WESTON-SUPER-MARE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES FO THE ALLOTMENT MANAGEMENT SUB COMMITTEE

HELD ON 21ST JANUARY 2008 AT GROVE HOUSE

Meeting Commenced: 7.00 p.m.

               Meeting Concluded: 7.50 p.m.
PRESENT: Councillor Darke (Chairman), Councillor Cleland (Vice Chairmen), Councillor King and Site Representatives – Mr George Raines, Mr Clive Wall and Mr Mike Phillips.
	Min

No’s
	Apologies for Absence



	646

	To receive and consider details of the current allotment waiting list

A detailed report was distributed at the meeting

	
	Declarations of Interest: There were no Declarations of interest


	648.
	To consider and approve the accuracy of the Minutes of the previous meeting held 1st October 2007.

RESOLVED: That the Minutes be signed as a true record of the Meeting of the 1st October.


	649.
	To receive reports from the Allotment Ste Representatives

i)               Rectors Way

All Plots were currently let and the site had 15 on the waiting list.
ii)             Redpits

The cost of the installation of two water troughs had been identified by the Acting Senior Groundsman to be £391.70.
RESOLVED: To install the two water troughs at a cost of £391.70.
iii)           Kewstoke

An e-mail had been received from the Site Representatives who was unable to be present due to work commitments. There were no problems on the site.
7.10 p.m. Councillor Cleland arrived.

iv)       Hutton Moor

All allotments were let. The Groundsman had started to cut back the brambles but needed to stop due to poor weather conditions. It was agreed that a site visit would be arranged with representatives from the Brandon Trust to discuss maintenance responsibilities within the lease. Council Darke had arranged for the abandoned trailer to be removed – this was reported to the previous meeting.

v)        Locking Road

95% of plots were being worked. Plot 11 continued to be a known problem. Plot 11a required a letter to address the need for improvement to maintenance.
The site representative reported that the tenant of plot 78 was still dumping refuse on site. The Chairman would carry out a site visit.
It was noted that although the Youth Opportunity Trust had initially carried out extensive work to plot 77, including installing a concrete base and shed they had not been on site for a couple of months resulting in the shed deteriorating. It was agreed that a letter to such an effect should be sent to the Youth Opportunity Trust. Should the Organisation not want to continue with the allotment consideration would be given to moving the ‘community area’ into additional allotments.
It was noted that damage had occurred to the track between Locking Ground 3 and Locking Ground $ allotment when Brandon Trust had used large Lorries to install their classrooms. The Town Clerk would contact Brandon Trust regarding the matter.
Arrangements for work to be done to the entrance roadway would be made for the new financial year.


	650.
	Rhyne at Rectors Way

Following the previous Allotment Management Sub Committee meeting a site visit had taken place to inspect the rhyne; All interested parties had been invited to attend.
Mr James Field from Avon Wildlife had been present and stated that he would provide advice relating to potential solutions and specialized contractors. No information had been received from Mr Field to date. Wyvern School were also carrying out its own research on the matter.


	651.
	To receive a progress report relating to the proposed new allotment site at Locking Castle.

The Town Clerk reported that a meeting had taken place the previous week with Mr Wilmott from North Somerset Council regarding the provision of the allotment site. The Town Council continued to endorse the need for 48 x 5 ‘perch’ allotments. It was agreed that Councillor Cleland would be supplied with a copy of the notes of the meeting.


	652.
	Sale of Produce

The Allotment Club had requested that the following query be added to the Agenda:-
Permission for sale of produce to be allowed for the benefit of the two devolved allotment sites from April 2008.
The Town Clerk reported that the legislation relating to dale of produce from allotment sites have been fully debated on several occasions during the past 7 years and legal advice obtained. It was the Town Clerks understanding that the legislation remained the same for allotments regardless of whom was the management organisation.
Some discussion took place regarding legislation relating to the sale of produce if the profits went to the Allotment Club rather than the allotment tenants. The Town Clerk stated she would research the matter and report back to the Sub Committee.


	653.
	Financial Report relating to Allotments

A financial report was circulated at the meeting indicating a balance of £3,422. The Town Clerk also indicated to the Sub Committee how the financial document would change in the new financial year.
At the end of the meeting Mr George Raines reported that he had received a copy of the Environment Health Report relating to the dust off of Towens. The dust had been analysed and reported to be harmless. Mr Raines would provide the Town Council with a copy of the report for its files.


	
	There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting.

Signed……………………………..       Dated……………………..

                


