Policy & Finance Meeting 20.04.09



WESTON-SUPER-MARE TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE POLICY AND FINANCE
 COMMITTEE MEETING

HELD AT TOWN HALL ON 20th APRIL 2009 

Meeting commenced: 7.45 p.m.




Meeting concluded: 9.00 p.m.

PRESENT: Councillors Dr. Kellaway-Marriott (Chairman), Morris (Vice-Chairman), Canniford, Kimitri, Mrs. Priestman, Mrs. Pepperall, Webb and Parker.
IN ATTENDANCE: Councillor Ley-Morgan, Colin Roddan (Acting Town Clerk), Helen Morton (Finance Assistant), Zoe Clements (Development Officer), Sam Middlemiss (Committee Clerk).
Prior to the commencement of the meeting, John Wyatt of Chaplaincy About Town addressed the Committee in relation to their application for grant funding, and explained the restrictions they have on their budget. 
	34.
	
Apologies for Absence

Received from Councillors Collins and Keating. 
 

	35.
	
Declarations of Interest
Councillor Canniford declared a personal interest as a supplier to the Town Council.
Councillor Kimitri declared a personal interest as a close family member was a shareholder in Towerpiece Limited.


	36.
	
Minutes of the Special Policy & Finance Committee Meeting held on 16th February 2009
RESOLVED: That the Minutes be accepted and signed as a true record. 


	37.
	
Monthly Financial Reports
The reports for February 2009 had been previously circulated with the agenda, and the reports for March 2009 were available at the meeting, with the exception of the Budgetary Control Report which had not yet been finalised This would be available at the Working Party for Expenditure & Governance Meeting on 1st May 2009.
It was requested by Members that as soon as the Budgetary Control report for 31st March 2009 was finalised, that it be sent out to Members as soon as possible.
RESOLVED: That the reports be received.

The Acting Town Clerk conveyed the apologies of the Responsible Financial Officer for being unable to attend the Meeting.


	38.
	Grant Applications 
The Finance Assistant’s report had been previously circulated with the agenda.
RESOLVED: 
(i) To award the amount of £1,000 to C.H.A.T. (Chaplaincy about Town)

(ii) That all other grant applications be deferred to the Community Services Committee after the Annual Town Council Meeting on 21st May 2009.


	39.
	Working Party for Expenditure & Governance Meeting Notes from 9th March 2009
The Finance Assistant reported that no notes had yet been circulated to Members.


	40.
	Annual Audit Letter for the Year 2007/2008
The Annual Audit Letter had been previously circulated with the agenda.

The Acting Town Clerk reported on behalf of the Responsible Financial Officer, and informed the Meeting that the fees shown in the letter were higher than the actual figure charged.
RESOLVED: That this be duly noted.



	41.
	Draft Audit Plan 
The Draft Audit Plan had been previously circulated with the agenda.

RESOLVED: That the report be received.



	42.
	Bad Debt 

RESOLVED: That this agenda item be deferred to the end of the Meeting due to the confidential nature of the business.


	43.
	Health and Safety 
The two site reports, that were not available at the last Policy and Finance Meeting, had been previously circulated with the agenda.

RESOLVED: That both Health and Safety site reports be received.



	44.
	Town Council Applications for Grant Aid
The Development Officer’s report had been previously circulated with the agenda.
The Development Officer verbally reported to the Meeting and notified Members that there were portfolios available to view, showing the grant applications for the Cemetery Chapel and the Water Play Area.
Water Play Park funding application
Members were concerned that because the application for grant aid could not be considered until July, the opening of the Water Play Park could not be before mid September.    Officers informed Members that if the project was commenced before consideration and possible approval of the grant application, no grant would be forthcoming.
It was further reported that a number of planning requirements remained to be overcome but that Officers had worked to ensure that the grant application could be submitted on time.

RESOLVED:

(i)
That in order to ensure that Officers could receive speedy decisions, a Sub-
Committee be formed, comprising the Leader, Deputy Leader, Councillor Morris and 
the Acting Town Clerk, with power to act in progressing development of the Play 
Park and the submission of the grant application;
(ii)
That the Development Officer’s report be approved and adopted.
Cemetery Chapel funding application
Members raised concerns as to why the original budget figure of £50,000 had been increased, and why costs for signposts and notice boards had been incorporated.

The Acting Town Clerk informed the Meeting that he had requested the Development Officer to investigate possible grants for such a project, and that if grant funding could not be received, the Town Council would revert back to the original decision of repairing the 


Chapel within the budgeted £50,000. If grant funding was to be received, the Council’s
budget would benefit to the tune of around £25,000.
RESOLVED: That the report be approved and adopted.


	45.
	The Parish Councils (Power to promote well-being) (Prescribed Conditions) Order 2008
The Legal Briefing from NALC had been previously circulated with the agenda.
The Acting Town Clerk informed the Meeting of the benefits the Town Council would receive by this qualification but that in order to use the Power of Well Being, 80% of Members would need to receive training on its use.
RESOLVED: That the briefing be duly noted.



	46.
	Town and Parish Council Community Emergency Plans 
A template of a Community Emergency Plan had been previously circulated with the agenda.

RESOLVED: That the Acting Town Clerk write to North Somerset Council asking them if they have a plan available and, if so, could the Town Council have a copy.


	47.
	North Somerset Core Strategy 
Correspondence from North Somerset Council had been previously circulated with the agenda.

The Acting Town Clerk informed the Meeting of the extension the Town Council had negotiated to reply within the timescale.
RESOLVED: That the Chairman of the Planning and Transportation Committee and the Assistant Town Clerk attend the workshop on the 24th April 2009.



	48.
	Weston Public Conveniences 
Correspondence from North Somerset Council had been previously circulated with the agenda.

Members wished their reaction to be recorded as to the deplorable decision made by North Somerset Council, and the fact that notification was received on the same date as the closure of the toilets, which was totally unacceptable.
RESOLVED: That the Acting Town Clerk write to North Somerset Council asking if the Town Council could take on the Beach car park, and the Carlton Street car park, to cover the costs of maintaining the Public Conveniences concerned.


	49.
	Membership of the Care Forum
Correspondence from the Care Forum had been previously circulated with the agenda.

RESOLVED: That membership be taken up. 


	
	To resolve under the Public Bodies (Admissions of Meeting) Act 1960 to exclude the public and press for the following item by reasons of the confidential nature of the business.



	50.
	Bad Debt 

Members raised concerns over the public display of the Bad Debt report.

RESOLVED: That the Bad Debt report be referred to the Meeting of the Working Party for Expenditure and Governance on 1st May 2009.



There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.00 p.m.

Signed: .........................................................................

Dated: .................................................
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