Allotment Mgt Mins 26.02.09
WESTON-SUPER-MARE TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE ALLOTMENT MANAGEMENT SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING
HELD AT GROVE HOUSE ON 26TH FEBRUARY 2009

Meeting Commenced: 7.00 p.m. 				Meeting Concluded: 8.05 p.m. 

PRESENT: Councillors Darke (Chairman), Cleland, Hitchins and King

IN ATTENDANCE: Theresa Donald (Amenities Officer), Sam Middlemiss (Committee Clerk), Paula Mc Erlean (Senior Groundsman), and Jane Griffiths (Weston College). Site Representatives: - George Raines – Hutton Moor; Clive Wall – Rector’s Way; Mike Phillips – Hutton Moor; Graham Phillips – Redpits; Steve Britton – Kewstoke.

	
457.
	
Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from Mr. Pearce (Allotment Club).
 

	
458.
	
Declarations of Interest

None were received.


	
459.
	
Minutes from the previous meeting held on 1st October 2008

RESOLVED: That these minutes be accepted and signed as a true record.

The Chairman informed the meeting that for all future allotment meetings, any items requiring discussion must be received as a written report for inclusion on the agenda. The reason being is that officers know what questions need to be answered, they can try to gather information prior to the meeting and therefore, things can be dealt with more efficiently. A brief outline of the topic would be sufficient.


	
460.
	
To receive and consider details of the current Allotment Waiting List

The list, which was circulated at the meeting, indicated that there were 213 people currently requiring plots. The Amenities Officer updated the meeting by notifying them of a further 2 people on the Waiting List for Hutton Moor and 1 person for Rectors Way making the total number of people on the waiting list 216.

Councillor Hitchins joined the meeting at 7.06 p.m. 





	
461.

(i)
	
To receive reports from Allotment Site Representatives 

Rectors Way

It was reported that:

All plots were let. There were now 44 on the waiting list.

The track needs to be looked after, as it is starting to deteriorate and will become a problem if ignored. 

The works on the rhyne have been successful. Taking into account the bad weather conditions that have been experienced, there have been no reports of any flooding.

The boundary fence around the site needs attention as it is leaning to one side and will be a big problem if left unattended. It was suggested that it needs longer posts and be concreted into the ground. 

A request had been made from The Consortium as to whether a drinking water tap could be supplied on the site.

RESOLVED: It was decided that this would set a president for other allotment sites, and that the Town Council could foresee problems as have been experienced in the past. 

Approximately 80 tyres had been left on a plot that has now been vacated by a tenant. This is now become a problem as to how to dispose of this amount of tyres. The Town Council may need to look into drawing up a policy that is issued to tenants, making it clear that all tyres must be removed from their plot when they leave.

RESOLVED: That the Amenities Officer would investigate a solution for disposing of the tyres and look into whether some form of policy could be implemented.


	
(ii)
	
Redpits 

It was reported that:

A request for a skip was made.

RESOLVED: That the Amenities Officer would arrange for a skip to be delivered on Friday 6th March 2009.

The Groundstaff had made a visit to the site to arrange for fencing to be installed around the boundary and to install two water troughs.



	
(iii)
	
Hutton Moor & Locking Ground 3 & 4

It was reported that:

The two sites, had now become one site and will be named Hutton Moor. All the plots had now been re-numbered.


	
(iv)
	
Kewstoke

It was reported that:

There was a split in the pipe on water trough one and water trough two needs a new valve.

RESOLVED: That the Groundstaff would make the necessary repairs.

Concern was raised regarding ‘path pinching’ and that it was becoming an issue which needed to be addressed.

RESOLVED: That Mr. Britton would measure up each plot and give the information to the Amenities Officer.


	
462.
	
The Amenities Officer’s Report on the increase of rents 2010/2011

The report was previously circulated with the agenda.

RESOLVED: That the report be received.


	
463.

(i)








(ii)








(iii)
	
Allotment Club Items for discussion 

Hutton Moor Track

Mike Phillips reported that the track, especially near the gate at the entrance to the main road was in very bad condition. Holes had appeared in it and damage had been caused by workmen’s vehicles. It was discussed that to repair the track properly, to meet highway standards, would be at considerable cost to the Town Council. 

RESOLVED: That the Chairman make a visit to the site and see what can be done.

Proposed Allotments  at Locking Castle 

The Committee requested an update on the current situation.



RESOLVED: The Chairman stated he would take all concerns on board but there was nothing to report at this time. 

Proposed old Bournville Allotment site

The Committee requested an update on the current situation.

RESOLVED: The Chairman reported that the situation was being looked at by the Town Council at this present time and that any updates would be reported back at the next Allotment Management Sub Committee Meeting.


	
464.

	
Proposed Locking Castle Allotments 

Councillor Cleland’s report had been previously circulated with the agenda.

Councillor Cleland reported that Roger Willmot (North Somerset Council) had given him a copy of a letter from Natural England, which was available to view by the Committee. Councillor Cleland also stated that he had managed to arrange a meeting with Roger Wilmot to try and press for more information and would report back to the next Allotment Management Sub Committee Meeting.




 There being no further business, The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.05 p.m. .

Signed………………………………………….Dated………………………
	Chairman
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