                                                WESTON-SUPER-MARE TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE

HELD ON 29th OCTOBER 2007 
AT GROVE HOUSE

Meeting Commenced: 7.00 p.m.

Meeting Concluded:     8.40 p.m.
Committee Members: Councillors Darke, Canniford, Havil. Horler, C.Howell, Judd, Porter, Mrs Priestman, Ms Warwick, Mrs Willis. 

PRESENT: Town Councillors Canniford, Darke, Havill, Heard, C.Howell, Judd, Porter, Mrs Priestman, Purnell, Ms Warwick. 

IN ATTENDANCE: Councillors Parker, Morris, Kellaway-Marriott, Linda Larter (Town Clerk), Marina Dunstone (Leisure and Community Officer), Paul McErlean (Senior Grounds Man). 

419. Election of Chairman

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Mrs Willis, seconded by Councillor Porter and agreed that Councillor Horler become Chairman. 

420.      Election of Vice Chairman

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Judd, seconded by Councillor Porter and agreed that Councillor Mrs Priestman become Vice-Chairman. 

Councillor Mrs Priestman took the Chair in the absence of the Chairman. 

	
	Apologies for Absence

Received from Councillor Keating, Councillor Horler and Councillor Mrs Parry. 



	421.
	Declarations of Interest 

None. 



	423.
	Minutes of the Amenities Committee held on 3rd September 2007 

It was noted that Councillor Darke’s apologies had not been recorded. 

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Porter, seconded by Councillor Canniford and agreed as a true record subject to Councillor Darke’s apologies being noted. 



	424.
	 Minutes of the Allotment Management Sub Committee held on 1st October 2007  

RECOMMENDED: Proposed by Councillor Porter, seconded by Councillor Mrs Willis that as per recommendation Min 351, the management of Hutton Moor and Locking 

Ground Allotment sites be devolved to the Allotment Club to commence on 1st April 2008. The management agreement would be as per Rectors Way Allotment site. 



	425.
	Minutes of the Barcode Youth Café Management Sub Committee held on 11th October 2007 

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Darke, seconded by Councillor Ms Warwick and agreed that the minutes be accepted as a true record. 


	426.
	Flower Power 

  426.1 Notes of the Flower Power Working Party

         11th September 2007

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Mrs Willis, seconded by Councillor Darke and agreed that the minutes of the above meeting be accepted and agreed. 

         16th October 2007 

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Mrs Willis, seconded by Councillor Porter and agreed that the minutes of the above meeting be accepted and agreed. 

426.2      Next Flower Power Meeting Date

The next meeting date was scheduled for Tuesday at 1.00p.m on 27th November 2007.  


	427.
	Request for a Dog Waste Bin – Mallard Walk (Councillor Keating) 

Dog bin requests from 2005 were available for the meeting.

Councillor Morris informed the Committee that the Town Council would be looking to include money for dog bins within the budget for 2008/2009. He suggested that new dog bin requests be put on hold and added to the bottom of the list of requests.

Councillor Mrs Willis emphasised the fact that a gentleman had been waiting for a dog bin since May 2005. 

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Porter, seconded by Councillor Mrs Willis that: 

i)                    Usage figures be available for the next meeting 

ii)                  New requests for dog bins be added to the current list

iii)                It be checked whether there was a remaining dog bin within the Town Council’s garage. 


	428.
	Hutton Moor Allotments (Roadway Entrance) 

Councillor Darke informed everyone that at the Allotment Management Meeting, there had been a request for approval of works which had been deferred from a previous meeting (ref min 277).  Due to there being insufficient funding within the current budget, this had been deferred until April 2008. 

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Darke, seconded by Councillor Porter and agreed that the works for the roadway entrance to Hutton Moor Allotment site be deferred to April 2008. 



	429.
	Bus Shelters 

429.1 Request for Bus Shelter – South Road

Councillor Canniford informed the Committee that no responses from residents had been received back. It was noted that the cost had risen for shelters. 

Councillor Canniford mentioned that residents would prefer a seat if there was not enough funding within the budget. 

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Canniford, seconded by Councillor Porter that this item be deferred until the budget for 2008/2009 was agreed. 

429.2 Colour of Bus Shelters – Councillor Horler 

 RESOLVED: In the absence of Councillor Horler, this would be deferred until the next
 meeting. 

429.3 Notice boards- Posters/keys – Councillor Horler 

RESOLVED: In the absence of Councillor Horler, this would be deferred until the next 
meeting. 


	430.
	Mead Vale Bus Shelter and Associated Youth Disorder 

 Councillor C. Howell and Councillor Porter updated the Committee following a meeting and site visit they had attended which had been arranged by the Police. 

Councillor C.Howell explained that one of the Town Council’s bus shelters was located in one of Weston’s major housing estates where there was no CCTV. He was currently looking at ways to raise money for CCTV for the area. 

Councillor Porter felt that vandalism would still continue even if the bus shelter was removed. 

The Leisure and Community Officer explained that it had been suggested to move the bus stop flag which was located near a resident’s fence which was constantly being vandalised to be located onto the Town Council’s bus shelter. 

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Porter, seconded by Councillor C.Howell and agreed that the bus stop flag be relocated onto the bus shelter. 



	431.
	Millennium Green 

431.1   Request from grounds staff for second dog waste bin to be installed

RESOLVED: This request would be added onto the current list of dog bin requests. 

431.2   To consider funding for play area

Councillor Morris updated the Committee by informing them that the South Area Ward Management Partnership had offered match funding to install the play area at the Millennium Green. He suggested that since there was nothing in the current budget that the Town Council match fund up to £25,000 in the following year’s budget for 2008/2009. 

Councillor Parker queried where £30,000 was which had been earmarked for the Millennium Green Play Area at the Amenities meeting on 19th April 2005 and ratified at the subsequent Town Council meeting on 5th June 2005. 
The Town Clerk provided Councillor Parker with a verbal report due to having no advance notification of the question. A relevant written report would be produced. 

Councillor Parker requested relevant Minutes.  

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Porter, seconded by Councillor Darke and agreed that that the Town Council match fund up to £25,000 for the play area at the Millennium Green with the South Ward Area Management Partnership for the following year’s budget for 2008/2009. 

431.2   Complaints from resident ref condition of boundary wall 

Complaints had been received due to part of the boundary wall falling down. It was understood by Councillor Mrs Priestman that the Community Development Officer Lisa Corkhill believed that funding for the wall could be obtained. 

There was reassurance from the Senior Grounds man and the Leader of the Town Council who had seen the wall that it was safe. 

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Porter, seconded by Councillor Mrs Willis and agreed that this item be deferred until the next meeting when Councillor Mrs Priestman would report back. 

431.3   Feedback from Public Consultation Day – 1st August 2007 
 A précis of responses was available for the meeting. 
The Leisure and Community Officer suggested that consultation did not take place during school holidays in future due to schools being closed limiting the number of children consulted.  

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Porter, seconded by Councillor Mrs Willis and agreed that play area proposal (No 5 – By Hags) had received the most votes be the play area that is installed at the Millennium Green. 

The Town Clerk suggested that the £25, 0000 for the play area be paid for by the Town Council and that the South Area Ward Management Partnership then reimburses the Town Council £12,500. 



	432.
	Milton Road Cemetery
432.1 Chapel 

 Information had been sent out with agendas explaining that maintenance work was required and the reasons why Grounds Staff had been instructed to cordon off the tower and ensure that no egress was allowed through the door in the porch beneath the tower. 

Councillor Morris suggested that it was time to look at the area as a whole and that is should be included within the lottery bid. He suggested that part of an area of ground within the cemetery be used for allotments or for a storage unit. Councillor Mrs Willis reminded members that when land within the cemetery had previously been looked into or possible purchase, land was unable to be used for other purposes and residents did not want to see anything else there. 

Councillor Morris suggested that some measures needed to be taken to keep the Chapel up
 to Health and Safety standards.

 432.2 Trees 
 This was deferred from last meeting (Min 276.2).  
Councillor Heard explained that it would cost approximately £700.00 to trim trees that were overhanging resident’s gardens. There was no legal responsibility for the Town Council to cut back trees. 

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Purnell, seconded by Councillor Canniford and agreed that a letter be written to residents surrounding the cemetery to inform them that if they wished to ‘trim’ the overhanging trees they were welcome to and that the Town Council had no legal obligation to do this.  

Councillor Judd suggested that the letters should state ‘cut back to boundary’ and those residents must request the Town Council’s permission prior to cutting back the trees. 


	433.
	Milton Road Bus Shelter 

RESOLVED: In Councillor Horler’s absence this would be deferred to the next meeting. 


	434.
	Community Services Budget 2008 - 2009 

The proposed budget had been sent out with agendas. 

Councillor Morris informed members that he looked to present the proposed budget to the next Policy and Finance Meeting. It was hoped that more money would be found for the budget. His belief was that the Town Council needed to move forward and it was up to the Committee to find the money and to enhance Weston-super-Mare by taking it forward. He went on to state that there would only be approx £22,000/£24,000 in reserves and this would not be sufficient if problems arose. 

Councillor Porter emphasised that the Probation Service should be utilised more since there were a number of hours outstanding for people to use for assisting with community projects within the town.  

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Porter, seconded by Councillor Mrs Willis and agreed that a meeting be arranged with the Head of the Probation Service to ascertain what service/assistance can be provided for the Town Council. 
RECOMMENDED: To the Policy and Finance Committee that the 2008/2009 Community Services Committee totalling £249,080 as shown in Appendix A be approved. 


	435.
	Green Garden Waste Extension Scheme 
This had been deferred from the Planning Committee. Publicity from North Somerset Council was available for the meeting to inform the Committee that from 1st October 2007, all households would be able to use the fortnightly green garden waste and plain corrugated cardboard collection scheme.

RESOLVED: The scheme was supported and noted by the Committee

	436.
	Tour of Grounds Facilities – 17th November 2007 

Councillor Morris informed the Committee that not everyone was able to attend the tour and asked the Leisure and Community Officer for more detail. 

The Leisure and Community Officer explained that the Town Council’s Play Inspector was on annual leave on the above date. However, he had offered to take Councillors around the play areas on an alternative date to point out maintenance issues the Town Council should be aware of when budgeting for 2008/2009. 

The date was not convenient for several members. 

RESOLVED: The above tour of the grounds facilities is brought forward to 10th November 2007 instead of 17th November 2007. 

Resolved under the Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960 to exclude the public and press for the following items by reason of confidential nature of the business.


	437.
	Staff Resources 

A private and confidential report from the Town Clerk was considered by the Committee. 

It was agreed to defer item ii) titled ‘Flower Power administration’ to the end of the meeting. 

i)
Senior Grounds man /Acting Grounds man 

The Committee noted the temporary promotion to the post; it would be reviewed at the end of the year. 

iii)
Flower Power – Ground Staff 

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Porter, seconded by Councillor Darke and agreed that Town Council Grounds staff should remain fully involved and that consideration should be given when necessary to contracts to avoid overloading them. 

iv)                Ground Staff 

RESOLVED: Taking the previous item and budget constraints into consideration it was agreed that the recommendation to recruit additional staff should not be approved. 

Prior to item ii) the Town Clerk left the meeting at 8.35 p.m. 

ii)                  Flower Power – Administration  

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Mrs Willis, seconded by Councillor Porter and agreed that this item be deferred to the Personnel Committee. 


	
	There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting.

Signed……………………………..       Dated……………………..




