Policy & Finance Meeting 16.02.09



WESTON-SUPER-MARE TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE POLICY AND FINANCE
 COMMITTEE MEETING

HELD AT GROVE HOUSE ON 16th FEBRUARY 2009 

Meeting commenced: 7.00 p.m.




Meeting concluded: 9.10 p.m.

PRESENT: Councillors Dr. Kellaway-Marriott (Chairman), Morris (Vice-Chairman), Ley-Morgan, Mrs. Howell, Canniford, Kimitri, Mrs. Pepperall, Webb and Parker.
IN ATTENDANCE: Councillor Cleland, Acting Town Clerk (Colin Roddan), Responsible Financial Officer (Sarah Pearse), Finance Assistant (Helen Morton), Committee Clerk (Sam Middlemiss).
Prior to the commencement of the meeting Hon Alderman Lacey MBE, addressed the Committee in relation to the Town Council’s Statement of Accounts and again expressed his concerns, and asked the Council to act with caution. 
	431.
	
Apologies for Absence

Received from Councillors Collins, Darke and Keating. 
 

	432.
	
Declarations of Interest
Councillor Dr. Kellaway-Marriott declared a personal interest as a director of the  Mankind Initiative.
Councillor Canniford declared a prejudicial interest as a Governor of Weston College and as a supplier to the Town Council.
Councillor Kimitri declared a personal interest as a close family member was a shareholder in Towerpiece Limited.


	433.
	
Minutes of the Special Policy & Finance Committee Meeting held on 12th January 2009
RESOLVED: That the above Minutes be accepted and signed as a true record. 


	434.
	
Monthly Financial Reports
The reports had been previously circulated with the agenda.
RESOLVED: That the reports be received.



	435.
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   435.12

   435.13

   435.14


	Grant Applications 
The Finance Assistant’s report had been previously circulated with the agenda.

Weston-super-Mare College 
RESOLVED: That the grant application be refused. 

TENONS
Councillor Mrs. Pepperall declared a personal interest as a member of TENONS.

RESOLVED: That the application be deferred to the next Policy & Finance meeting for consideration within the new financial year.

Weston Arts Festival
RESOLVED: That the application be deferred to the next Policy & Finance meeting for consideration within the new financial year.

St Pauls Parent and Toddler Group
RESOLVED: That a grant of £389.00 be awarded.
Weston-super-Mare Savoyards

RESOLVED: That a grant of £1,000.00 be awarded.
Chaplaincy About Town (CHAT)

RESOLVED: That the application be deferred to the next Policy & Finance meeting for consideration within the new financial year.

Weston & District Community Transport 

RESOLVED: That the grant application be refused.
The Women’s Project 

RESOLVED: That a grant of £650.00 be awarded.
Weston Arts Festival, Short Story Competition

RESOLVED: That the application be deferred to the next Policy & Finance meeting for consideration within the new financial year.

The Weston Muscular Disease Support Group
RESOLVED: That a grant of £1,000.00 be awarded.
Weston Choral Society
RESOLVED: That a grant of £400.00 be awarded.
Worle Operatic & Dramatic Society 
RESOLVED: That a grant of £450.00 be awarded.


	436.
	Working Party for Expenditure & Governance Meeting Notes from 5th January 2009
The notes had been previously circulated.

RESOLVED:
i) To approve the recommendation from the Working Party for Expenditure & Governance to cancel the storage space at Nightingales and to purchase a Fire Proof Cabinet for Grove lodge, in which to store historical documents.
ii)  That the Notes be approved and adopted.

The Responsible Financial Officer notified the Committee that Steve Haworth from the Audit Commission will be in attendance at the next Working Party for Expenditure & Governance meeting on 9th March 2009, and all Members were invited to attend.


	437.
	Town Council Charges for the year 2009/2010

The Responsible Financial Officer’s report had been previously circulated with the agenda.

It was noted that the Burial Fee information from North Somerset Council had not yet been received.

RESOLVED: That the report be received and the charges be adopted. 


	    438.
	Health & Safety

A report from Grove House had been previously circulated with the agenda.
RESOLVED:

i) To receive the report.
ii) That all reports from all sites requested by the Policy & Finance Committee must be available to view at the next meeting.
It was noted that Officers be informed that it was unacceptable not to provide a report.



	439.
	Freedom of Information Act

A report from the Acting Town Clerk had been previously circulated with the agenda.
RESOLVED: That the report be received and the model publication be adopted.



	440.
	NatWest Bank – Special Interest Bearing Account 

A report from the Responsible Financial Officer had been previously circulated with the agenda.

RESOLVED: That the report be received.



	441.
	Reserves

A report from the Acting Town Clerk had been previously circulated with the agenda.
Councillor Canniford thanked the Acting Town Clerk for producing this report at his request, so promptly, and requested that such a report be produced and created annually.

RESOLVED: That the Council work towards reserves of £400,000 at this present time.



	442.
	Timetable for Year End Close Down 
A report from the Responsible Financial Officer had been previously circulated with the agenda.
RESOLVED: That the report be received. 



	443.
	Internal Audit Report

The Internal Audit report had been previously circulated with the agenda.
It was noted that a member of staff’s name had been mentioned in the report and it was requested that it be deleted. 
Concerns were expressed with regard to the Blakehay Theatre’s Liability insurance cover of £5 million, and it was suggested that professional advice be sought on this.

RESOLVED: That the report be received as amended.



	444.
	Water Play Area

The Acting Town Clerk’s report had been previously circulated with the agenda.

Plans of the amended proposed designs which had only been received that day, were available to view at the meeting.
The Acting Town Clerk reported that Officers needed to meet with the designers to obtain more information before being able to report fully to the Committee.

RESOLVED: That the item be deferred to the next Policy & Finance Committee Meeting when more information would be obtained.


	445.
	Blakehay Theatre 
The Acting Town Clerk’s report had been previously circulated with the agenda.

Copies of an email sent from the Architects were available to view at the meeting, indicating a 15% discount on the cost. 
Councillor Canniford left the meeting at 8.30 p.m. 
RESOLVED: 
i) To defer the following sections of the report:-
Phasing, Toilets, Funding the project, Alternative Plans, Key Holders, Staffing, New Business and Risk Management Procedures.
ii) To agree the new Letting Fees.

Councillor Parker left the meeting at 9.00 p.m. 


	446.
	Annual Town Meeting

RESOLVED: That the agreed date would be Thursday 28th May 2009.



There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.10 p.m.

Signed: .........................................................................

Dated: .................................................
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