WESTON-SUPER- MARE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE POLICY AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 

HELD AT GROVE HOUSE ON 18th FEBRUARY 2008

Meeting Commenced: 7.00 pm


                    Meeting Concluded:  9.10 pm
PRESENT:
Councillors – Kellaway-Marriott (Chairman), Morris (Vice Chairman), Collins, Kimitri, Canniford, Cleland, Mrs Howell, Keating, Parker and Horler.
IN ATTENDANCE: Councillor Mrs Priestman.
Prior to the commencement of the meeting representative’s from North Somerset Rangers Service addressed the meeting with regard to Agenda item 5 and their request for grants to ensure the continuation of future events by the Rangers Service.
	
	

	699.
	Apologies for Absence.

Received from: Councillor Mrs Pepperall and Councillor Edwards.


	700.
	Declaration of Interest.

Councillor Kimitri declared a Personal Interest as Landlord to Barcode Youth Café.

Councillor Canniford declared a Personal Interest as a supplier to the Town Council.
Councillor’s Horler, Kellaway-Marriott, Morris, Parker, Collins, Cleland and Keating declared a Personal Interest as North Somerset Councillors in relation to the Grant applications received from North Somerset Rangers Service.


	701.
	To receive and approve the minutes of the Policy and Finance Committee meeting held on 7th January 2008.
RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Morris, seconded by Councillor Kellaway-Marriott and agreed that subject to the above amendment the Minutes be accepted and signed as a true record.



	702.
	Monthly Financial Reports

        Bank Reconciliations at  31st January 2008

        Schedule of receipted Income January 2008 £48,651.77 net (£49,543.85 gross)  
        Expenditure for February 2008 £85,999.37 net (£88,797.65 gross).
        Budgetery Control Report 30th November 2007
        Budgetery Control Report 31st December 2007
        Budgetery Control Report 31st January 2008 

        Bank Interest Report – On 9th January 2008 the amount of £200,000.00 was invested with Abbey Time Deposits for a period of 28 days at the rate of 5.33%. This will result in the sum of £963.78 being received as interest for the period.
RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Kellaway-Marriott, seconded by Councillor Morris and agreed to approve the above monthly financial reports. Any unresolved queries (Agenda item viii) would be addressed before the next meeting on 17th March 2008. 



	703.
	To Consider for approval all outstanding grant applications received by the Town Council.

An updated spreadsheet listing all grant applications for consideration from 2008 /2009 grant budget was circulated at the meeting.
Councillor Parker proposed, seconded by Councillor Keating that the committee form a Grant Sub Committee to discuss and recommend Grants to the Policy and Finance Committee as it was felt that a decision could not be made having not received the full Grant Application supporting information.

Councillor Kellaway-Marriott reminded the committee that all applications had been available to view at Grove House prior to the meeting.

The proposal was put to the vote and lost (4 in favour, 6 against).

A further debate took place with regard to the Grant Applications.

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Morris, seconded by Councillor Kellaway-Marriott and agreed to move Agenda item 5 to the end of the meeting.

7.25pm Councillor Kimitri arrived.



	704.
	Youth Council Recommendations
Min no 29 

Grant of £1,500 for 2008 Youth Twinning Activities

Grant of £1,000 towards Disabled Access Ramp for Barcode Youth Café

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Morris, seconded by Councillor Collins  and agreed that the above recommendations from the Youth Council be accepted.



	705.
	Hutton Bus Service

The committee had received a report from the Town Clerk which identified that during 2007 /2008 the Town Council budgeted £3,650 for the service, however was only invoiced for £3,095 leaving a balance of £555. The Town Clerk recommended that £555 was ring fenced for 2008 /2009 budget for Hutton Park Bus Service.
RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Morris, seconded by Councillor Collins and agreed that £555 was ring fenced for 2008 / 2009 for Hutton Park Bus Service.



	706.
	To receive the notes from the Expenditure and Governance Working Party.

Councillor Kellaway-Marriott congratulated the Finance Officer and Finance Assistant on the considerable amount of work that had been diligently done in preparation for the meeting.

Councillor Morris was pleased to see that the Agenda was copied in white to save money on paper costs except for ‘Front Sheet’ to identify which meeting the papers related to.



	707.
	To receive and consider quotations for the Town Council’s Insurance renewal.

RESOLVED: It was agreed to defer this item until the next meeting on 17th March 2008 as no information had yet been received in relation to the quotes.



	708.
	National Archaeology Week.

RESOLVED:   Proposed by Councillor Morris, seconded by Councillor Kellaway-Marriott and agreed to defer this agenda item for consideration at the end of the meeting.



	709.
	BADD – Distribution of remaining funds.

A report was received by the committee with the Agenda with regard to the distribution of the remaining funds which the Town Council had supplied as a grant donation to Business Against Drink and Drugs upon disbanding. A recommendation by the Police was that the remaining funds (£500) be donated to the Street Pastors Scheme.
RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Morris, seconded by Councillor Mrs Howell and agreed that the remaining funds of (£500) be donated to the Street Pastors Scheme.



	710.
	To Consider appointment of Health and Safety Consultant.

A report was received by the committee from Peninsula with regard to providing Health and Safety Support for the Town Council.
Councillor Kellaway-Marriott declared a Personal Interest as a director of the Town Centre Partnership who already employed Peninsula for their Health and Safety Support.

A debate followed with regard to the cost and level of cover that would be given if any agreement with Peninsula was made.

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Parker, seconded by Councillor Morris and agreed that Peninsula should be appointed as Health and Safety Consultants to the Town Council at a discounted cost of £300.00 per calendar month for a contract period of 5 years.



	711.
	To consider virement of funding for Bus Shelter repairs.

The community and Leisure Officer had identified that the following repair costs relating to bus shelters:
Becket Road            £184

Summer Lane           £194

Byron Road              £1,375

Mead Vale                £54

Beckett Road            £184

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Morris, seconded by Councillor Horler and agreed that the all repairs should be made at the above cost with exception of Byron Road, which the committee requested that the Community and Leisure Officer obtain further quotations for this repair to include the provision of Georgian wire in the Perspex roof as has been supplied to other bus shelters in Weston.



	712.
	To consider the availability of Town Council premises for use by Voluntary Groups.

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Kimitri, seconded by Councillor Canniford and agreed that the Town Council would provide the use of a room at Barcode or the Blakehay Theatre free of charge for Brand New Voluntary Groups within Weston Super Mare for their Initial Start up meeting only with a Town Councillor present.



	713.
	National Archaeology Week.

A report was received by the committee with the Agenda with regard to the National Archaeology Week and a recommendation for £2,000 from the Town Council.
The Town Clerk explained to the committee that the grant request would come from the 2008 / 2009 Town and Tourism Budget and not from the Small & Voluntary Groups.

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Horler, seconded by Councillor Kimitri and agreed that the Town Council would award £2,000 in grant funding to the National Archaeology Week.



	714.

i)

ii)

iii)

iv)

v)

vi)


	To Consider for approval all outstanding grant applications received by the Town Council.

The Finance Officer read out from the application forms the reasons for requests for the following Grant Applications which were considered by the committee:
M. S Therapy Centre

Grant request for £500

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Parker, seconded by Councillor Cleland and agreed that £500 was awarded to the M S Therapy Centre towards the cost of payments to volunteer drivers who provide transport for users of the Therapy Centre from the Small and Voluntary grant budget.

Weston Super Mare Brass 

Grant request for £1,000

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Morris, seconded by Councillor Collins and agreed to defer the grant application for Weston Super Mare Brass until the next Policy and Finance meeting 17th March 2008.

Safety Zone

Grant request for £1,000

RESOLVED:  Proposed by Councillor Keating, seconded by Councillor Morris and agreed that the Town Council request more information from Safety Zone in relation to their grant application and reduced fee charges for admission to Safety Zone.

National Osteoporosis Society

Grant request for £512.00

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Keating, seconded by Councillor Canniford and agreed to defer the grant application for the National Osteoporosis Society until the next Policy and Finance meeting 17th March 2008.

Royal Air Forces Band ( RAFA)

Grant request for £1,000

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Morris, seconded by Councillor Collins and agreed that the Town Council request more information from RAFA in relation to their grant application and the actual cost of providing storage.

North Somerset Local Action Team

Grant request for £500

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Horler, seconded by Councillor Parker and agreed that the Town Council award £500 from the Crime and Disorder budget for equipment which was to be kept at Grove House for the use of all LAT’s in the Weston Area.



	vii)

viii)

ix)

x)

xi)

xii)
	Weston Super Mare Horticultural Society

Grant request for £500

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Morris, seconded by Councillor Cleland and agreed that no grant was awarded for costs relating to speakers for monthly meetings on this occasion.

British Korean Veterans Association

Grant request for £600

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Collins, seconded by Councillor Parker and agreed that the British Korean Veterans Association be awarded £600 towards the cost of members and wives travel to the National Memorial Day 27th July 2008 from the Small and Voluntary budget.

Weston Super Mare Arts Festival

Grant request for £550

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Canniford, seconded by Councillor Morris and agreed that Weston Super Mare Arts Festival be awarded £150 to purchase A Boards from the Small and Voluntary budget.

Ashcombe Blind Bowling Club

Grant request for £500

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Parker, seconded by Councillor Morris and agreed that Ashcombe Blind Bowling Club be awarded £500 for travel costs to attend tournaments and competitions from the Small and Voluntary budget.

Weston Senior Citizens Forum

Grant request for £500

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Canniford, seconded by Councillor Parker and agreed that no grant be awarded towards cost of producing Monthly Newsletters for members on this occasion.

Street Safe Bus (CSDAT)

Grant request for £4,000

Councillor Kellaway-Marriot declared a personal interest as a director of Victim Support, Avondale.

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Kimitri, seconded by Councillor Keating and agreed that the Street Safe Bus be awarded £4,000 towards the funding of additional weekends of the Street Safe bus during the winter months and peak times from the Crime and Disorder budget.



	xiii)

xiv)

xv)

xvi)

xvii)

xviii)

xix)


	North Somerset Rangers Service (1)

Woodland Spring Fair request for £2,000

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Morris, seconded by Councillor Keating and agreed to defer the North Somerset Rangers Service grant application for the Woodland Fair until the next Policy and Finance committee meeting on 17th March 2008.

North Somerset Rangers Service (2)

Open Air Theatre request for £3,000

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Morris, seconded by Councillor Keating and agreed to defer the North Somerset Rangers Service grant application for the Open Air Theatre until the next Policy and Finance committee meeting on 17th March 2008.

North Somerset Rangers Service (3)

Music and Dance from around the World request for £6,000

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Morris, seconded by Councillor Keating and agreed to defer the North Somerset Rangers Service grant application for Music and Dance from around the World until the next Policy and Finance committee meeting on 17th March 2008.

North Somerset Rangers Service (4)

Halloween in the Park request for £3,000

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Morris, seconded by Councillor Keating and agreed to defer the North Somerset Rangers Service grant application for Halloween in the Park until the next Policy and Finance committee meeting on 17th March 2008.

North Somerset Rangers Service (5)

Parks Summer fun days request for £4,600

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Morris, seconded by Councillor Keating and agreed to defer the North Somerset Rangers Service grant application for the Park Summer fun days until the next Policy and Finance committee meeting on 17th March 2008.

North Somerset Rangers Service (6)

Children’s Christmas Show request for £600

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Morris, seconded by Councillor Keating and agreed to defer the North Somerset Rangers Service grant application for the Children’s Christmas Show until the next Policy and Finance committee meeting on 17th March 2008.

North Somerset Rangers Service (7)

Bands in the Park request for £2,800

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Morris, seconded by Councillor Keating and agreed to defer the North Somerset Rangers Service grant application for the Bands in the Park until the next Policy and Finance committee meeting on 17th March 2008.



	xx)

xxi)

xxii)


	Weston Council for Voluntary Services

Request for £1,000

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Morris, seconded by Councillor Keating and agreed that the Town Council request more information with regard the Weston Council for Voluntary Services grant application with regard to how the directory is circulated.

Wayfarers Drama Group

Request for £1,100

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Kimitri, seconded by Councillor Canniford and agreed that the Wayfarers Drama Group be awarded £250 towards the cost of Curtains and Intercom system from the Small and Voluntary Budget as the Committee is aware that the Group has recently received monies from the Mayors Charity Ball 2007 (issued February 2008).

Somewhere to Go

Grant request for £1,000

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Canniford, seconded by Councillor Morris and agreed that Somewhere to Go be awarded £100 towards the cost of Paint and Brushes for the decoration of the Entrance Hall and Stairwell from the Small and Voluntary budget.



	xxiii)

xxiv)

xxv)


	The Notable Club

Grant request for £500

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Kimitri, seconded by Councillor Morris and agreed that The Notable Club be awarded £250 towards the cost of transport and travel expenses for members from the Small and Voluntary budget as the Committee is aware that the Group has recently received monies from the Mayors Charity Ball 2007 (issued February 2008).

Weston Arts Festival 

Grant request for £250

Councillor Kellaway-Marriott declared a Personal Interest in the Weston Arts Festival.

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Morris, seconded by Councillor Collins and agreed that the Weston Arts be awarded £200 towards the cost of publishing the Short Stories booklet from the Small and Voluntary budget.

Mankind Initiative

Grant request for £300

Councillor Kellaway-Marriott left the meeting after declaring a Prejudicial Interest in the Mankind Initiative.
Councillor Morris chaired the decision with regard to Mankind Initiative.

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Morris proposed, seconded by Councillor Horler and agreed that the Town Council request more information with regard to Mankind Initiative’s grant application with regard to more detail on what the money would be spent on. 



	
	Councillor Kellaway-Marriott returned to the meeting and resumed his position as Chairman.



	xxv)
	Soroptimist International or Weston Super Mare

Grant request for £500.

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Horler, seconded by Councillor Keating and agreed that the Soroptimists International of Weston Super Mare be awarded £250 toward the cost of the ‘Science day’ at the Winter Gardens from the Town and Tourism Events budget.



	xxv)
	Uphill Village Society

Grant request for £1,240.

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Morris, seconded by Councillor Collins and agreed that Uphill Village Society be awarded £740 towards the cost of grounds works around the village from the Small and Voluntary budget and that the £500 required for the Flower Boats and Planters should be requested by Uphill Village Society to the Flower Power Committee.

 

	xxvi)
	One True Step

Grant request for £3,100.

RESOLVED: It was agreed by the committee that no grant be awarded on this occasion and that One True Step should apply again in the future when they are more established with records as an organisation to a maximum of £1,000 from the Small and Voluntary budget.

 

	xxvii)


	Our Club

Grant request for £4,620.

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Canniford, seconded by Councillor Morris and agreed that no grant be awarded to Our Club on this occasion.



	xxviii)
	Preanes Green Resource Centre

Grant request for £1,000.

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Keating, seconded by Councillor Morris and agreed that the Preanes Green Resource Centre be awarded £1,000 towards the cost of running the Resources Centre from the Small and Voluntary budget.



	
	There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting.

Signed……………………………..       Dated……………………..




