WESTON-SUPER-MARE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF ALLOTMENT MANAGEMENT SUB-COMMITTEE

HELD ON 2ND 2007 JULY AT GROVE HOUSE

Meeting Commenced: 7.00pm


Meeting Concluded: 7.55pm

PRESENT: Councillors Harley, Edwards, Cleland, Also Co-opted Non voting Allotment Site Representatives – Mr Wall, Mr M Phillips, Mr G Phillips and Mr Raines, Alan Daglish (Weston-super-Mare Council Grounds man)

IN ATTENDANCE: Councillor Kellaway-Marriott, Rose Hughes (Allotment Club).

As the committee had not yet elected a Chairman, or Vice Chairman, Councillor Kellaway-Marriott was asked to chair the meeting.

Prior to the commencement of the meeting Rose Hughes (Secretary to the Allotment Club) addressed the meeting, regarding the asbestos that had been dumped in and on the banks of the Rhine near Rectors Way allotment site. She wanted to inform the Town Council and ask if something can be done as soon as possible as it is a hazardous substance and it endangers Wyvern School as well as the allotment site.

Following debate it was noted that the Rhine did not lay in the Town Council’s boundary, or North Somerset Council’s. Councillor Edwards on behalf of the meeting suggested that the Town Council strongly request that north Somerset immediately to remove the asbestos. This was noted and the Town Council would take immediate effect on informing the Environmental Officer at North Somerset Council.

	157.
	Election of Chairman

RESOLVED:

Proposed by Councillor Edwards seconded by Councillor Cleland, and agreed that Councillor Darke be Chairman.



	158.
	Election of Vice Chairman

RESOLVED

Proposed by Councillor Edwards, seconded by Councillor Harley, and agreed that Councillor Cleland be Vice Chairman.

At this point of the meeting Councillor Cleland the newly elected Vice Chairman of the Committee, took over the chairing of the meeting from Councillor Kellaway-Marriott in the absence of the newly elected Chairman Councillor Darke.

           


	159.
	To receive Apologies for Absence

Received from Councillor Darke.

Councillor Edwards informed the Committee that he would have to leave the meeting at 7.30.


	160.
	To record Declarations on Interest

Councillor Harley had a prejudicial interest – As a tenant on allotment site Locking Ground 3 & 4.



	161.
	Reports from Allotment site Representatives

i)                    Rectors Way

Mr Wall the Site Representative reported that there were no problems on site.

There were 16 people on the waiting list for the site.

ii)                  Redpits

Mr Graham Phillips the Site Representatives reported that plots 1a and 1c were in a bad way, they needed to be strimmed and re-let.

A complaint had been received from a parishioner whose property backs onto the allotment site. He claims that tenants are parking too close to his garden wall and were cracking it. He would like something done about this as soon as possible before the whole wall needed to be replaced and the bill footed to Weston-super-Mare Town Council.

RESLOVED

The Ground staff would go and asses the wall damaged and build something to stop this happening (sleeper).

Plot 8 was very overgrown and not being worked.

RESOLVED

The Town Council would send the tenant a letter.

Overall the site was in good order.

iii)                Kewstoke

The Site Representative worked shifts and therefore was unable to attend meetings; Mr Mike Phillips has been down to see that all was fine, nothing to report.

iv)                Hutton Moor

Mr Mike Phillips the Site Representative asked if there was an update on the work to be carried out on the pathway that runs through the site. The Town Clerk informed him that quotation had been invited for the work.

It was reported by Mr Phillips that he had heard, that the tenant on plot 51 had passed away. Due to the sensitivity of the situation the Town Council would refrain from contacting the family. Mr Raines informed the Town Clerk that he had come into contact with the son of the tenant, and he would try and find out what the family want to do with regards to the allotment.

Plots 34 and 53 were overgrown and required letters.

v)                  Locking Ground 3 & 4

Mr Raines the Site Representative reported that plot 14 was not being worked, although 6 plots had been re-let which were very overgrown and needed to be strimmed before work could start on them.

RESOLVED

The Town Council would write to the tenants who were not working their plots, and the Ground Staff would strim the overgrown plots.

Mr Raines reiterated Mr Phillips concerns on the holes in the pathway, and suggested that action be taken ASAP.

Mr Raines reported that the roof on the bridge over the Rhine needed to be repaired before the Allotment Open Day.

RESOLVED

The Grounds man would try and repair before then.

The area on Locking Ground 4 was in desperate need of strimming.

RESOLVED

Alan (Grounds man) reported that this was in hand.

6/7 plots need to be re-let, in need of strimming before they can be measured and let out.

Plot 75 has not been worked for a long time.

RESOLVED

The Grounds man would add this to their list, and the Town Council will write to the tenant who was not working their plot.

Plot 21 had a trailer and lots of rubbish dumped on the site, which looks very unsightly. Needed to be moved ASAP.

RESOLVED

The Town Council would write to the tenant to ask them to move it, before any other action was taken. Stating otherwise cost would be charged to the tenant.

The mounds of earth that Towens were generating had acceded the agreed size of 3ft and were now at least 6ft

RESOLVED

The Town Council would refer the problem to North Somerset Council’s Planning department.



	162.
	Charging of double fees for non-parishioners

The Town Clerk briefed the Vice Chairman on the situation, and informed the meeting that only one letter of complaint had been received since the rule came into force in April 2007.

Mr G Phillips reported that many people have complained to him on Redpits.

Mr Raines also reported that he has received complaints on sites Locking Ground 3&4, and anticipated more letters of complaint on their way to the Town Council.

Mr Raines explained his feelings on the matter, and felt that it was unfair to enforce this rule on tenants that had plots for years and have shown commitment, that for various circumstances had moved to the outskirts of the Town.

RESOLVED

It was agreed that discretion could be used as per cemetery fees.



	163.
	Devolved Management for joint site of Locking Road and Hutton Moor to be devolved to Weston Allotment Club.

Mr Raines informed the committee that he thought the Allotment Club had done a brilliant job of taking over the management of Rectors Way Allotment site, and that he had every faith in them to take over sites Hutton Moor and Locking Ground 3&4.

The Town Council informed the Sub-committee that tenants would have to be canvassed as before, the Town Council would send letters to all tenants, no reply mean no objection.

Noted.

RESOLVED

The Committee were happy for the Allotment club to take over the management and agreed to commence the procedures to action this.

Councillor Edwards left the meeting at 7.30pm.



	164.
	Allotment Open Day 2007

This would take place on the 18th August (National Allotment Week) at Allotment sites Hutton/Locking Ground.

The Town Clerk asked the committee what they would like to happen this year, or whether the schedule was to stay the same as last year.

Councillor Kellaway-Marriott gave a brief review on recent year’s schedules, for the benefit of the new Councillors.

Councillors and site representatives were quite happy for the arrangements to duplicate previous year, for this year’s event.

Mr Wall and Mr Filer volunteered to judge this year’s allotment competitions.

The arrangements for the allotment open day would be discussed and arranged by a small group consisting of Councillors Darke, Cleland, Town Clerk, Grounds Staff and office staff.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting.

Signed……………………………..       Dated……………………..




