Town Council 21.12.09 & 04.01.10

RE-ISSUED



WESTON-SUPER-MARE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE TOWN HALL ON
MONDAY 21ST DECEMBER 2009
AND MONDAY 4TH JANUARY 2010
Meeting Commenced: 7.00 p.m.


  


PRESENT: Councillors Dr. Kellaway-Marriott (Town Mayor), Horler (Leader of the Council), Mrs. Priestman (Deputy Leader of the Council), Bunn, Canniford, Cleland, Collins, Heard, Hitchins, Mrs. Holder, Judd, Keating, Kimitri, King, Ley Morgan, Purnell, Porter, Havill, and Mrs. Warwick.

IN ATTENDANCE:  Malcolm Nicholson (Town Clerk).
The Town Mayor invited his Chaplain, Reverend Monsignor Canon Gabriel Leyden, to say prayers.
	432.
	Apologies for Absence

Received from Councillors Parker, Mrs. Parry, Mrs. Howell, Mrs. How, Mrs. Pilgrim and Mrs. Willis.
The Town Clerk reported that Mrs. How had been unable to attend meetings since late August 2009 due to having suffered an accident. The Town Clerk was requested by members to send Councillor Mrs. How the Town Council’s best wishes for a full recovery.

RESOLVED: That the reason for absence be approved.



	433.
	Declarations of Interest

Councillors Keating and Bunn both declared a personal interest because their wives worked for North Somerset Council.
The Mayor and Councillors Mrs Priestman and Kimitri all declared a personal interest because they sat on the Town Centre Partnership.

Councillors King and Mrs. Warwick both declared a personal interest because they had nephews and nieces who worked for North Somerset Council.



	434.
	Motion to the Council

In accordance with Standing Order 1.3.2, a requisition was received to debate the following Motion:
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Canniford

SECONDED BY: Councillor Keating

“Weston-super-Mare Town Council calls North Somerset District Council to protect the economic vibrancy and jobs in Weston-super-Mare by resisting the removal of council operations to Clevedon.”

Debate ensued.

Councillors said that while the decision would be made elsewhere the transfer of up to 1000 jobs would have consequences were “enormous” for the town. We do not know the exact number of jobs that would be transferred, how the employees would get to Clevedon, or what would happen to the existing offices. Their job was to represent Weston’s interests.  
A Councillor agreed that as at 21st December 2009 we don’t know the facts or number of jobs that would be transferred to Clevedon. It had been announced that North Somerset would be producing a detailed report and business case for their meeting on 5th January 2010. Accordingly the meeting should be adjourned to 4th January and the Town Clerk asked to obtain and circulate this.
PROCEDURAL AMENDMENT:
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Mrs. Priestman
SECONDED BY: Councillor Porter 
“That the meeting be adjourned to 5.30pm on 4th January 2010.”
A Councillor said that while he was all for saving money, the information was lacking and the North Somerset meeting on 5th January was premature. It was questioned whether North Somerset itself had the information needed to make a proper decision. Accordingly notice was given of a further amendment that North Somerset Council be asked to defer making a decision.
Councillors felt that the proposal was worrying but that it was unlikely that North Somerset would defer their decision. Councillors emphasised that they do not want mud throwing between the Town Council and the District Council, but it was the Town Council’s job to stand up for the residents of Weston and representations needed to be made before the 5th January 2010. Accordingly the further amendment was withdrawn. A vote was taken and it was:
RESOLVED: That the Meeting be adjourned to 5.30pm on 4th January 2010.



	
	The Meeting adjourned at 7.40 p.m. on 21st December 2009



	
	The Meeting reconvened at 5.30 p.m. on 4th January 2010

PRESENT: Councillors Dr. Kellaway-Marriott (Town Mayor), Mrs. Priestman (Deputy Leader of the Council), Bunn, Canniford, Cleland, Collins, Darke, Heard, Hitchins, Mrs. Holder, Mrs. How, Keating, Kimitri, King, Ley Morgan, Morris, Parker, Mrs. Pepperall, Mrs. Pilgrim, Purnell, Porter, Webb, Mrs. Warwick and Mrs. Willis
IN ATTENDANCE:  Malcolm Nicholson (Town Clerk) and Sam Middlemiss (Committee Clerk).
The Town Mayor invited his Chaplain, Reverend Monsignor Canon Gabriel Leyden, to say prayers.

	435.
	Apologies for Absence

Received from Councillors Horler, C. Howell, Mrs. P. Howell, and Mrs. Warwick.



	436.
	Declarations of Interest
The Town Clerk advised that as this was a resumption of the adjourned meeting, declarations made earlier in the meeting did not need to be repeated.

Councillors Keating and Bunn reminded the Town Council of their declarations of interest on the 21st December 2009.

 Councillor Mrs. Pepperall joined the meeting at 5.35 p.m.


	437.
	Motion to the Council

Debate resumed on the Motion before the Council. 

Councillors Mrs. How and Cleland joined the meeting at 5.37 p.m. 
Councillor Porter joined the meeting at 5.42 p.m.
The Town Clerk had circulated a copy of the report to the December Executive Meeting and the report to tomorrow’s Council Meeting. Some Members were concerned at the economic implications for the town of moving a large number, said to be uncertain but estimated between 700 and 1000, to Clevedon. In addition there was concern at the environmental implications of staff having to commute to Clevedon, a town with no railway station.

Other Members said that they represented the ratepayers of Weston-super-Mare and referred to North Somerset Council being spread over 40 different office locations which was inefficient. The proposed office move was good value for money for North Somerset Council and this would help keep the council tax down and so benefit the town. 
FIRST AMENDMENT:
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Mrs. Willis
SECONDED BY: Councillor Porter
To leave out the words “by resisting the removal of council operations to Clevedon” so that the motion would read “Weston-super-Mare Town Council calls North Somerset District Council to protect the economic vibrancy and jobs in Weston-super-Mare.”

A Member gave notice that a second amendment would be moved.

At the request of a Member a named vote was taken with the following result: 

FOR: Councillors Cleland, Collins, Kimitri, Morris, Mrs. Pepperall, Mrs. Pilgrim, Porter and Mrs. Willis.

AGAINST: Councillors Bunn, Canniford, Darke, Hitchins, Heard, Mrs. Holder, Mrs. How, Keating, King, Ley-Morgan, Parker, Mrs. Priestman, Purnell and Webb.
The amendment therefore fell by 8 votes to 14.

SECOND AMENDMENT:
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Mrs. Priestman
SECONDED BY: Councillor Keating
To leave out the words in the motion after the second “Weston-super-Mare” and substitute “...by resisting the purchase of Castlewood until other options have been explored.”
The mover and seconder of the original motion with the consent of the Council accepted this amendment which therefore became the motion before the Council:
“Weston-super-Mare Town Council calls North Somerset District Council to protect the economic vibrancy and jobs in Weston-super-Mare by resisting the purchase of Castlewood until other options have been explored.” 

Some dual hatted members announced that they would abstain to avoid any risk of predetermination of a future vote at that Council. The Town Clerk advised that in his view there should not have been a problem provided Councillors were clear that a vote on the Town Council only represented a predisposition based on the information currently available; however it was a legitimate personal decision for each Councillor to take.

At the request of a Member a named vote was taken with the following result: 

FOR: Councillors Bunn, Canniford, Darke, Hitchins, Heard, Mrs. Holder, Mrs. How, Keating, King, Ley-Morgan, Parker, Mrs. Priestman, Purnell and Webb.

AGAINST: Councillor Mrs. Pepperall,

Councillors Cleland, Collins, Kimitri, Morris, Mrs. Pilgrim, Porter, and Mrs. Willis asked for their abstentions to be recorded.

RESOLVED: “Weston-super-Mare Town Council calls North Somerset District Council to protect the economic vibrancy and jobs in Weston-super-Mare by resisting the purchase of Castlewood until other options have been explored.” 



	
	There being no further business, the Town Mayor closed the meeting at 6.35 p.m.
Signed: .....................................................

Dated: ..................................


Town Mayor
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