WESTON-SUPER-MARE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ALLOTMENT MANAGEMENT SUB COMMITTEE

HELD ON 1st OCTOBER 2007 AT GROVE HOUSE

Meeting Commenced: 7.00 p.m


Meeting Concluded: 8.00 p.m.

PRESENT:  Councillors Cleland, Darke (Chairman), Edwards and King.  Site Representatives – Mr. Raines, Mr. G Philips, Mr. Wall, Mr. M Philips.

IN ATTENDANCE: Councillor Kellaway-Marriott, Town Clerk, Senior Groundsman, Administrative Assistant.

	Min

No’s
	Apologies for Absence

Apologies for Absence were received from Councillor Harley


	
	Declarations of Interest

Councillor Kellaway-Marriott declared an interest as a Governor of Wyvern School. 

7.04 p.m.  Councillor Kellaway-Marriott arrived at the meeting.



	347
	Minutes of the previous meeting held on 2nd July 2007.

RESOLVED:  Proposed by Councillor Cleland, seconded by Councillor King and agreed that the Minutes be signed as a true record.



	348
	Allotment Waiting Lists as at October 2007.

A written report was circulated to the meeting indicating a present need for 50 plots.



	349
	Reports from Allotment Site Representatives

i)
Rectors Way


All plots had been let, 2 required attention.

The rhyne needs to be cleared as 9 plots flood continuously and have always done so.  It was noted that riparian rights existed.  The Chairman, Vice Chairman and Site Representative to meet at the allotment site and discuss options.

It was agreed that copies of all relevant letters would be forwarded to Councillor Kellaway-Marriott and Councillor Cleland.
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ii)
Redpits
It was agreed that plot 1B had too much root to become a successful allotment plot and therefore would be turned to a wild life area.  It was noted however that this should not include a pond.

Plot 8 had been re-let.   Plot 11 un-worked for 3 months, now started work.  Plot 18 was bringing rubbish from home onto site and required a letter from the Town Council.  Plot 19 had been re-let six weeks ago, however had not started work.  Plots 4B, 22 & 22A too overgrown requires letter stating that plots need to be relinquished, however part of one allotment plot can be retained by tenant.

A request was given for two more water troughs to be installed.  Bases could be prepared by volunteers.  Senior Groundsman to prepare report.

RESOLVED:  Proposed by Councillor Cleland, seconded by Councillor Darke and agreed that plot 1B be returned to its natural condition.

iii)
Kewstoke

All plots had been let and were being worked.  

Councillor Kellaway-Marriott requested that the précis of a document relating to bio diversity recently supplied by him to the Town Council be circulated to all members of the Sub Committee.

iv)
Hutton Moor
All plots had been let.  Brambles were encroaching on plots and needed cutting back and weed killing – Senior Groundsman to arrange.  In the future such tasks would be carried out by Brandon Trust.  The abandoned trailer was still on site and was being filled with rubbish.

v)
Locking Ground 3 & 4

Tenants of the following allotment plots required letters:-

1a, 6, 7, 10a, 11, 17a, 21c, 24, 26a, 32, 37, 37a, 41, 43a, 44a, 46a, 78, 85a, 91a, 170, 174, 176, 177, 116.

It was also reported that there had been break in to 12 sheds and 1 shed burnt on Wednesday 12th September; damage to glass house on 24th September.



	350
	2007 Allotment Competition


The Sub Committee received details of the winners of the competition:-


Best Newcomer


Plot 37 
Hutton Moor



Mr A Gomm


Best Plots


Plot 5

Kewstoke



Mr. Britton


Plot 7 

Redpits



Mr. Phillips


Plot 1

Hutton Moor



Mrs. Jones


Plot 16a
Locking Ground


Mrs. Marsh


Plot 21/22
Clark’s Field



Mrs. McNulty


Best Overall Plot


Plot 1

Hutton Moor



Mrs. Jones



	351
	Potential Devolvement of the Management of Hutton Moor and Locking Ground Sites.

A written report had been circulated with the agenda.  

The Town Council had sought views of tenants of the sites in relation to moving the management of the sites from the Council to the tenants themselves.  The arrangement would take place if supported by more than 50% of the tenants, via the Allotment Club.  Such an arrangement had been put in place for the Rectors Way allotment site since September 2006.

It had previously been agreed that non returns would be considered as being in favour of the project.  140 allotment tenants were canvassed for their opinions, 49 replied in favour and 15 against.

RECOMMENDED:  The management of Hutton Moor and Locking Ground Allotment sites be devolved to the Allotment Club to commence on 1st April 2008.  The same management agreement as per Rectors Way to be used

	352
	Hutton Moor Entrance Road

It was noted that the roadway was in need of permanent repair.  Written quotations been received.  It was noted that during the current financial year insufficient funds were available to pay for the roadway.  

The costs of the roadway work would be placed into the budget considerations for 2008 / 2009.  Allotment Site Representatives were asked to forward any
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Additional needs for expenditure to the Town Council prior to the end of November 2007.



	353
	Planning Application – 07/P/1359/F   part of Ground 4 allotments of Hutton Moor

The Town Council’s Planning Committee had requested that the matter be placed on the agenda.  It was noted that the planning application amendment included a reduction in height and a slight move in location.  The site had been subject to neighborhood objections and an enforcement order was pending.  The Town Council had raised concerns with the Chief Planning Officer via the Allotment Committee.

The Site Representative reported that the mounds had been reduced in height and that the Environmental Health Officer had taken samples of dust coming from the adjacent land and was awaiting results.



	354
	Proposed new allotments at Locking Castle

No further information had been received from North Somerset Council regarding the transfer of the s.106 land

	
	At the end of the meeting Mr. Raines requested that it be placed on record gratitude to the Grounds staff for all their hard work.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting.

Signed……………………………..       Dated……………………..




