Community Services 12.10.09




WESTON-SUPER-MARE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE

HELD ON 12TH OCTOBER 2009
AT GROVE HOUSE

Meeting Commenced: 7.00 p.m.




Meeting Concluded: 8.50 p.m.
Present: Councillors Webb (Chairman), Mrs. Priestman (Vice Chairman), Canniford, C. Howell, Judd, Porter, Mrs. Warwick and Mrs. Willis. 
In Attendance: Councillors Ley-Morgan and Edwards, Malcolm Nicholson (Town Clerk), Samantha Middlemiss (Committee Clerk), Sarah Pearse (Responsible Financial Officer), Helen Morton (Finance Assistant), Rafika Aissaoui (Community & Leisure Officer) and Paul McErlean (Senior Groundsman).
	322.
	Apologies for Absence

Received from Councillors Hitchins, Havill and Mrs. Parry.


	323.
	Declarations of Interest

There were no Declarations received. 



	324.
	Minutes of the Community Services Committee Meeting held on the 27th July 2009 (previously circulated)
It was pointed out that Minute No. 214.2 should, in fact, read “Councillor Mrs. Willis informed the Committee that she had spoken to Linda Shaw and the Probation Service would paint the Town Council Bus Shelters, and that the Preanes Green Resource Centre would be supplied with paint by the Town Council, to touch up the Bus Shelters.”

RESOLVED: With the above amendment, the Minutes were accepted and signed as a true record.



	325.
	Notes of the Weston-super-Mare in Bloom Meetings:
· 16th June 2009, 23rd July 2009 and 25th August 2009. (previously circulated)
RESOLVED: That the Notes be received. 
Councillor Judd informed the Committee that the Armed Forces Day Celebrations and the Community Show would be run as two separate events but over the same weekend of 26th and 27th June 2010.


	326.
	Minutes of the Allotment Management Sub – Committee held on  6th August 2009 (previously circulated)
RESOLVED: That the Minutes be noted and accepted. 



	327.
327.1

327.2

327.3

327.4

327.5

327.6

327.7

327.8


	Grant Applications
The Finance Assistant’s report had been previously circulated with the agenda.

The Finance Assistant informed the Committee that the balance for the grants budget was £5,600.00 and the balance of the Youth grants budget was £8,500.00.

BTCV

RESOLVED: That this application be refused.

Hildesheim Exchange

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Mrs. Willis

SECONDED BY: Councillor Canniford

RESOLVED: That this application be awarded £1,000.

Weston-super-Mare Carnival

At this point of the meeting Councillor Canniford left the room at 7.20p.m., as he had declared a personal and prejudicial interest in this item, due to the Carnival benefiting town centre shops.
Councillor Edwards joined the meeting at 7.20 p.m. 

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Mrs. Priestman

SECONDED BY: Councillor  Mrs. Willis
RESOLVED: That this application be awarded £500.00.
Councillor Canniford re-joined the meeting at 7.23p.m.

Weston-super-Mare Osteoporosis Group
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Mrs. Willis

SECONDED BY: Councillor Mrs. Priestman
RESOLVED: That this application be awarded £100.00

Councillor Porter joined the meeting at 7.35p.m.

RSPB WsM Local Group

RESOLVED: That this application be refused.

Weston-super-Mare Breathe Easy

RESOLVED: That this application be refused.

Uphill Victory Hall

RESOLVED: That this application be refused.
Worle Operatic & Dramatic Society

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Canniford
SECONDED BY: Councillor Porter
RESOLVED: That this application be awarded £450.00.


	328.
328.1

328.2

328.3

328.4

328.5
	Community & Leisure
The Community and Leisure Officer’s report had been previously circulated with the agenda.
Bus Shelters
Devonshire Road

The Chairman invited Councillor Ley-Morgan to approach the Committee on this agenda item. Councillor Ley-Morgan illustrated to the Committee the problems with the existing location for the bus shelter, and suggested moving the bus shelter further down the road alleviating the objections received from residents.

Councillor Mrs. Willis then reported to the Committee that she had spoken to First Group and they did not want to move any bus stops.

RESOLVED: That the Town Council will not fund the installation of a bus shelter at the current location in Devonshire Road. 

Moor Lane

RESOLVED: That the Community & Leisure Officer request an update from Paul Conolly, North Somerset Council.
Councillor Ley-Morgan left the meeting at 7.55p.m.
Notice Board – Uphill

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Canniford
SECONDED BY: Councillor Howell

RESOLVED: That the Town Council would install their standard blue notice board, which was currently in storage, at Uphill Road South.

Community Fete 

Councillors discussed how disappointing the attendance figures were, and that it was a shame it was not better attended by members of the public and by community organisations.
The Town Clerk explained that the Fete was organised on a very short timescale and that the location of the Fete also may have had an impact on attendance. Next year more time would be dedicated to organising, advertising and promoting the event, with a possible change of location.
The Community and Leisure Officer reported that the community organisations that attended the Fete sent letters thanking the Town Council for the opportunity to network.

Christmas Lights
The Town Clerk updated the Committee with the latest arrangements for the Christmas Lights switch on ceremony. This would take place at 5.30pm on Thursday 19th November 2009, incorporated with the first night of late night Christmas shopping. Street trading licences had been granted for a Continental Market and Santa’s Grotto for the dates 18th November – 21st November 2009.



	329.
	Newsletter
The Town Clerk’s report had been previously circulated with the agenda.

The Town Clerk advised the Committee that under the Terms of Reference adopted by the Town Council they would need to debate the report and refer their recommendation to the Policy & Finance Committee on 19th October 2009.

The Town Clerk informed the Committee that the current arrangements for the distribution of the newsletter were very time consuming and, in his view ineffective. Considering the money spent on creating the newsletter and the importance of getting the Town Council’s work communicated to its residents, it should be distributed to parishioners of the town effectively. He advised on options to distribute the newsletter by Royal Mail, door to door delivery or as an insert in the local free newspaper. 

Debate ensued. 
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Porter

SECONDED BY: Councillor Mrs. Priestman

RESOLVED: To refer the suggestion to produce four newsletters a year, two to be distributed by Royal Mail and two to be distributed via inserts in the Weston and Somerset Mercury at the cost indicated in the Town Clerk’s report to the Policy & Finance Committee on 19th October 2009.


	330.
	Adult Life Trail
The Town Clerk reported to the Committee the statistics received from the public consultation carried out by Councillor Mrs. Priestman, and thanked her for her participation.
Weston Woods and Clarence Park were locations suggested for this project.
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Porter

SECONDED BY: Councillor Mrs. Willis

RESOLVED: That the idea for an Adult Life Trail be included within the next edition of the Newsletter, and the public be asked to comment on the idea and possible locations for it.


	331.
	Friends of the Milton Road Cemetery
The Development Officer’s report had been previously circulated with the agenda.

The Town Clerk reported that the Development Officer had secured and received £50,000 funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund for the repair of the Chapel and the reinstating of the bell.
Councillor Mrs. Willis requested whether more notice could be given for the Friends of Milton Road Cemetery Meetings as the last two she had been unable to attend due to the short notice given.

Councillors enquired into the stipulations the grant included. The Responsible Financial Officer informed the Committee that the £50,000 grant funding would cover the costs of the repair to the chapel and the reinstating of the bell, The £25,000 that the Town Council have allocated will cover the costs for the required stipulations.

RESOLVED: That the report be approved.


	332.
	Budget considerations for year 2010 – 2011
The budget had been previously circulated with the agenda.

The Town Clerk informed the Committee that any recommendations made to the budget would be referred to the Policy and Finance Committee.

Councillor Mrs. Willis requested an increase to the dog bin budget and queried whether there was a need for a finger post budget. The Responsible Financial Officer informed that these funds would be used in line with the Heritage Lottery Bid for the Cemetery. 
Councillor Mrs Priestman queried whether the estimate for the Water Play Area rent would be the same for when the work commenced. The Responsible Financial Officer informed the Committee that further investigation was necessary prior to the final budget preparations.

RESOLVED: It was agreed that this item be deferred for consideration at the next Policy and Finance meeting.


	
	There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.50 p.m.

Signed: ...............................................................
Dated: ......................................


Chairman
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