Policy and Finance Committee 17th August 2009



WESTON-SUPER-MARE TOWN COUNCIL
POLICY AND FINANCE COMMITTEE
MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 17TH AUGUST 2009
AT GROVE HOUSE
Meeting Commenced: 7.03 p.m.


Meeting Concluded: 8.46 p.m.
PRESENT: Councillors Horler (Chairman), Collins, Kimitri, Mrs. Pepperall, Mrs. Priestman, Heard, Canniford and Keating.
IN ATTENDANCE: Malcolm Nicholson (Town Clerk), Councillor Dr. Kellaway-Marriott (part attendance), Katie Roces-Koo (Fair Share Development Worker) (part attendance).
	239.
	Apologies for Absence
Received from Councillors Darke, Morris and Parker.



	240.
	Mrs. Enid Morris

The Chairman recorded the Committee’s condolences to Councillor Morris and reported that Mrs. Morris’ funeral would take place at 3 p.m. on Monday 24th August at Weston Crematorium.


	241.
	Declarations of Interest
Councillor Canniford recorded a personal interest as a supplier to the Town Council.


	242.
	Minutes of the previous Policy and Finance Committee                   Meeting held on the 15th June 2009
RESOLVED: That the minutes be accepted and signed as a true record.


	243.
	Monthly Financial Reports
The reports were circulated with the agenda.

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Keating
SECONDED BY: Councillor Collins
RESOLVED: That the reports be received and accepted en bloc.


	244.
	Bad Debts

A report was circulated with the agenda.

Debate ensued. Members considered that Community Services Committee should not award grants to organisations who owe the Town Council money.

RESOLVED: That the report be noted.



	245.
	Discretionary Policies

The Town Clerk referred to a report circulated with the agenda and advised that the Town Council was required by law to determine its policies on certain discretionary elements of the pension scheme. The policies proposed in the report were similar to those of North Somerset Council and other town councils. 

Debate ensued.

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Collins

SECONDED BY: Councillor Mrs Priestman

RESOLVED: That the proposed policies be approved and adopted as set out in the report of the Responsible Financial Officer.



	246.
	Community Governance Review

The Town Clerk introduced his report on the review of parish boundaries and other issues which had been commenced by North Somerset Council and referred to the town’s boundaries with adjoining parishes. The matter would come back to the Town Council meeting on 21st September and officers needed guidance on how to approach the review.
Members debated whether Weston-super-Mare had broadly reached its natural boundaries.
The Chairman referred to the boundary with Wick St. Lawrence Parish Council which followed former field boundaries prior to being developed for housing and which bore no relation to the current road layout.

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Collins
SECONDED BY: Councillor Keating
RESOLVED: That no significant change be sought to the town boundaries but that the detailed boundary with the parish of Wick St. Lawrence be reviewed.



	247.
	Development Budget

A report had been circulated with the agenda recommending the creation of a small development budget for items such as the friends of the Milton Road Cemetery.
Debate ensued. Members noted that the Cemetery had been much improved under the Town Council’s stewardship. The Committee recorded its appreciation of the work of the Friends and also recorded their thanks for the dedication of the Council’s ground staff.

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Heard
SECONDED BY: Councillor Mrs. Priestman
RESOLVED: That a budget of £500 be vired from the Professional Fees budget and made available to the Development Officer, any unspent money at the end of the financial year to be returned to the general fund balance.



	248.
	Supported Bus Service

The Town Clerk introduced his report and explained that while the decision had previously been taken to end the subsidy for the bus service 869, North Somerset Council was asking for three months further subsidy, to reflect that by law three months notice had to be given to terminate the service.

Members noted that the service had been replaced by a more frequent service passing nearby the terminus of the 869.

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Collins
SECONDED BY: Councillor Mrs. Priestman
RESOLVED: That a further and final three months’ subsidy be paid to North Somerset Council.


	249.
	Weston Public Conveniences and Car Parks

Correspondence with North Somerset Council had been circulated with the agenda.
Debate ensued. Members noted that it had never been the Town Council’s intention to take over car parks or toilets, the enquiry had come out of a comment made by a councillor at a Town Council meeting. Members noted that North Somerset was closing some public toilets in Weston and some members felt that North Somerset should consider putting the management of toilets out to tender.
RESOLVED: That the correspondence be noted.



	250.
	Street Safe Bus 

The committee considered the application for financial support that had been circulated with the agenda.

Debate ensued. Members considered the role of the Street Safe Bus and the Street Pastors and whether they could be better co-ordinated. 

The Committee debated whether the Street Safe Bus gave value for money. A member emphasised the benefits of the bus in providing a safe place for people to go on summer Saturday evenings. Some members considered that more effort should be made to raise money through advertising or sponsorship. Other members felt that the Health Authority should fund the bus as its main function was to provide nursing care and arrange for people to get to hospital.



	
	Standing Orders were suspended at 8.16 p.m.

Katie Koo, Fair Share Development Worker, explained that the funding was needed to keep the bus going and that additional sources of funding were being sought.

Cllr. Dr. Kellaway-Marriott said that he supported the application and everything which had been suggested to find alternative sources of funding was in hand.

Standing Orders were resumed at 8.23 p.m.



	
	PROPOSED BY: Councillor Heard
SECONDED BY: Councillor Keating
That a grant of £4,000 be awarded to the Street Safe Bus.
AMENDMENT

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Kimitri
SECONDED BY: Councillor Mrs. Priestman
That a grant of £2,000 be awarded to the Street Safe Bus. 
There being an equality of votes, the Chairman used his casting vote in favour of the amendment.

RESOLVED: That a grant of £2,000 be awarded to the Street Safe Bus.


	251.
	Exclusion of the press and public
RESOLVED: under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 to exclude the press and public by reason of the confidential nature of the next item of business.


	252.
	Milton Road Cemetery Boundary

The Town Clerk introduced his confidential report which had been circulated with the agenda. 
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Keating
SECONDED BY: Councillor Canniford
That the Town Clerk be authorised to negotiate a boundary agreement with the neighbouring landowner to confirm that ownership of the boundary wall remains with the Town Council, but allowing the neighbour to retain a half boarded fence on the Cemetery side of the wall. 


	
	There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.46 p.m.

Signed……………………………..       Dated……………………..
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