WESTON-SUPER- MARE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE POLICY AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 

HELD AT GROVE HOUSE ON 17th MARCH 2008

Meeting Commenced: 7.00 pm


                    Meeting Concluded:  8:45 pm
PRESENT:
Councillors – Kellaway-Marriott (Chairman), Morris (Vice Chairman), Collins, Kimitri, Canniford, Cleland, Mrs Howell, Keating, Mrs Pepperall, and Horler.
IN ATTENDANCE: Councillor Mrs Priestman, Cllr Ley-Morgan, Cllr Hitchins Finance Officer and Finance Assistant.
	791.
	Apologies for Absence.

Received from: Councillor Parker and Councillor Edwards.


	792.
	Declaration of Interest.

Councillor Kimitri declared a Personal Interest as Landlord to Barcode Youth Café.

Councillor Canniford declared a Personal Interest as a supplier to the Town Council.
Councillor’s Horler, Kellaway-Marriott, Morris, Parker, Collins, Cleland and Keating declared a Personal Interest as North Somerset Councillors in relation to the Grant applications received from North Somerset Rangers Service.


	793.
	To receive and approve the minutes of the Policy and Finance Committee meeting held on 18th February 2008.

Amendment: Councillor Morris requested that the wording of the North Somerset Local Action Team grant application, be amended in the previous minutes, to read, that the request has been made from North Worle Local Action Team as indicated on the application form.  

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Morris, seconded by Councillor Collins, and agreed that subject to the above amendment the Minutes be accepted and signed as a true record.



	794.
	Monthly Financial Reports

        Bank Reconciliations at  29th February 2008

        Schedule of receipted Income February 2008 £29,312.51 net (£28,480.91 gross)  
        Expenditure for February 2008 £87,015.29 net (£92,390.30gross).
        Budgetery Control Report 29th February 2008 (to follow)
        Unresolved queries (arising from previous meeting)

        
RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Kellaway-Marriott, seconded by Councillor Mrs Pepperall and agreed to approve the above monthly financial reports. 



	795.
	All outstanding grant applications

It was agreed to defer this agenda item to the end of the meeting.


	796.
	Town Trail – Councillor Ley-Morgan

Councillor Ley-Morgan presented the meeting with a leaflet designed by John Crockford-Hawley with regard to the Town Trail. The leaflet would provide visitors to the town with a route to follow indicating places of interest to visit.
A quote has been obtained from Judy Kisiel of the Weston Mercury to produce the leaflets at a cost of £1287.00 for 10,000 leaflets.

The leaflets were to be kept Grove House, libraries, museums etc. 

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Canniford, seconded by Councillor Keating and agreed that the Town Trail leaflet be supported by the Town Council subject to obtaining the best quote for printing.



	797.
	7:20p.m – Councillor Cleland arrived



	798.
	To receive and consider notes from the Expenditure and Governance Working Party.

The committee again congratulated the Finance Officer and Finance Assistant on the considerable amount of work that had been diligently done in preparation for the meeting.
It was noted that a credit had been obtained from British Gas which had been reflected in the accounts. 



	799.
	

	800.
	Byron Road Bus Shelter repairs

Councillor Horler identified that this shelter needed constant repairing.
RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Cleland, seconded by Councillor Morris and agreed that the Byron Road Bus shelter repairs should go ahead at a cost of £369 plus vat, and that any future costs for the repair of Bus Shelters should be put to the Expenditure and Governance Working Party prior to going to the Policy and Finance Committee and that North Somerset Council be approached for possible funding.



	801.
	ALCA- Annual Subscription 2008/2009

The ALCA Annual subscription fee for 2008/2009 was noted as being £5,914.78.
.

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Morris, seconded by Councillor Collins and agreed that the Council should renew its subscription with ALCA at the above cost.



	802.
	Insurance Renewal 1st April 2008.

The committee had received a report with regard to the quotes received from Aon and Zurich Insurance prior to the meeting. The Finance Officer provided details of a subsequent quote received from Zurich (current Insurer) with details of further discounts.
A debate followed.

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Canniford, seconded by Councillor Morris and agreed that the Finance Officer arrange a 14 day extension on our current policy renewal date of 1st April 2008, and that the Buildings sum insured by Zurich for Grove House, Grove Lodge and Barcode Youth Café be checked against the Council’s Lease requirements for the above- named sites to ensure the level of cover is needed / adequate. Councillor Kimitri offered to assist the Finance Officer as required. An Extraordinary meeting of the Committee would be arranged to discuss the matter. 

  

	803.
	Petty cash

It was noted that the petty cash figure in the accounts year ending 31.03.07 was incorrectly stated as £900. This should have been recorded as petty cash value £700.



	804.
	All outstanding Grant Applications.

National Archaeology Week

Councillor Kellaway-Marriott and Councillor Cleland declared a personal Interest as members of the Weston-super-Mare Archaeological and Natural History Society.

A debate followed with regard to the decision made for grant funding of £2,000 (min 713) 

RESOLVED: It was agreed that as per previous minute 713 the National Archaeology week be awarded £2,000 for activities during the week.

Helidays-  Request for £5,000

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Morris, seconded by Councillor Cleland and agreed that £5,000 be awarded to Helidays from the Tourist & Community Events grants budget.

Avon Wildlife – Request for £1,000

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Morris, seconded by Councillor Collins and agreed that the no grant be awarded to Avon Wildlife due to the organisation being outside the Weston Super Mare Area.

Age Concern – Request for £1,500

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Morris, seconded by Councillor Collins and agreed that £500 be awarded to Age Concern from the Small and Voluntary grants budget.

Councillor Canniford wished it to be recorded that he supported the full amount of £1,500 and would have voted for this to be awarded.

Weston Super Mare Savoyards – Request for £1,000

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Morris, seconded by Councillor Collins and agreed that £500 be awarded to Weston Super Mare Savoyards from the Small and Voluntary grants budget.

Freewheelers – Request for £1,000

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Morris, seconded by Councillor Collins and agreed that £1,000 be awarded to Freewheelers from the Small and Voluntary grants budget.

Weston Brass – Request for £1,000

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Morris, seconded by Councillor Collins and agreed that the Town Council will be happy to support Weston Brass subject to confirmation from them that they have found a new base, at which time their application will be re-considered.

National Osteoporosis Society– Request for £512

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Morris, seconded by Councillor Collins and agreed that £512 be awarded to National Osteoporosis Society from the Small and Voluntary grants budget.

Safety Zone – Request for £1,000

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Morris, seconded by Councillor Kimitri and agreed that £500 be awarded to Safety Zone from the Small and Voluntary grants budget. The committee also requested that Safety Zone inform the Town Council of the schools which are benefiting from the grant to ensure that all schools in Weston are being given the opportunity to visit Safety Zone and are aware that the Town Council has provided financial support to enable them to do so.

RAFA – Request for £1,000

RESOLVED:  Proposed by Councillor Morris, seconded by Councillor Keating and agreed to defer the grant application received from the RAFA until the next Ordinary meeting on 21st April 2008.

North Somerset Rangers Service – 7 applications received for events in North Somerset:-

Woodland Spring Fair - £2,000

Open Air Theatre - £3,000

Music & Dance from around the World - £6,000

Halloween in the Park - £3,000

Summer Family Fun Days - £4,600

Children’s Christmas Show - £600

RESOLVED: It was agreed by the committee that the Town Council write to North Somerset Rangers service and request that the Rangers attend the next Policy and Finance committee meeting to provide a complete cost breakdown of the above applications.

	
	There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting.

Signed……………………………..       Dated……………………..



	
	


