Allotment Mgt Mins 06.08.09
WESTON-SUPER-MARE TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE ALLOTMENT MANAGEMENT SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING
HELD AT GROVE HOUSE ON 6TH AUGUST 2009

Meeting Commenced: 7.00 p.m. 				Meeting Concluded: 8.05 p.m. 

PRESENT: Councillors Cleland, Darke, Hitchins and King.

IN ATTENDANCE: Councillors Horler Dr. Kellaway-Marriott and Webb, Malcolm Nicholson (Town Clerk), Theresa Donald (Amenities Officer), Sam Middlemiss (Committee Clerk), Paul McErlean (Senior Groundsman). Site Representatives: - George Raines – Hutton Moor; Mike Phillips – Hutton Moor; Clive Wall – Rector’s Way; Graham Phillips – Redpits; and Rose Hughes (Secretary of the Allotment Club).

Before the commencement of the Meeting, the Leader of the Council gave the Site Representatives the opportunity to stand as Chairman of the Sub-Committee in view of the fact that they had been such long, valued serving members of this Sub-Committee.

	
230.
	
Election of Chairman 

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Hitchins
SECONDED BY: Councillor King

RESOLVED: That Councillor Darke be elected Chairman of the Allotment Management Sub-Committee.


	
231.
	
Election of Vice Chairman

RESOLVED: That the Sub-Committee agreed to defer this item to the next Allotment Management Sub-Committee Meeting.

Councillors Horler and Webb left the meeting at 7.10 p.m. 


	
232.
	
Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from Steve Britton (Site Representative for Kewstoke). 
 

	
233.
	
Declarations of Interest

None were received.




	
234.
	
Minutes from the previous meeting held on 26th February 2009

The Chairman made reference to minute number 463.1 (Hutton Moor Track). He reported that the track work had been completed, but he was aware that some people were not happy with the work that had been carried out.

Mike Phillips explained that the contractors had done a good job, however where there were kerb stones and bollards installed, these were causing congestion with traffic. Whereas before a car exiting the site could pull over to let in a car entering the site, this now can not happen and traffic was queuing right back on to the roundabout.

The Chairman enquired whether the situation could be improved by removing the bollard.

The Chairman said he would meet the site reps for Hutton Moor on site to assess the situation. 

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Cleland
SECONDED BY: Councillor Hitchins

RESOLVED: That these Minutes be accepted and signed as a true record.

The Town Mayor, Dr Kellaway-Marriott, joined the meeting at 7.20 p.m. 


	
235.
	
To receive and consider details of the current Allotment Waiting List

The list, which was circulated at the meeting, indicated that there were 263 people currently requiring plots. 

RESOLVED: Noted.


	
236.

236.1
	
To receive reports from Allotment Site Representatives 

Rectors Way

It was reported that:

The work needed to the boundary fence around the site had been completed.
 
There were still tyres that had been left on the site and after making enquiries, they would cost approximately £170.00 to be removed.

One of the posts needed re setting on the fence, as it was leaning.



RESOLVED: That the Amenities Officer would organise for the post to be rectified.

All the plots on the site were currently let.


	
236.2
	
Redpits 

It was reported that:

Both water troughs were leaking, which had been temporarily fixed by a plot holder, but needed further attention.

RESOLVED: That the Amenities Officer would arrange for the troughs to be repaired.

The site was extremely happy that the gate had been moved.

Plot 20c had not been worked for some time, and the plot holder should be contacted in writing.

RESOLVED: That the Amenities Officer would arrange for a letter to be sent to the plot holder.

There was a third water trough on the site, which needed to be connected up in order for it to be used.

The Amenities Officer explained that the reason that this had not been actioned before, was because of the crops. 

RESOLVED: That once the crops had finished growing, the Amenities Officer would arrange for the trough to be connected.


	
236.3
	
Kewstoke

The Town Clerk reported that he had received a letter of resignation from Steve Britton (Site Representative), and it was read aloud to the Sub-Committee. The letter reported that due to a change of working patterns he could no longer carry out the responsibility of the site representative. The letter indicated that there were many plots unworked.


	
236.4
	
Hutton Moor & Locking Ground 3 & 4

It was reported that:

The amalgamation of the two sites and the running of the sites was working very well. Some plots had recently been re let.

There were weeds and pot holes appearing on the part of the track that had been repaired a year ago, which needed attention.

RESOLVED: That the Chairman would meet the site representatives for Hutton Moor on site to assess the situation. 

There were currently two vacant plots.

The Town Clerk suggested that in view of the fact that the site representative for Kewstoke had resigned, the Sub-Committee should elect another site representative.

George Raines informed the Sub-Committee that he had spoken to Steve Britton, and that there was a plot holder on the site who was willing to take over this responsibility.

RESOLVED: That until further notice the Allotment Club agreed to take over the responsibility of site representative for the Kewstoke site.


	
237.
	
The Amenities Officer’s Report 

The report had been previously circulated.

Disposal of tyres on Allotment Sites

George Raines reported that there were 17 lorry tyres dumped at Hutton Moor site, and after making enquiries, it would cost roughly £8 per tyre to remove. George asked the Committee if they knew of any contacts who could remove them at a cheaper cost.

RESOLVED: That Councillor Hitchins would make enquiries, and report back to the Amenities Officer.

Judging of Plots

RESOLVED: That Clive Wall (Rectors Way) would judge the plots.

RESOLVED: That the report be received.


	
238.

238.1






238.2
	
Allotment Club Items for discussion 

Future status of currently Town Council manages sites

A brief report from the Amenities Officer was read aloud by the Town Clerk at the meeting.

The report explained that this future opportunity was incorporated within the Town Council’s Corporate Performance Plan.

Update on proposed new sites e.g. Bournville, Locking Castle

The Town Council had contacted the For All Healthy Living Company months ago, and as yet had still not received a reply. The Town Clerk reported that he had,  in the meantime, contacted them again, requesting confirmation that they still wished to pursue the proposal.

Councillor King raised concern over the contact that the Town Council had for the For All Healthy Living Company.

RESOLVED: That Councillor King would make some enquiries to obtain a response from the For All Healthy Living Company.

George Raines requested clarification on whether the land at the Bournville was designated for the use of allotments.

The Town Clerk informed the Sub-Committee that as far as he was aware this was the case. However, with the assistance of the Amenities Officer, this would be investigated and reported at the next Allotment Management Sub-Committee Meeting. 

The Chairman read aloud Councillor Cleland’s report, and Councillor Cleland elaborated and explained that things were moving slowly forward and that he would update them at the next Allotment Management Sub-Committee meeting.

The Chairman read aloud a report from a meeting held in January 2008, to inform the Sub-Committee.

RESOLVED: That the Town Clerk would endeavour to investigate the situation further, and report back at the next Allotment Management Sub-Committee meeting

Councillor Cleland informed the Town Clerk that he had documentation on the matter if he would like to view.




 There being no further business, The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.05 p.m.

Signed………………………………………….Dated………………………
	Chairman
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