WESTON-SUPER-MARE TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE

HELD ON 7th APRIL 2008 
AT GROVE HOUSE

Meeting Commenced: 7.00 p.m.

Meeting Concluded: 8.20 p.m. 

Committee Members: Councillors Horler (Chairman), Mrs Priestman (Vice-Chairman), Canniford, C. Howell, Mrs Parry, Ms Warwick, Mrs Willis. 

PRESENT: Mrs Priestman (Vice-Chairman), Canniford, C. Howell, Mrs Willis, Havill, Porter.

IN ATTENDANCE: Councillors Morris, Kellaway-Marriott, Colin Roddan (Acting Town Clerk), Marina Dunstone (Leisure and Community Officer), Paul McErlean (Senior Grounds Man), Mr Mortley, Rob Warren, Colin Lewis (GB Sport and Leisure). 

Prior to the meeting, Mr Mortley addressed the meeting in relation to the increase in Council Tax and Mr Rob Warren addressed the Committee Meeting in relation to Play Pods on the agenda. 
	Min

No’s
	Apologies for Absence

Received from Councillors Darke and Purnell. 


	19.
	Declarations of Interest 

Councillor Mrs Warwick declared an interest in item 10 (Millennium Green and South Ward Landscape Scoping Study) on the agenda. 



	20.
	Minutes of the Community Services Committee held on 25th February 2008 

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Mrs Wills, seconded by Councillor Mrs Priestman and agreed that the Minutes be agreed and signed as a true record. 


	21.
	Minutes of the Barcode Youth Café Management Sub Committee held on 20th March 2008

Noted

	22.
	Minutes of the Allotment Sub Committee Meeting held on 10th March 2008 

Noted. 


	23.
	To note that the Blakehay Management Sub Committee scheduled for 31st March 2008 was postponed until 14th April 2008. 

Noted. 


	24.
	Flower Power 

24.1 Notes of the Flower Power Working Party 

         18th March 2008 

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Mrs Willis, seconded by Councillor Canniford and agreed that that the Flower Power Working Party changes its name to Weston-super-Mare in Bloom Working Party. 


	25.
	Notes and recommendations from the Dog Bin Working Party held on 4th February 2008 

The decision made by the Policy and Finance Committee on 17th March 2008 was noted.

Councillor Mrs Willis explained that there had been a misunderstanding with regards to the funds left in the budget from the previous year for dog bins.

North Somerset Council had requested a dog bin to be fixed to the post at Marine Lake. 

RESOLVED: It was agreed that the costing of dog bins be taken out of this years’ budget and that Ground staff fix the dog bin to the post at Marine Lake. 

Councillor Morris informed the Committee that there were no dog bins on the beach from the Tropicana (South End) to Uphill. Councillor Mrs Willis stated that there was a long list of requests and there was no way there would be enough money to install them on the beach as well. 

Councillor Horler explained that it was not an offence to put dog faeces in litter bins as long as it was sealed in w white bag. 


	26.
	Consideration of Purchase of ride on Mower 

This was deferred from last meeting (Min 756). The Acting Senior Grounds Man reported back to the Committee. He would be shown another demonstration in two weeks time.  

RESOLVED: It was agreed that the Acting Senior Grounds Man would negotiate on the Town Council’s behalf to find the best deal and that Councillor Porter would forward a contact to him. 


	27.
	Millennium Green and South Ward Landscape Scoping Study 

Notes from a previous meeting were available for Town Councillors. This was deferred from a previous meeting (Min 759).

Councillor Horler and Councillor Morris updated the Committee. It was noted that the South Ward Neighbourhood Management Partnership had agreed to spend up to £75,000 on the area rather than the previous amount of £15,000. 

The Town Council would still be responsible for the maintenance of the area and it was understood that North Somerset Council would be responsible for the running costs and maintenance for the lighting. 

RESOLVED: That the Acting Town Clerk arrange for the grass to be cut. 


	28.
	Meeting with probation service
This was deferred from a previous meeting (Min 508). Councillor Porter reported back to the Committee. 

I was noted that Councillor Porter had contact details for volunteers who could work outdoors at no cost.


	29.
	Play Areas 

29.1 Almond Close

Information was distributed with the agenda. It was agreed at the previous meeting that the Town Council would remove the existing matting (Min 760). However, on closer inspection, there was not only Nottsward matting but also rubber tiles and a concrete base. Three quotes had been obtained. 

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Mrs Parry, seconded by Councillor Porter and agreed that the Town Council proceed with quote three. 

29.2                      Clarence Park 

Information was distributed with the agenda. 

The meeting was suspended at 7.48 p.m. for Mr Lewis(GB Sport and Leisure) to address the Committee. The meeting re-convened at 7.50 p.m. 

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Porter, seconded by Councillor Mrs Priestman and agreed to remove the post and replace it with a shorter post to match the ones on the other two platforms. The new post would be an original manufacturer supplied post so there would be no modifications as such. Approximate cost agreed was £80.00.  

29.3 Ashcombe Park upper
A site visit had taken place and Councillor Horler updated the Committee. There were three options to:

Option 1

To strip down, inspect internal mechanism of carriage and to report on findings costing £60.00. 
Option 2 

To remove the existing carriage, and supply and fit of new carriage costing £175.00. 

Option 3  

To strip down runway remove old cable and to reassemble with new cable from adjuster to start ramp and carriage as discussed on site. 

(This price would included a return to visit to site to retention cable after settling in period) costing £438.00.

There was no guarantee that the fitting of new cable in option 3 would significantly reduce noise levels. 

The carriage, brake spring and seat would be deemed a consumable part and may require replacing within 12 months depending on usage of equipment.

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Porter, seconded by Councillor Mrs Priestman that the carriage be changed and that this matter surrounding the cable be delegated to the Acting Town Clerk. 

29.4                       Ashcombe Park Lower 
It was noted that tenders have now been received and that public consultation took place at Ashcombe Park Bowling Club on 5th April 2008 11a.m. – 2 p.m.

The Leisure and Community Officer would be consulting local school children on their preferred design during April. 

Councillor Morris informed the Committee that North Somerset Council were not happy with the Town Council’s proposal of creating a water play area. 


	30.
	To discuss future play area tenders and maintenance process 

Councillor Horler reported to the Committee that the Town Council’s tender process could be made better than it currently was. He suggested that an amount be allocated per square metre for the size of a play area. Councillor Horler was concerned about the annual maintenance costs for each play area. Councillor Morris suggested the Town Council look at installing equipment that was low maintenance. 

RESOLVED: It was agreed that the Town Council specify what equipment and surfacing they would like installed for future play areas. 


	31.
	Milton Road Cemetery 

31. 1 Wall 

The Acting Senior Grounds Man reported that he had received two quotes to date to repair the wall. 

RESOLVED: That the wall be made safe as soon as possible and that the matter be delegated to the Town Clerk 

31.2 Yew Trees – Acting Senior Grounds Man 

Information was sent out with the agenda. 38 yew trees required trimming and three quotes had been obtained. 

RESOLVED: This matter would be delegated to the Town Clerk. 


	32.
	Play Pods 

Rob Warren’s comments prior to the meeting were noted

	33.
	Website Working Party 

Councillors Mrs Parry, Keating and C.Howell had agreed to sit on the above temporary Working Party. Councillor Horler suggested that Town Councillors view the Town Council’s website before the next meeting. A date for the meeting would be arranged. 


	
	There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting.

Signed……………………………..       Dated……………………..




