WESTON-SUPER-MARE TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE

HELD ON 25th FEBRUARY 2008 
AT GROVE HOUSE

Meeting Commenced: 7.00 p.m.

Meeting Concluded: 8.10 p.m. 

Committee Members: Councillors Horler (Chairman), Mrs Priestman (Vice-Chairman), Canniford, C. Howell, Mrs Parry, Ms Warwick, Mrs Willis. 

PRESENT: Mrs Priestman (Vice-Chairman), Canniford, C. Howell, Mrs Willis, Darke, Havill, Judd, Porter, Purnell. 

IN ATTENDANCE: Councillors Morris, Kellaway-Marriott, Marina Dunstone (Leisure and Community Officer), Paul McErlean (Senior Grounds Man).

Councillor Mrs Priestman took the Chair in the absence of the Chairman. 

	Min

No’s
	Apologies for Absence

Received from Councillors Horler and Councillor Ms Warwick 

	
	Declarations of Interest

Councillor Canniford declared an interest in item no 14 on the agenda. 


	751.
	Minutes of the Last Community Services Committee held on 15th January 2008

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Mrs Willis, seconded by Councillor Darke and agreed that the Minutes of 15th January 2008 be signed as a true record.


	752.
	Minutes of the Allotment Management Sub Committee – 21st January 2008 

Noted 


	753.
	Minutes of the Blakehay Management Sub Committee – 28th January 2008 

The Minutes of the meeting were available to be viewed. It was noted that the  Minutes had not yet been distributed.  

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Mrs Willis, seconded by Councillor Kellaway-Marriott and agreed that the Minutes be agreed as a true record subject to Councillor Kellaway-Marriott’s name being added to being in attendance

	754.
	Notes of the Flower Power Working Party – 22nd January 2008 

Noted 



	755.
	Notes of the Barcode Management Sub Committee – 24th January 2008 

Noted. 


	756.
	Consideration of Purchase of ride on Mower for financial year 2008/2009 

Information was distributed with the agenda. 

The Acting Senior Grounds man informed members that he had been shown mower demonstrations.  

Councillor Mrs Willis queried why the Town Council were looking to buy instead of leasing. Councillor Canniford was against leasing the vehicle.  

Councillor Kellaway-Marriot requested that the Town Council should consider bio-diversity when making decisions. 

RESOLVED: It was agreed for the Acting Senior Grounds Man to investigate various options available (including the possibility of leasing) as well as costs and to report back to the next meeting.


	757.
	Notes and recommendations from Dog Bin Working Party held on 4th February 2008 

Councillor Mrs Priestman informed members that the Working Party wished to spend £500 on new dog bins out of the £1,000 that was in the purchasing budget. 

RECOMMENDED: Proposed by Councillor Darke, seconded by Councillor Purnell and agreed that the matter go to Policy and Finance for discussion.  


	758.
	Millennium Green and South Ward Landscape Scoping Study Documentation was previously circulated to Town Councillors. Councillor Mrs Priestman briefed members with background information.   
RESOLVED: This would be deferred to the next meeting when there would hopefully be more information

	759.
	Bus Shelters – report relating to outstanding matters 

The Leisure and Community officer provided a verbal progress report on Milton Road Bus Shelter. She also reminded Town Councillors that she was still waiting to hear from some Town Councillors regarding whether they were willing to change the displays in the Bus Shelters/Notice boards within their wards. 


	760.
	Almond Close

A report was distributed with agendas. 

During the summer of 2007, for health and safety reasons the small multi-play at Almond close was removed. Following several telephone calls from residents who live in Almond Close, the Town Council had been informed that there were young children who live within the area and residents hoped that new equipment could be installed in time for spring. The current matting left was attracting youngsters/groups to gather. 

The Town Clerk and the Leisure and Community Officer had discussed requesting the Community Services Committee to approve some expenditure up to approx £6,000 for the installation of new equipment.

However, at a meeting with North Somerset Council Park representatives on another matter, the Town Clerk and the Leisure and Community Officer were informed that not all local residents welcomed the play areas and some were relieved that it had been removed. 

The Ward Councillor had been requested to carry out research with local residents to establish the need and desire for the play equipment.

Councillor Canniford did not think that spending a small amount of funds would improve the area dramatically. He believed there should be more money spent at Ashcombe Park. Councillor Judd endorsed Councillor Canniford’s comments. 

Councillor Porter stated that Almond Close should be enhanced with possible flower beds or trees but did not think children would want one small unit to replace the previous one. 

RECOMMENDED: Proposed by Councillor Porter, seconded by Councillor C.Howell and agreed that:

i)
The idea to install another piece of equipment for approx £6,000 would not be pursued further at the moment

ii)                  The Town Council would remove the current matting 

iii)
Ground Staff seeded the area after the matting was removed 


	761.
	Ashcombe Park Lower Play Area
Information was distributed with the agenda.   

Within the 2008/2009 Precept a budget of £50,000 had been set for a new play area within the lower area of Ashcombe Park. 

Quotations were being sought with the intention of installing the play equipment for the 2008 summer holidays. The time table for this was as follows:- 

31.3.2008 –   Quotations to be returned

April 
      -   Public consultation process

2.6.2008    -   Community Services Committee resolution 

11.7.2008 -    Scheduled completion of work date 

24.7.2008 -    Public Open Event 3 - 4 p.m. 

The quotations requested would be for £45,000 of play equipment and surfacing leaving a balance of £5,000 for signs, turf and ancillaries. 

Councillor Canniford requested that research be carried out to find out what residents want. 

Councillor Morris informed Councillor Canniford that there were funds in the budget for both play areas at the top and bottom play areas of Ashcombe Park. 

This was discussed at some length. 

Councillor Mrs Priestman requested clarification as to whether the Town Council retained funds and that if so, it should state this within the tender document. A 2.5 % retainer was suggested. The Leisure and Community Officer would confirm this with Councillor Morris prior to the tender being sent out. 

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Porter, seconded by Councillor Mrs Willis and it was put to the vote that:

i)                    The timetable above for the new play area be followed

ii)                  The Town Council had intentions of improving the Ashcombe upper play area also

Eight were in favour, one was against and the vote was carried

	762.
	Repairs required to Milton Road Cemetery Wall

Information was distributed with the agenda. 

The Town Council had been advised by a property owner adjacent to the cemetery that a further section of wall required maintenance/rebuilding. 

The Acting Senior Grounds man had carried out a site visit with the local resident and the resident had provided the Town Council with a quotation from his builder:

Councillor Morris informed members that since the wall was owned by the Town Council, it needed to take responsibility.  

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Porter, seconded by Councillor Darke and agreed that further quotations were sought. 


	763.
	Virtual Tours and Website 
Councillor Mrs Priestman brought item 15.2 forward prior to 15.1 

763.1  To consider the creation of a temporary Website Working Party to discuss and agree on: 

         New navigation layout for homepage 

         Content which should/should not be on website 

         Improvements 

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Porter, seconded by Councillor Mrs Priestman 
and agreed that:

i)
A temporary Website Working Party be created to discuss and agree on:

               New navigation layout for homepage 

         Content which should/should not be on website 

         Improvements 

            ii)          Town Councillors would be invited to sit on the website working party 
(4 required maximum)  

763.2     To consider whether the following locations should have a virtual tour: 

         Grove House Meeting Room (for weddings)

         Mayors Parlour (for weddings)

         Grove Park (for weddings) 

         Barcode Youth Café

RESOLVED: This was deferred to the next meeting after it has been discussed at the temporary website working party meeting. 


	
	There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting.

Signed……………………………..       Dated……………………..            



