WESTON-SUPER-MARE TOWN COUNCIL

COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING

HELD ON 3RD DECEMBER 2007

AT GROVE HOUSE

Meeting Commenced: 7.00 pm



Meeting Concluded: 7.50pm

Committee Members: Councillors Darke, Canniford, Havill, Horler, C. Howell, Judd, Porter, Mrs Priestman, Ms Warwick, Mrs Willis, Mrs Parry and Purnell.

PRESENT: Councillors Mrs Priestman, Canniford, C Howell, Havill, Mrs Willis Ms Warwick and Porter.

IN ATTENDANCE: Councillors Kellaway-Marriott and King

	498.
	 Apologies for Absence

Councillors Darke, Horler and Purnell



	499
	Declaration of Interest

Councillor Ms Warwick declared a Personal Interest in agenda item 7 – Milton Road Cemetery


	500.
	Minutes of the Community Services Meeting held on the 29th October 2007

It was noted that Councillor Mrs Willis attendance had not been recorded.

RESOLVED

Proposed by Councillor Mrs Willis and seconded by Councillor Porter and agreed that the minutes of the meeting be signed as a true record subject to Councillor Mrs Willis’s attendance being noted.


	501.
	Dog Faeces Waste Bins

Councillor Canniford asked for clarification on the report that had been provided showing 15 missing dog waste bins. It was noted that it was not known how and why the bins had gone missing.

Councillor Porter asked whether the Town Council were still being charged for the maintenance of these missing bins. Councillor Porter was informed that the Town Council had informed Sita the waste disposal company as soon as it was known that the bins were missing, and were not being charged.

Councillor Porter enquired as to the budget and whether there were funds available to replace the bins? Councillor Porter was informed that there were not sufficient funds at present.

Due to the lack of public awareness and complaints of which there had been none, it was suggested that the replacement of the bins should be added to the bottom of the waiting list for requests, as other locations were in more demand.

RESOLVED

Allocation of funding against proposed sites for dog bins to be discussed at a future meeting.


	502.
	Potential External Funding for Play Facilities

Potentially external funding for up to £250,00 is available (until 31st December 2007) for unconventional play facilities. It is unlikely that funding would be granted for a regular play area.

The Town Council could attempt to apply for funding for one of the following three projects:-

i)                    Pirate Ship on the sand at Marine Lake

ii)                  Outdoor Skateboard Facility on Beach Lawns.

iii)                Large Splash Zone for play area on Beach Lawn.

iv)                Splash Zone for Ashcombe Park and Clarence Park.

The first three facilities would need North Somerset Council to commit to land use and the Town Council to commit to insuring and monitoring the equipment once installed.

Splash Zones enable young children to play with water facilities without the health and safety risks associated with paddling pools. The water is normally re circulated and used again.

Due to the uncertainty of sea fronts projects it was only considered viable to proceed with iv) Splash Zones for Ashcombe Park and Clarence Park.

Projects identified within the Town Mayor’s Think Tank meetings

RESOLVED

Proposed by Councillor Porter and seconded by Councillor Mrs Willis and agreed that the Town Council prepare a bid for funding for £200, 00 towards the Splash Zones.


	503.
	Letter from Towens Waste Management Ltd dated 30th October 2007 Reference various recycling initiatives – to be considered

Councillor Mrs Willis queried the length of time that the Town Council were in a lease for the allotment land referred to in the letter. The Committee were informed that it was a 10 year lease.

RESOLVED

The Committee decided to write back to Towens and explain that the Town Council were sympathetic with the idea but could not help as tied into a 10 year lease on this particular site.


	504.
	Milton Road Cemetery

i)              Paul McErlean the Senior Grounds man reported to the committee that Brandon Trust seemed to be enjoying the voluntary work clearing graves and it was working well

ii)            The Town Clerk apologised to the Committee, it had been identified that some sensitive information relating to certain Councillors had been issued as part of the agenda’s appendix; letters of apology had been issued to those Councillors previous to the meeting. The Town Clerk explained to the committee the procedure, and how it had proved to have been 80 – 90% positive. Many headstones had been replaced or altered by families, and the Town Council had received compliments from members of the public.

RESOLVED

i)              The Committee decided to produce a press release to publicise the positive feedback on such a sensitive subject.

ii)            To review space available for burials at a future meeting.



	505.
	Ellenborough Park East

i)           Notes of a meeting dated 15th November 2007 relating to voluntary involvement of Weston College Students.

ii)         Preview of Management Plan.

iii)       Councillor Priestman informed the committee that she had tried numerous occasions to get hold of John Crockford-Hawley and had not been successful.

RESOLVED

i)           Councillor Canniford would try to make contact with John Crockford Hawley

         and report back at the next meeting.

ii)          Management Plan. – The Town Clerk informed the committee that an amendment to the wording on  page 13 of the management plan was needed

Councillor Canniford commented on page 8, (vi) and asked whether the ‘Promotional leaflet’ was necessary and could the word leaflet be dropped. The Town Clerk informed the committee that it could have implications to obtain the ‘Green Pendant’ Status.

RESLOVED

Proposed by Councillor Porter, seconded by Councillor Mrs Willis that the management plan be adopted by the Town Council subject to the two amendments. Should it be confirmed that a promotional leaflet was required for green pendant status the matter would be reviewed by the Committee.



	506.
	Monthly Report – public consultation reply slip received.

i)       Sea Front – Can we have pretty coloured lamps on strings – One colour between posts as we used to have? White is everyday lights – not pretty as we used to have tourists & locals expected this.

ii)      Please can we have dog bins inn Cabot Way Lane (Queensway by Lights), by St Marks Church and Becket Road by Manalin Road by Priory School for health.

i)        This was a request for North Somerset to deal with.

ii)      The Committee agreed for the requests to be added to the bottom of the dog faeces bin list


	507.
	Millennium Green Boundary Wall.

Councillor Mrs Priestman had visited the site with a Community support officer. A local garage owner has said he could help with the possible funding of the rebuilding of the wall. Weston College had also been approached and had suggested using the wall as a project for students in the next school term and also offers from Travis Perkins to be approached for materials. The quote obtained for the repair for the wall was £1,500.

RESOLVED

Proposed by Councillor Porter and Seconded by Councillor Mrs Willis that the Town Council continue to pursue potential funding for the wall.


	508.
	Meeting with Probation Service

Councillor Porter reported to the Committee that he was waiting for a report, so he could take the matter further.

RESOLVED

It was decided to defer the agenda item to the next meeting.


	509.
	Tour of Grounds facilities

RESOLVED

It was agreed by all Committee to defer the tour until the spring.


	510.
	Good Practice Amenity Hedgerows.


A document had been circulated with the agenda and was subsequently noted.

	511.
	Minutes of the Barcode Youth Café Management Sub Committee held on the 22nd November 2007

Noted


	
	There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting.

Signed……………………………..       Dated……………………..




