WESTON-SUPER- MARE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE POLICY AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 

HELD AT GROVE HOUSE ON 7th JANUARY 2008

Meeting Commenced: 7.00 pm


                    Meeting Concluded:  8.00 pm
PRESENT:
Councillors – Kellaway-Marriott (Chairman), Morris (Vice Chairman), Collins, Mrs Pepperall, Kimitri, Canniford, Cleland, Mrs Howell and Keating .
IN ATTENDANCE: Councillor Mrs Priestman.
	605.
	Apologies for Absence.

Received from: Councillor Horler, Councillor Parker and Councillor Edwards.


	606.
	Declaration of Interest.

Councillor Kimitri declared a Personal Interest as Landlord to Barcode Youth Café.

Councillor Canniford declared a Personal Interest as a supplier to the Town Council.


	607.
	To receive and approve the minutes of the Policy and Finance Committee meeting held on 10th December 2007.
It was agreed that the above minutes needed to be reflected as follows:

Min 538 – xiii) Housekeeping Grove Lodge should read

Councillor Canniford proposed, seconded by Councillor Keating that the budget figures be increased to £2,500. The proposal was put to the vote and lost.

Min 538 – xxix) Barcode Entertainment should read

Following a debate, Councillor Morris proposed, seconded by Councillor Collins that the budget remain at £6,000. The proposal was agreed.

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Morris, seconded by Councillor Cleland and agreed that subject to the above amendment the Minutes be accepted and signed as a true record.



	608.
	Monthly Financial Reports

        Bank Reconciliations at  31st December 2007

        Schedule of receipted Income December 2007 £8,512.37 net (£9,183.42 gross)  
        Expenditure for January 2008 £60,020.62 net (£62,125.59 gross).

        Bank Interest Report – On 19th December 2007 the amount of £240,000.00 was invested with Abbey Time Deposits for a period of 21 days at the rate of 5.95%. This will result in the sum of £821.59 being received as interest for the period.
        Unresolved Financial Queries – There where no queries (arising from previous meeting).
        Items iv & vi) Budgetery Control Report at 30th November 2007 and Budgetery Control Report at 31st December 2007 was agreed to be deferred until February 2008.
RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Morris, seconded by Councillor Canniford and agreed to approve the above monthly financial reports and defer the Budget Reports for November 2007 and December 2007 until February 2008

	609.
	Review of Members Allowance Scheme.

A letter from North Somerset Council had been received by the committee with regard to the Review of the Members Allowance Scheme. The Town Clerk reminded the committee of the current arrangements regarding allowances for Councillors. The Chairman informed the committee that there was no provision for payment of allowances in the proposed budget for 2008 / 2009, and so any decision to change the current allowances would need to be reflected in the final budget for 2008 / 2009.
A debate followed, Councillor Canniford proposed, seconded by Councillor Keating that the Town Council should be against any change to the current allowances paid by the Town Council in 2008 / 2009 and that any change should be reviewed as and when necessary for future years.

Councillor Morris proposed an amendment to the above proposal.

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Morris, seconded by Councillor Kellaway-Marriott and agreed that the Town Council would be against any change to the current allowance to members, (no basic allowance) for 2008 / 2009, The Town Council would welcome proposals from the panel for future year’s consideration, which would be considered by the full Town Council.



	610.
	Affordable Housing Supplementary Planning Document 

A document had been received by the committee for consideration from North Somerset Council.

The document was debated at length.

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Kellaway-Marriott, seconded by Councillor Canniford and agreed that the Town Council endorse the view that ensuring access to good quality housing at a reasonable cost is a key indicator to achieving sustainable development and that affordable housing should be dispersed proportionately over the whole area of North Somerset.



	611.
	

	612.
	7.30pm Councillor Mrs Pepperall arrived.



	613.
	West Mendip Internal Drainage Board- Notification of receipt of Policy Delivery Statement.

A letter dated 26th November 2007 had been received and circulated with the agenda. 
RESOLVED: That the letter be noted.



	614.
	To receive recommendations from the Youth Council.

The minutes from the Youth Council Meeting 6th December 2007 were received by the committee with the following recommendations:
        (min no 17) OTT Drama Group grant application £1,000 be awarded.

        (min no 21) 6 original Youth Councillors be awarded with Honorary Membership.

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Morris, seconded by Councillor Kellaway-Marriott and agreed that OTT Drama received £1,000 from the Town Council and that the remaining six founder members of the Youth council be awarded Honorary Membership (non voting) as recommended by the Youth Council.



	
	There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting.

Signed……………………………..       Dated……………………..




