WESTON-SUPER-MARE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ALLOTMENT MANAGEMENT SUB COMMITTEE

HELD ON 10th MARCH 2008 AT GROVE HOUSE

Meeting commenced: 7.00 p.m. 

Meeting Concluded: 7.45 p.m. 

PRESENT: Councillor Darke (Chairman), Councillor Cleland (Vice-Chairman), and Site Representatives – Mr George Raines, Mr Clive Wall and Graham Phillips.  
IN ATTENDANCE: Councillor Kellaway-Marriott, Rose Hughes, Paul McErlean (Acting Senior Grounds Man), Theresa Donald (Administrative Assistant) and Marina Dunstone (Leisure and Community Officer). 
	Min

No’s
	Apologies for Absence Received from Mike Phillips and Steve Britton


	
	Declarations of Interest

To receive and record Declarations of Interest 

There were no Declarations of Interest. 



	
	

	778.
	To consider and approve the accuracy of the Minutes of the previous meeting held on 21st January 2008 

RESOLVED: That the Minutes be signed as a true record of the Meeting of the 21st January 2008. 


	779.
	Chairman’s Report

 Councillor Darke reported that Locking ground 3, plot 78 had left circular cardboard to get rid of weeds. 
Councillor Kellaway-Marriott arrived at 7.05 p.m. 

The Sub Committee was informed that the roof had blown off one of the plastic sheds at the bottom of the grounds. 
Mr Raines informed everyone that there used to be eight sleepers on the picnic area but now there was one, seven had disappeared. 
The Sub Committee were still waiting to hear back from plot 77.
RESOLVED: Councillor Darke would speak to the tenant on plot 78 again – regarding dumping refuse on the plot, 


	780.
	To receive and consider details of the current Allotment Waiting List 

The administrative assistant had provided a detailed report at the meeting.



	781.
	To receive reports from Allotment Site Representatives 

i)  Rectors Way 

The site rep reported back to the Sub Committee. 
The Town Council’s Acting Senior Grounds Man informed everyone that he had met with Mr Tucker regarding the rhyne and had received a rough quote for keeching the area at a cost of £2,500. However, it had seemed that the culvert was the problem which was located in a local school playing field where all the school storm drains ran into. 
Mrs Hughes from the allotment club believed that North Somerset Council had funds in their budget to address the issue and that this had been previously carried out in the past. 
RESOLVED: It was agreed that:
a.       A quote would be obtained for clearing the Calvert. 
b.      Mrs Hughes would contact the Town Council’s Administrative Assistant with her contact at the School
c.       The Chairman would make an appointment to visit the school contact 
ii)  Redpits

The site rep informed the Sub Committee that a plot holder would like a bee hive at plot 1B.  
The site rep for Locking Ground 3 mentioned that he had a bee hive on a plot for four years and that signs needed to be displayed and that everyone who owned a plot had to be asked whether they were allergic to bees. Any expenses involved would have to be paid for by the plot owner. 
RESOLVED: The Town Council would send out letters (with deadlines) to plot holders asking if anyone had objections to having a bee hive at Redpits Allotment Site. 

iii)  Kewstoke

The site rep had emailed a report which was read by the Chairman. 
iv)  Hutton Moor and Locking Ground 
The site rep informed the Sub Committee that the site was still looking good but that plot 11 continued to be a problem. Also, 11a and 77 were not being worked. The Admin Assistant informed the Sub Committee that 11a had been re-let and plot 77 had not responded to the last letter so the plot would be re-claimed. 
He was concerned that the young offenders working on plot 77 were being supervised by someone of similar age. 
RESOLVED: It was agreed that plot 11 be left for two months. 
The Track was getting worse and it was hoped that this would be rectified within the next financial year. 
It was noted that the picnic area and brambles had now been cut back by ground staff. 
It had been agreed that on the Brandon Trust open Day (14th May 2008), the gates would be left open providing there was someone manning it. 
Rent for Locking Ground 3 and Hutton Moor would not be collected by the Town Council as of 1st April 2008. It was agreed that the Town Council would forward names and addresses to Mr Raines on 1st April 2008. 


	782.
	.  Rhyne at Rectors Way 

This had previously been discussed under item 6.1. Mr Raines queried why the school was not responsible for the Calvert if it was within school grounds. 
The Acting Senior Grounds Man explained that the rhyme runs from the own Council’s property into the Calvert to the school’s property

	
	There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting.

Signed……………………………..       Dated……………………..




