Policy & Finance Committee Meeting 15.12.08		RE-ISSUED 13.01.09 (AMENDED MINUTE NUMBERS)
WESTON-SUPER-MARE TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE POLICY AND FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING
HELD AT GROVE HOUSE ON 15TH DECEMBER 2008 


Meeting commenced: 7.00 p.m.				Meeting concluded: 8.40 p.m.

PRESENT: Councillors Dr. Kellaway-Marriott (Chairman), Morris (Vice-Chairman), Ley-Morgan, Darke, Mrs. Howell, Canniford, Keating, Parker, Collins, Kimitri and Webb.

IN ATTENDANCE: Councillors Mrs. Priestman, Purnell, Cleland, Acting Town Clerk (Colin Roddan), Responsible Financial Officer (Sarah Pearse), Finance Assistant (Helen Morton), Committee Clerk (Sam Middlemiss) Town Clerk’s Secretary (Alison House) and Alderman Ken Lacey.

Prior to the commencement of the meeting, Vivian Pratt of Weston-super-Mare Archaeological Society approached the Committee in support of the organisation’s request for a grant.

	
352.
	
Apologies for Absence

There were no apologies for absence received.
 

	
353.
	
Declarations of Interest

Councillor Parker declared a Personal Interest under Agenda Item No. 5 – Grant Applications – as he is the Chairman of the Woodspring Association for Blind People.

Councillor Kellaway-Marriott declared a Personal Interest in Agenda Item No. 5 – Grant Applications – as he is a member of the Archaeological Society.

Councillor Canniford declared a Personal Interest as a supplier to the Town Council.



	
354.
	
Minutes of the Policy & Finance Committee Meeting held on 13th October 2008.

RESOLVED: That the above Minutes be accepted and signed as a true record.


	
355.
	
Monthly Financial Reports

The reports had been previously circulated with the agenda.



It was noted that there were no Unresolved Queries.

The Responsible Financial Officer was asked to confirm the current Interest rate the Town Council was receiving from Abbey Bank. At present the fixed rate was set at 1.34%, but the Responsible Financial Officer would be receiving a telephone call the next day with an updated rate.

RESOLVED: That the reports be received and approved en bloc.

Councillor Keating joined the meeting at 7.15.p.m. 


	
356.



	
Grant Applications

The Finance Assistant’s report had been previously circulated with the agenda.

Weston D.I.A.L

RESOLVED: That considering the available account balance of the organisation, the Committee decided that other organisations were in more need of a grant and therefore, rejected the application. 

Woodspring Association for Blind People 

RESOLVED: To award the full amount of £250.00.

North Somerset Crossroads 

RESOLVED: That considering the available account balance of the organisation, the Committee decided that other organisations were in more need of a grant and therefore, rejected the application.

Weston-super-Mare Society of Arts 

RESOLVED: To award the full amount of £250.00.

North Worle Local Action Team 

RESOLVED: That the Committee decided that there were speed guns already installed in the town which they could initiate borrowing and, therefore, rejected the application.

Wayfarers Drama Group 

RESOLVED: To award the full amount of £500.00.



Ashcombe Blind Bowling Club

RESOLVED: To award the full amount of £250.00.

Weston-super-Mare Archaeological Society 

RESOLVED: To award the full amount of £425.00.

Somewhere to go 

RESOLVED: To award the full amount of £189.99.

Weston-super-Mare Shooting Stars Cheerleading Squad 

RESOLVED: To award the full amount of £ 846.00.

Uphill Village Society 

RESOLVED: To award the amount of £350.00 which would cover the cost of obelisk.


	
357.
	
Notes of the Working Party for Expenditure & Governance Meeting Notes from 3rd November 2008

The Notes of the Working Party Meeting had been previously circulated with the agenda.

RESOLVED: 

(i)  To approve the recommendation from the Working Party for Expenditure & Governance that the Town Council should use Biffa for its Waste disposal.

(ii)  That the Notes be approved and adopted.

  

	
358.
	
Special Expenses 

The report had been previously circulated with the agenda.

The Committee voted to suspend Standing Orders at 7.35 p.m. 

The Chairman invited Alderman Ken Lacey to address the Committee.

 Standing Orders were resumed at 7.45 p.m. 

RESOLVED: That North Somerset Council should charge all of its costs across the district, and therefore the Committee rejects the report but the Town Council would be prepared to discuss certain functions without committing themselves.


	
359.
	
Open Spaces Society

The correspondence had been previously circulated with the agenda.

RESOLVED: That the Town Council support any legal action on open spaces in Weston-super-Mare but not across the District.


	
360.
	
Corporate Performance Plan 

The Acting Town Clerk’s report and the Corporate Performance Plan had been previously circulated with the agenda for Members to consider. The Acting Town Clerk drew attention to key areas within the Plan.

RESOLVED: That the Town Council receive and adopt the report without amendment.


	
361.
	
Budget 2009/2010 and Capital Budget 2008/2009 – 2011/2012

The reports had been previously circulated with the agenda.

RESOLVED: To defer the agenda item to be discussed at a special meeting which will be organised in the first two weeks of January 2009. 


	
362.
	
Sand Sculpture Festival 

RESOLVED: That the Town Council reluctantly feels that it cannot financially support the event in the future. 


	
363.
	
Blakehay Theatre

RESOLVED: That the agenda item be deferred until the Special meeting of the Policy & Finance in January 2009.


	
364.











	
Water Play Feature 

The report had been previously circulated with the agenda.


RESOLVED: 

(i) That the report be received.

(ii)That the Acting Town Clerk should organise a weekday evening or Saturday morning meeting, early in the new year, where the two chosen suppliers can present their ideas once again to the Policy & Finance Committee and a decision would be made at the meeting and ratified by the full Town Council meeting on the 20th January 2009.


	
365.
	
Consultation on Codes of Conduct

The report had been previously circulated with the agenda.

RESOLVED: That the report be received and adopted by the Policy & Finance Committee.


	
366.
	
Imprest Bank Account – Authorised Officers

The report had been previously circulated with the agenda.

RESOLVED: That the report be received and adopted by the Policy & Finance Committee.


	
367.
	
Fixed Asset De Minimus

The report had been previously circulated with the agenda.

RESOLVED: That the report be received and adopted by the Policy & Finance Committee.



	

             
There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.40 p.m.




Signed: .........................................................................		Dated: .................................................
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