Policy & Finance Meeting 15.06.09



WESTON-SUPER-MARE TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE POLICY AND FINANCE
 COMMITTEE MEETING

HELD AT GROVE HOUSE ON 15TH JUNE 2009 

Meeting commenced: 7.00 p.m.




Meeting concluded: 9.20 p.m.

PRESENT: Councillors Horler, Darke, Heard, Morris, Canniford, Kimitri, Mrs. Priestman, Mrs. Pepperall, Collins, Mrs. Howell and Keating.
IN ATTENDANCE: Councillors Dr. Kellaway-Marriott, Ley-Morgan, Malcolm Nicholson (Town Clerk), Sarah Pearse (Responsible Financial Officer), Sam Middlemiss (Committee Clerk) and Katie Koo, Fair Share Development Worker (part attendance).
	119.
	Election of Chairman

The Town Clerk invited nominations from Members for the position of Chairman of the Policy and Finance Committee.
PROPOSED: Councillor Heard

SECONDED: Councillor Kimitri

RESOLVED: That Councillor Horler be elected Chairman of the Policy and Finance Committee. 


	120.
	Election of Vice Chairman

The Chairman invited nominations from Members for the position of Vice Chairman of the Policy and Finance Committee.

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Mrs. Pepperall
SECONDED BY: Councillor Heard
RESOLVED: That Councillor Darke be elected Vice Chairman of the Policy and Finance Committee.



	
	Standing Orders were suspended at 7.05 p.m. 
Katie Koo, Fair Share Development Worker, addressed the meeting in relation to agenda item 15 (Life Trail), and invited questions from the Meeting.
Standing Orders were resumed at 7.12 p.m. 


	121.
	
Apologies for Absence

Received from Councillor Parker.
 

	122.
	
Declarations of Interest
Councillor Canniford queried whether it was necessary for him to declare a personal interest at every meeting he attended, and whether a system could be devised to record such information automatically.
The Town Clerk informed Members that declarations of Interest at a meeting must be made verbally and minuted.

 Councillor Canniford declared a personal interest as a supplier to the Town Council.
Councillor Kimitri declared a personal interest as a close family member was a shareholder in Towerpiece Limited.


	123.
	
Minutes of the Special Policy & Finance Committee Meeting held on 20th April 2009
RESOLVED: That the Minutes be accepted and signed as a true record. 


	124.
	The Chairman proposed that the Committee bring forward item 15 of the agenda (Life Trail) as the next matter for discussion, in order that Katie Koo could be present to hear the Councillors debate the item.

RESOLVED: That all the Committee were in favour. 
Life Trail

The Town Clerk’s report had been previously circulated with the agenda.

Discussion ensued on the suggested location of Ellenborough Park East, and why the location had not gone out to public consultation. The Town Council’s public liability insurance was also discussed.

The proposed Water Play Area at Park Place was suggested as a location for the project as it would be a cctv secured area. 
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Mrs. Priestman

SECONDED BY: Councillor Kimitri

RESOLVED: That the Project be agreed by the Policy and Finance Committee and the location for the Project go out to Public Consultation.

	125.

125.1

125.2
	
Monthly Financial Reports
The reports were available at the meeting.
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Kimitri

SECONDED BY: Councillor Mrs. Priestman
RESOLVED: 
(1) That item (ix), (Budgetary Control Report 31st May 2009) be deferred.

(2) That the reports be received and accepted en bloc.



	126.
	To consider Committee Terms of Reference

A copy had been previously circulated with the agenda.

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Horler

SECONDED BY: Councillor Mrs. Priestman

RESOLVED: That pending a further report including a clearer definition of the term ‘Executive Action’ from the Town Clerk, this item be deferred. 


	127.

127.1

127.2

127.3

127.4

127.5

127.6

127.7

127.8


	Grant Applications 
The Finance Assistant’s report and recommendations from the Community Services Committee Meeting held on the 8th June 2009 had been previously circulated with the agenda.
Members enquired whether reasons for refusal of an application were relayed to applicants.

The Town Clerk informed Members that he would be investigating this process to see if there was any way of improving it, without incurring cost implications for the Town Council.

It was queried whether Members who sat on both the Community Services Committee and the Policy and Finance Committee should abstain from discussion.

The Town Clerk notified Members that there was no need to abstain from discussion.
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Morris

SECONDED BY: Councillor Canniford
RESOLVED: To agree the awarded grants recommended by the Community Services Committee (appended as an annexe to the minutes).
The Committee decided to review the refused applications and those applications that required more information. 
Joint Promotions Group
RESOLVED: That this application be refused by the Policy & Finance Committee.
Youth Dance Company

Recommended by the Youth Council, to award from their Youth Grants Budget.
RESOLVED: That this application be refused by the Policy & Finance Committee.
BTCV
RESOLVED: That the Finance Assistant write to them, asking for the requested financial information before their application can be properly considered.

North Somerset Council
RESOLVED: That this application be refused by the Policy & Finance Committee.
Citizens Advice Bureau 
RESOLVED: That this application be awarded the full amount of £10,000 by the Policy and Finance Committee.

CHAT
It was noted that this had previously been agreed at the last Policy and Finance Committee Meeting on 20th April 2009.
Helidays
An additional application, information had been previously circulated.

RESOLVED: That this application be awarded £1,000 by the Policy and Finance Committee.

Councillor Darke left the meeting at 8.07 p.m.


	128.
	Weston-super-Mare Town Council Statement of Accounts year ending 31.03.09

A copy had been previously circulated with the agenda.

The Town Clerk drew Members’ attention to a number of typographical errors regarding dates on pages 6, 7, 8 and 9. Where it stated 2008, it should have read 2009.
Debate ensued with regard to the General Reserves Budget and the advice recommended by the Audit Commission.
Councillor Mrs. Priestman drew the Town Clerk’s attention to page 4 of the document where it referred to the Town Clerk being the same person as the Responsible Financial Officer, and page 10 where it should have read 31st March 2009 and not 2008.

RESOLVED: That subject to the above amendments, the Policy and Finance Committee agree the document and, therefore, a signature be authorised.



	129.
	Annual Governance Statement 2008/2009
A copy had been previously circulated with the agenda.

RESOLVED: That the Statement be approved by the Policy and Finance Committee.


	130.
	Internal Audit (Final) April 2009

A copy of the Review and the Responsible Financial Officer’s report had been previously circulated with the agenda.

RESOLVED: That the Review be approved by the Policy and Finance Committee.


	131.
	To review effectiveness of Internal Audit

A copy of the Responsible Financial Officer’s report had been previously circulated with the agenda.

RESOLVED: That the report be noted.


	132.
	Rolling Capital Programme

The Town Clerk’s report had been previously circulated with the agenda.
RESOLVED: That Members confirm the Rolling Capital Programme.


	133.

133.1

133.2
	Corporate Performance Plan

The Town Clerk’s report had been previously circulated with the agenda.
Members raised concerns over the location agreed for a Public Consultation at the Expenditure and Governance Meeting on 8th May 2009.
RESOLVED: 
(1) That the Town Clerk seek permission from Tesco and Asda to hold a Public Consultation within those stores.

(2)   That the report be noted.

	134.
	To review Budget Setting Policy

A copy had been previously circulated with the agenda.

RESOLVED: That the Policy be agreed.


	135.

135.1

135.2
	Fidelity Guarantee & Public Liability Insurance

A copy of the Responsible Financial Officer’s report had been previously circulated with the agenda.

RESOLVED:

(1) That the Fidelity Guarantee cover be increased as recommended.
(2) That the Public Liability Insurance cover remain at £5 million be agreed.



	136.


	Working Party for Expenditure & Governance Meeting Notes of 8th May 2009

A copy of the Responsible Financial Officer’s report had been previously circulated with the agenda.

The Chairman of the Policy & Finance Committee thanked Councillor Ley-Morgan for his input into drafting sample letters. 


	137.
	Town and Parish Council Community Emergency Plans
Correspondence had been previously circulated with the agenda.
RESOLVED: That this was a subject that needed to be dealt with by the District Council, and, therefore, the Town Council would take no action on this matter. 


	138.
	North Somerset Partnership Board
Correspondence had been previously circulated with the agenda.
The Town Clerk informed Members that the current Parish Charter stated that ALCA should have a place on the Board.

Councillor Kimitri left the meeting at 9.00 p.m. 
RESOLVED: That the correspondence be noted
Councillor Kimitri re-joined the meeting at 9.02 p.m.


	
	To resolve under the Public Bodies (Admissions of Meetings) Act 1960 to exclude the public and press for the following items by reasons of the confidential nature of the business.


	139.

139.1

139.2

139.3
	Town Council Facility
A report relating to the Blakehay Theatre was distributed to Members at the Meeting.
RESOLVED: 

(1) That the Town Council would not pursue the original proposal to spend £1.2 million on the theatre.

(2) To recommend that the Town Council pursue a scheme of improvements for approximately £200,000, subject to funding.

(3) That Councillor Kimitri and the Town Clerk be asked to lead the project.

The Town Clerk clarified with Members that they were happy for S.J Surveyors Ltd to carry out the plans for the improvements. 

Councillor Kimitri confirmed that he would not pursue the project until July 2009.


	140.
	Town Council Project
A report relating to Park Place was distributed to Members at the Meeting.
RESOLVED: That the Water Play Area project be scheduled for completion and opening in Spring 2010.



There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.20 p.m.

Signed: .........................................................................

Dated: .................................................

Chairman
1

