clements (Development Officer) and Mr. Richard Whittington (Parishioner).

	1.
	Apologies for Absence

Received from Councillors Mrs. Holder and Mrs. Pepperall, Kareen Williams, Viv Thomson, Bev Tucker and Joan Thompson.


	2.
	Declarations of Interest

There were no Declarations received.


	3.
	Notes of the previous Weston in Bloom Working Party Meeting held on 27th October 2009
 
It was agreed that the Notes be accepted and signed by the Chairman.


	4.
	RHS Britain in Bloom Judging Review

Apologies had been received that morning from the Britain in Bloom Judges and, therefore, this item would be deferred until a later date.


	
	
In view of the Judges’ non-attendance, agenda item 14 – the Cemetery - was brought forward. 


	5.
	Cemetery

The Development Officer informed the Group that she had applied for funding from the Aggregates Levy Sustainable Fund via the District Council for approximately £6,500.  This would be to enhance the planting at the lower part of the Cemetery with a view to encouraging a wider range of bio-diversity.  Advice had been sought from Secret World (Adrian Coward) on plants that would bring in the wildlife and be low maintenance.  The Development Officer invited the Weston in Bloom to work with the Friends of Milton Road Cemetery on the project.


	
	
The Development Officer then left the Meeting at 1.20 p.m.



	6.
	Grove Village – Large Wicker Basket

The Greenhouse Florist in West Street has provisionally agreed to maintain the Wicker Basket, subject to placement in Grove Village (pedestrianised area of High Street).

Rafika to check with Fire Brigade and Bev to liaise with Highways regarding suitability of the site.


	7.
	Milton Rise/Milton Brow

Councillor Mrs. Willis still awaiting response from North Somerset Council.  Possibility of locating the wheelbarrow on Milton Rise.


	8.
	Ellenborough Park Wildlife Project

Rafika updated the Working Party regarding the arrangements for the Project.  Chris Webber to be contacted with regard to assistance.


	9.
	Spring Planting

Bert Filer confirmed that spring planting had been completed.  


	10.
	Preanes Green Update

Possibility of planting Preanes Green Corner.  Richard Knowles confirmed that the Residents’ Association would maintain. Roger Brown offered to remove stone wall so that permanent planting could be done.  Due to cost involved, it was agreed that he would be initially reimbursed to the sum of £150.00 and any balance to be paid post April.  


	11.
	Whitecross Road – Ideas

A business in Whitecross Road had asked if we could do anything in the area.  However, our summer planting this year had suffered serious vandalism and watering was a problem due to parked vehicles.


	12.
	Seminar and Presentation Update

South West in Bloom had asked to hold a seminar here in Weston early next year – cost of refreshments to be borne by South West in Bloom – venue to be supplied by us.  Rafika to confirm date and number of attendees.

Presentation has been scheduled for 2011 and Rafika to investigate further the costing of this event, including venues, lunch, etc.


	13.
	Schools Involvement – Planting

Announced that local Schools had received Neighbourhood Awards from South West in Bloom.

Suggestion of more paintings in future.  

	14.
	Thank you Reception

Richard Knowles requested that a Reception be arranged as a thank you – date to be confirmed.


	15.
	Future Projects – Community Show 2010

Richard suggested that the train be extended at Alexandra Parade, with the hanging baskets acting as a buffer.  This will be a project for 2010.





The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 26th January, 2010 at 1.00 p.m. at Grove House.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting.




Signed:	 ................................................................................   	Dated: ..............................................
3

