WESTON-SUPER- MARE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE POLICY AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 

HELD AT GROVE HOUSE ON 16th OCTOBER 2007

Meeting Commenced: 7.00 pm


                    Meeting Concluded:  9.05 pm

PRESENT: Councillors – Kellaway-Marriott, Morris, Horler, Kimitri, Collins, Mrs Pepperall, Keating, Canniford and Cleland.
Prior to the commencement of the meeting Rex at the Rex Factor addressed the meeting with regard to his grant application for a log cabin to be purchased at an approximate cost of £8,000 for ‘Santa’ to use as a grotto in the Town Centre over the Christmas period.  Peter Ashley also addressed the meeting as a representative from Ashley Associates who were to supply the proposed cabin. The Town Centre Manager (Steve Townsend) addressed the committee with regard to the plan’s for the Christmas Festivities and the possible positioning of the ‘Grotto’.

	392
	Election of Chairman.

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Morris, seconded by Councillor Collins and 
agreed that Councillor Kellaway-Marriott would be Chairman of the Policy and Finance 
Committee. 



	393
	Election of Vice Chairman. 

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Kellaway-Marriott, seconded by Councillor Collins 

and agreed that Councillor Morris would be Vice Chairman of the Policy and Finance 

Committee.



	394
	Apologies for Absence.

Received from Councillor Parker and Councillor Mrs Howell.



	395
	Declarations of Interest.

Councillor Canniford declared a prejudicial interest as a supplier to the Town Council, 
Councillor Horler declared a personal interest with regard to Santa’s Grotto grant application, 

Councillor Kimitri declared a personal interest as a Landlord to Towerpiece.



	396
	To receive and approve the minutes of the Policy & Resources Committee meeting 

held on 17th September 2007.

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Canniford, seconded by Councillor Keating and agreed 

that the minutes be accepted and signed as a true record.



	397

i)
ii)

iii)

iv)

v)

vi)


	Monthly Financial Reports:-

Bank Reconciliations 30th September 2007
Schedule of receipted Income September 2007 £329,351.21 (Gross £329,906.68) 

Schedule of Expenditure for October 2007 £80,811.02 (Gross £83,380.96)

Bank Interest report September 2007 – On 25th September 2007 the amount of £395,000.00

was invested with Abbey Time Deposits at a rate of 5.59% for a period of 21 days which would 

result in £1,340.84 being received in interest for the period. 
Budgetery control report 30th September 2007 

Unresolved queries  

It was confirmed that all queries received from Councillor Kellaway-Marriot had been addressed by the Town Clerk and that he was satisfied with the answers received.

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Morris, seconded by Councillor Mrs Pepperall and agreed to accept the above monthly financial reports.



	398
	Replacement Photocopier

A report was received at the meeting by the Committee with regard to the replacement 
of the current photocopier at Grove House (Admin Office).
RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Morris, seconded by Councillor Kellaway-Marriott 

and agreed that the Lease of the Ricoh MP3500 Black & White Photocopier with staple 

sorter at the quarterly rental of £133.68 (cost at time of report), could be arranged as and 

when the current copier was no longer adequate for use, with prior agreement of the Town Clerk, the Leader of the Council and the Chairman of the Policy & Finance 

Committee.



	399
	Christmas Lights /  Grant Applications

Grant Application for ‘Santa’s Grotto’
It was agreed that the grant application previously received for ‘Santa’s grotto’ should be discussed after the Christmas lights.

Standing orders Suspended 8.20pm

Proposed by Councillor Canniford, seconded by Councillor Morris and agreed that 

standing orders be suspended to allow the Town Centre Manager to address the

 committee with regard to the Christmas Lights and ‘Santa’s grotto’ grant application.
Standing orders resumed 8.30pm

It was recommended by the Town Clerk that due to the timescale and Budgetery funds 

available for this years Christmas lights the grant application for the ‘Santa’s grotto be 

fully investigated for Christmas 2008, and that the Town Council actively assist ‘Santa’ 

to find alternative accommodation for 2007.

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Morris, seconded by Councillor Mrs Pepperall 

and agreed that the Town Clerks recommendation be accepted with regard to the 

Grant Application.

Christmas Lights
A report was received at the meeting by the committee with regard to the Christmas 

lights 2007, this included the previously agreed amounts and quotes for the remaining 

areas which were not available at the last meeting (Italian Gardens and Christmas Tree, 

Alexandra Parade & Waterloo Street).

It was agreed by the committee that a working party was needed to set up a framework agreement and agree a tendering process with regard to the Christmas Lights for 2008, this to be included on the Policy and Finance Agenda January 2008 for discussion. 

Councillor Horler stated that arrangements for Christmas Lights should be agreed in the first week of September as had always been the case.

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Kellaway Marriot, seconded by Councillor Morris 

and agreed that the following financial quotes / costs for Christmas lights be accepted:-

Italian Gardens and Christmas Tree  -  £6335

Alexandra Parade   -  £2400

Waterloo Street  -  £1150



	400
	Minutes of the Blakehay Management Sub Committee held on 24th September 2007.

It was agreed that the Minutes of the Blakehay Management Sub Committee held on the 

24th September 2007 be accepted.



	401
	Notes of the Youth Council Meeting held on 13th September 2007.

It was agreed that the notes of the Youth Council Meeting held on the 13th September 2007 should be noted, and that the Youth Council should be congratulated for their decision with regards to the arrangements for the provision of pool tables.



	402
	Town Council Fees and Charges for Financial Year 2008/2009.

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Morris, seconded by Councillor Collins and agreed that the following fees and charges for the Financial Year 2008/2009 should be as follows (a 3% increase on the previous year).

Facility

proposed 08 / 09 (+3%)
proposed 08/09 (+3%)
Grove House Weddings

Saturdays

309.00

154.50

Thursdays

257.50

128.75

Allotments (Prices at April 2008)
Full size plot

1.68 per metre

0.84p per metre

(one year notice required to

raise charges)

Blakehay  (fees to have VAT 

added)

Auditorium per  session

132.87

66.95

Auditorium per rate 2 sessions same day

220.42

110.21

Auditorium performance rate

263.68

132.87

Auditorium performance rate 2 sessions per day

440.84

220.42

Upstairs studio

65.92

32.96

Upstairs studio 2 sessions same day

106.09

55.62

downstairs studio - as upstairs

65.92

32.96

kitchen per session

30.90

26.78

Burial Fees

To increase in line with North Somerset Council burial charges tba.  Note the Town Council charges non resident fees, not charged by North Somerset Council.

Barcode Youth Café

Main room  3 hr evening

247.00

124.00

Main room 2 hr daytime

62.00

31.00

meeting room per hour

21.00

10.00



	403
	Draft Homelessness Strategy 2007-2001 North Somerset Council.
A consultation document had been received with regard to The Homelessness Strategy 
2007 – 2011 from North Somerset Council.

RESOLVED:  
i)       Proposed by Councillor Canniford, seconded by Councillor Collins and agreed that a  reply was made to North Somerset stating that a more robust strategy was needed to deal with the issues with regard to the current Drug / Homelessness problem after          people have attended and dropped out of rehabilitation centres.  Consideration should be given to returning people back to their original origins to reduce the burden on the Town.

ii)      Proposed by Councillor Canniford, seconded by Councillor Keating and agreed that the Town Council recommended to North Somerset Council that the word ‘endeavour’ be removed from the Strategic Aim No 4.  Landlords who did not have certain standards of accommodation should not be used by North Somerset Council.



	404
	Re-designating the role of Blakehay Caretaker to Blakehay Technician / Designated Person

RESOLVED:  Proposed by Councillor Morris, seconded by Councillor Cleland and agreed that

the recruitment take place for a Part Time Blakehay Theatre Technician (re designated from 

Blakehay Caretaker) for core hours of 15 per week, starting on Spinal Column 16.




There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting.
Signed……………………………………………..Dated……………………………………….
Chairman of the Policy and Finance Committee
