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WESTON-SUPER-MARE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE

HELD ON 14TH OCTOBER 2008 

AT GROVE HOUSE

Meeting Commenced: 7.00 p.m.


Meeting Concluded: 7.55 p.m. 

Present: Councillors Webb (Chairman), Mrs Priestman (Vice Chairman), Heard, Judd, C. Howell, Canniford, Ley-Morgan, Mrs Parry and Porter. 
In Attendance: Colin Roddan (Acting Town Clerk), Samantha Middlemiss (Committee Clerk), Rafika Aissaoui (Community & Leisure Officer), and Paul Mc Erlean (Senior Groundsman).
Prior to the meeting the Acting Town Clerk introduced Rafika Aissaoui (Community & Leisure Officer) to the Community Services Committee Members.

	282.
	Apologies for Absence.

Received from Councillor Mrs Willis.


	283.
	Declaration of Interest.

There were no declarations received. 


	284.
	Minutes of the Community Services Committee Meeting held on the 21st July 2008
RESOLVED: That the Minutes be accepted and signed as a true record.



	285.
	Notes of the Weston-super-Mare in Bloom Meetings:
· 23rd September 2008.
RESOLVED: That they be noted.



	286.

	Community Projects 
A report had been previously circulated with the agenda.
The Community & Leisure Officer reiterated of report to the Committee.
There were concerns raised regarding the unpopularity of Ellenborough park, and how its usage was very minimal, was this the right park to try and re-invent or should the efforts be used elsewhere on more popular sites?
Discussions ensued regarding the limited facilities in the Town for the older age groups of children and even adults. The Town Council needs to start targeting these groups in their new projects i.e. Multi surface sports areas.
The idea was suggested of extending the area of Ellenborough Park by cutting the hedges and surrounding vegetation, so the park was more visible to the public, therefore encouraging usage.

The Acting Town Clerk reported that he had held a meeting with the Town Council’s ‘parks’ staff to discuss ways in which the park could be used for Community Events. Suggestions to even incorporate the park with Weston In Bloom e.g. a Floral park, the Community & Leisure Officer was researching this possible avenue at present. The Committee were reminded that the Park has been allocated a budget within this year’s budget, so ways in which to improve the park to spend the money must be sought. 

RESOLVED: That Option 2 of the report be agreed and pursued by the Community & Leisure Officer. 



	287.
(i)

(ii)

(iii)
	Chapel Bell Tower – Milton Road Cemetery.
A report had been previously circulated with the agenda.
The Acting Town Clerk reiterated his report to the Committee, informing them that the Development Officer was currently actively pursuing funding opportunities for this project and also grant funding for cemeteries as a whole.

RESOLVED: That the Town Council would approach North Somerset Council for a contribution towards the repair of the Bell Tower.

The Committee’s main concern was with the Cemetery wall and how it will continue to cost the Town Council money if something is not done about it. 
It was suggested that the Town Council seriously look into entering into a policy with the surrounding residents of the party wall for financial contributions towards the wall.
The Acting Town Clerk informed the Committee that the Town Council’s Solicitors were currently looking into this and looking back over historical deeds to try and pursue the possibility of such a policy.
The Committee were notified that a contact within North Somerset Council had created a world class bid and the template was available for the Town Council to use for sourcing grant funding if required.

RESOLVED: That the Town Council would welcome any help offered to assist them with sourcing grant funding, and would like to pursue this offer.

RESOLVED : That the report be received


	288.

	Millennium Green Update
Councillor Mrs Priestman reported that the wall had been completed and looked very good, the Town Council’s total contribution was £15, 000. 
The South Ward Neighbourhood Management Board will be making a total contribution of £75,000
Councillor Mrs Priestman gave a comprehensive verbal report to the meeting on the update and works to be carried out at the site. A map showing the detailed designs for the site was available to view at the meeting.


	
	Councillor Porter joined the meeting at 7.30 p.m. 


	
	There were concerns raised with the location and lighting of the proposed older children’s shelter.
RESOLVED: That the verbal update be received.



	289.
	Budget – Provision of Services/ Equipment Requirements 2009/2010

Good investment was needed in the play areas and facilities at Ashcombe Park, for future facilities to accommodate the older children and extend the area.
It was noted that the Town Council had an 18 month lease period left on all play areas, and therefore an extension needed to be considered.

RESOLVED: That the lease agreement on all play areas must be investigated, before any more works on play areas can be discussed. 

Ideas to be considered included a Pirate Ship, Forte and climbing walls for the older children. Consider the ’Green Gym’ with these types of projects. 
Money allocated for purchasing dog bins, such a high demand.
Bus Shelters 

Benches around the town, possible memorial plaques contributions from parishioners.

Play Area at the bottom of Grove Park.
Re vamp the Tennis courts at the bottom of Grove Park, multi surface sports area. 

The Acting Town Clerk informed the Committee that one of the items discussed at the Policy & Finance Committee meeting on Monday 13th October was the Town Council approaching North Somerset Council to take over the whole of Grove Park, complete with Grove House & Grove Lodge but not the toilets. So to hold off until this possibility had been sought first.

Consider land for more allotments, the demand for allotments are astronomical within Weston, and the current waiting lists are enormous.  



	290.

(i)

(ii)
	Play Area Inspections

A report was previously circulated with the agenda.
RESOLVED: That the report be received.

RESOLVED: That this item be deferred to the next meeting, when more information was obtained.



	
	There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting.

Signed……………………………………………Dated………………………


Chairman.
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