WESTON-SUPER-MARE TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

HELD AT THE TOWN HALL ON THURSDAY 5th MARCH 2009              

Meeting Commenced:
7.00 p.m.


      Meeting Concluded:  7.40 p.m.
PRESENT: Councillors Horler (Town Mayor), Webb (Leader of the Council), Mrs. Priestman (Deputy Leader of the Council), Canniford, Cleland, Collins, Darke, Havill, Holder, Mrs. Howell, Judd, Keating, Dr. Kellaway-Marriott, Kimitri, King, Morris, Parker, Mrs. Pepperall, Mrs. Pilgrim and  Mrs. Willis.
IN ATTENDANCE:  Colin Roddan (Acting Town Clerk) and Mrs. Sarah Pearse (Responsible Financial Officer).
	478.
	
Apologies for Absence

Received from Councillors Mrs. How, Howell, Porter, Heard, Ley-Morgan, Bunn and Purnell.



	479.
	Declarations of Interest


Councillor Canniford declared a personal interest as a supplier to the Town Council.

Members enquired whether the system of declaring interests could be simplified in accordance with the system operated by North Somerset Council.

The Acting Town Clerk was requested to make enquiries with that Authority.


	480.
	Minutes of the previous Town Council Meeting held on 20th January 2009
RESOLVED: That the Minutes be accepted and signed as a true record, subject to Councillor Morris being added to those in attendance.



	481.
	Announcements and Communications from the Town Mayor
The Town Mayor drew Members’ attention to the Governance training that was to be given by District Audit next Monday, 9th March, 2009 at 10.30 a.m. at Grove House, to which all Members were invited.

Councillor Keating arrived at 7.10 p.m.

The Town Mayor also drew Members’ attention to the Showcase Evening to be held on Sunday evening, 15th March, 2009, at the Playhouse and invited all Members to attend.  It was suggested that those attending should wear their identification badges.



	482.



	Loan Consent – Water Play Feature at Park Place


Members considered the Acting Town Clerk’s report which had been previously circulated.  

RESOLVED:
(i) That the report be received and the Town Council apply for Loan    Consent in the sum of £400,000 in respect of the provision of the new recreational facilities on the seafront.
(ii) That the Responsible Financial Officer be authorised to borrow 
the money, following receipt of approval.


	483.
	Life Trail
The Leader of the Council addressed the meeting in respect of the provision of a Life Trail on the seafront.

The Life Trail consisted of equipment aimed at improving heart and lung performance for older people.  

Concern was expressed that there were no details of the equipment available at the meeting.

RESOLVED: That consideration of this item be deferred to the meeting of the Town Council on 17th March, 2009, for the presentation of a written report.


	484.
	Corporate Risk Register 2008/2009
Members considered the report of the Responsible Financial Officer.

RESOLVED:  That the report be received and adopted.



	

	The Responsible Financial Officer then left the meeting.



	485.
	To resolve under the Public Bodies (Admissions of Meetings) Act 1960 to exclude the public and press for the following items by reasons of the confidential nature of the business.

Former Town Clerk

(i) 
At this point, the Responsible Financial Officer was asked to re-join 
the meeting as she was the Officer concerned, dealing with the Council’s Insurers.

Councillor Mrs. Priestman addressed the meeting, reporting her discussions with the Insurance Company which had advised the Council not to settle any claim on this matter.

UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED:  That the Council receive the report and accept the advice of the Insurance Company.

(ii)
The Acting Town Clerk reported on correspondence with Peninsula and FDC Law which had resulted in a settlement offer being made 
to           the Town Council.

The Council’s Insurers had indicated that the current claim would 
not be compromised by accepting the offer.

RESOLVED: That the decision of the Personnel Committee be confirmed.



	
	There being no further business, the Town Mayor closed the meeting at

7.40 p.m.
Signed: .....................................................

Dated: ..................................


Town Mayor
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