Allotment Mtg Mins 01 10 08
WESTON-SUPER-MARE TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE ALLOTMENT MANAGEMENT SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING
HELD AT GROVE HOUSE ON 1st OCTOBER 2008 

Meeting commenced: 7.00 p.m.					Meeting concluded: 7.45 p.m.

PRESENT:	Councillors Darke (Chairman), Cleland and Hitchins.

IN ATTENDANCE:  Amenities Officer (Theresa Donald) and Town Clerk’s Secretary (Alison House).  Site Representatives:- George Raines – Hutton Moor; Clive Wall – Rector’s Way; Mr. Pearce (Allotment Club).

Prior to the commencement of the Meeting, the Chairman presented the Annual Allotment Competition awards to the following winners:-

Hutton Moor Best Plot	Mrs Marsh
Clark’s Field Best Plot		Mr & Mrs Wilmot
Kewstoke Best Plot		Mr Starling
Best Newcomer (Redpits)	Mr Slocombe
Best Plot Overall		Mrs Marsh

Mr. Phillips, the winner of Redpits Best Plot, was not in attendance but the award was collected, on his behalf, by Mr. Clive Wall.       

	234.
	Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from Graham Phillips (Redpits); Mike Phillips (Hutton Moor), Steve Britton (Kewstoke) and Paul McErlean (Head Groundsman).


	235.
	Declarations of Interest
None were received.


	236.
	Minutes of the previous Meeting held on 9th June 2008
RESOLVED: That these Minutes be accepted and signed as a true record, with one amendment noted regarding Minute No. 151, which should read “it was agreed that the Allotment Club would pay £500 towards the costing of clearing the rhyne” and not “one-third of the cost” as previously stated.


	237.
	The Amenities Officer’s Report on the increased cost of Allotment Keys
The report had been previously circulated.  It was noted that the key price increase did not affect Town Council allotment sites.

RESOLVED: That the action taken by the Allotment club, whereby it had increased the key deposit to £25.00, be endorsed by the Committee.


	238.
	To receive and consider details of the current Allotment Waiting List
The List, which was circulated at the meeting, indicated that there were 208 people currently requiring plots.

It was noted that the number on the Rectors Way waiting list had since increased from 40 to 42.


	239.

(i)
	To receive reports from Allotment Site Representatives
Rectors Way
The Committee was thanked for arranging for the rhyne to be cleared.

It was noted that road maintenance would be carried out this Winter.

It was reported that problems were being experienced with five difficult tenants, one of whom had been given notice to quit.

It was also stated that the Horticultural Society’s rental cheque had still not been received from the Town Council.

RESOLVED: That the Amenities Officer would chase up this payment. 


	(ii)
	Hutton Moor
It was reported that there was an ongoing problem regarding Plot No. 78.  The Chairman had contacted the tenant but the final decision lay with the Allotment Club as to whether or not the tenant should remain in situ.  It was noted that the tenant had personally threatened the Site Representative during a telephone conversation.  It had been suggested to the tenant that they put their case in writing to the Allotment Club but, to date, no letter had been forthcoming.

RESOLVED: that the Site Representative would keep the Committee fully appraised of this situation.

It was reported that the Allotment Club proposed to turn the BBQ area into an additional four plots which would, hopefully, be up and running within two weeks.

RESOLVED: that this course of action be approved.

It was also noted that there were other uncultivated areas which could potentially provide six or seven plots but, at present, one plot was being trialled with weedkiller and initial results appeared encouraging.

RESOLVED: that the Allotment Club would continue to monitor these areas.

It was requested that the Allotment Club receive the fallen leaves from the Cemetery. 

RESOLVED: that the Amenities Officer would arrange for the Head Groundsman to action this request.




	(iii)
	Redpits
The Site Representative had provided a written report for the meeting.

It was noted that there was an ongoing dispute between a tenant who had erected a shed on his plot which had provoked an objection from a resident whose property backs onto the site.  The resident had been advised by the Chairman that no byelaws had been contravened.

RESOLVED: that the Chairman would contact the Site Representative to ascertain the latest position on this matter.


	(iv)
	Kewstoke

No report was available for the Meeting.


	240.
	Locking Castle Allotments

The Chairman referred to a letter received from Mrs Rose Hughes which requested an update on the situation regarding the proposed allotment site at Locking Castle.

The Vice-Chairman stated that North Somerset Council were looking into the possibility of more allotments on an alternative site on the other side of the blue bridge and that he was attending a meeting on Thursday afternoon, 2nd October with Officers from the District Council.  The Chairman stated his intention to contact Mr. Roger Wilmot, the Officer concerned, as he felt very strongly that he should be in attendance.

RESOLVED: that the Vice-Chairman would report the outcome of that meeting to the Chairman.


	241.
	Government’s Response to Allotment Petition 2008 

A bulletin was circulated at the meeting, a copy of which is attached to these Minutes.



 


    

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.45 p.m.


Signed: ....................................................................		Dated: ..............................................................
	(Chairman)

Enc.
1

