Town Council 21.09.09

RE ISSUED MIN NO’S


WESTON-SUPER-MARE TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

HELD AT THE TOWN HALL ON 
MONDAY 21ST SEPTEMBER 2009              

Meeting Commenced: 7.00 p.m.


   Meeting Concluded:  8.57 p.m.
PRESENT: Councillors Dr. Kellaway-Marriott (Town Mayor), Horler (Leader of the Council), Mrs. Priestman (Deputy Leader of the Council), Bunn, Canniford, Cleland, Collins, Havill, Hitchins, Mrs. Holder, Mrs. P. Howell, C. Howell, Judd, Kimitri, King, Ley-Morgan, Morris, Parker, Mrs. Parry, Mrs. Pepperall, Porter, Purnell, Mrs. Warwick and Mrs. Willis.
IN ATTENDANCE:  Malcolm Nicholson (Town Clerk), Samantha Middlemiss (Committee Clerk), Gina Powers (Town Mayor’s Secretary), Rafika Aissaoui (Community & Leisure Officer), Sarah Pearse (Responsible Financial Officer) and Helen Morton (Finance Assistant).
The Town Mayor invited his Chaplain, Reverend Monsignor Canon Gabriel Leyden, to say a prayer. 
	286.
	
Apologies for Absence

Received from Councillors Mrs. Pilgrim, Keating, Edwards, Mrs. How, Heard and Webb.


	287.
	Declarations of Interest

The Town Mayor declared a personal interest in relation to agenda item 4, as a member of the Hinkley Point Site Stakeholders’ Group.
Councillor Mrs. Willis declared a personal interest in relation to agenda item 9, as Vice Chairman of the North Somerset Scrutiny Panel for Adult Services and Housing.


	288.

288.1

288.2

288.3
	Minutes of the previous Town Council Meeting held on 20th  July 2009 
The Town Clerk notified the Members of amendments to these Minutes:

(i) To note and include that Councillor Collins was in attendance at the meeting

(ii) Minute No. 201. To add (after “that the”) “amended Terms of Reference, as reported, be approved and the”.
(iii)Minute No. 202: To note that the Blakehay Management Sub-Committee meeting date was 7th September 2009 and not 7th October 2009.
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Horler

SECONDED BY: Councillor Porter

RESOLVED: That the Minutes be accepted and signed as a true record.


	289.
	Hinkley Point, British Energy
Councillor Collins joined the meeting at 7.10 p.m.

Councillor Morris joined the meeting at 7.12 p.m.

The Town Mayor invited representatives from British Energy to make a presentation to the meeting.

Questions were invited and the Town Mayor thanked British Energy for their attendance and presentation.
Councillor Canniford asked whether there would be an opportunity to visit the site and find out more about the project. Charles St George of British Energy explained that there would be ample opportunity to do this.

The Town Mayor requested that an electronic copy of the PowerPoint presentation be e-mailed to the Town Clerk.

Members were asked whether they would like information sent to them direct from Hinkley Point. The Town Clerk explained that it would be up to each individual member if they wished to receive information, for data protection reasons.



	290.

290.1

290.2

290.3


	Announcements and Communications from the Town Mayor
(a) To present a Shield to former Leader of the Council

The Town Mayor presented Councillor Morris with a shield and thanked him for his time served as Town Council Leader. 
Councillor Morris returned his thanks to the Town Council and thanked members and officers for all their support in the past 18 months.

(b) Recognition of Town Council staff

The Town Mayor presented Mrs. Sarah Pearse and Mrs. Helen Morton with their Certificates in Local Council Administration and their Certificates of Membership to the Institute of Local Management as Associates, and congratulated both members of staff on their achievement.

(c) Announcements
The Town Mayor informed the meeting that Weston-super-Mare Town Council’s Weston In Bloom had achieved a Silver Gilt in this year’s South West In Bloom Awards and congratulated them on this achievement.

The Town Mayor further informed the meeting that £50,000 had been received by the Heritage Lottery Fund for the repair of the Chapel and the support of the Milton Road Cemetery Friends Group.
The Town Mayor further announced that Weston-super-Mare Town Council had been awarded the Two Ticks Disability Award accreditation for a further 12 months.

The Town Mayor reported that approximately 239 engagements had been carried out to date by himself and the Deputy Town Mayor.



	291.
	Town & Parish Charter
The Town Clerk informed the meeting that Alastair Higton was unable to attend the meeting, due to illness. The Town Council had been asked whether they would like to be involved in the content of the Town and Parish Charter and to nominate a representative. 
Members enquired whether there was any time restriction on nominating a representative. The Town Clerk informed members that there was no urgency.
The Town Mayor asked that all members inform the Town Clerk of any comments on the Charter before the next Town Council Meeting.

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Horler

SECONDED BY: Councillor Mrs. Priestman

RESOLVED: That this item be deferred to the next Town Council meeting.


	292.

292.1

292.2

292.3

292.4

292.5

292.6


	To receive and approve Minutes from the following Committees:
(i)    Policy & Finance Committee                     17th August 2009  

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Horler

SECONDED BY: Councillor Mrs. Priestman
(ii)  Planning & Transportation Committee       15th July 2009; 5th August 2009

 
                                                     26th August 2009

A Member queried whether it was general practice for the Planning and Transportation Committee to agree with food street trading applications in 
direct competition with High Street traders. It was stated that this was not general practice and that the Town Council would be attending a hearing on the 30th September 2009, to object to a particular application.
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Mrs. Holder

SECONDED BY: Councillor Hitchins
(iii) Community Services Committee                27th July 2009
It was pointed out that Minute No. 214.2 should, in fact, read “Councillor Mrs. Willis informed the Committee that she had spoken to Linda Shaw and the Probation Service would paint the Town Council Bus Shelters, and that the Preanes Green Resource Centre would be supplied with paint by the Town Council, to touch up the Bus Shelters.”
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Mrs. Priestman

SECONDED BY: Councillor Judd
(iv) Personnel Committee                                 10th July 2009
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Mrs. Willis

SECONDED BY: Councillor Horler

It was proposed to remove the process of ratification of Committee Minutes from the Full Town Council Agenda, in order to save unnecessary paperwork.

Debate ensued whether by considering this course of action, there would still be an opportunity for the questioning of Minutes. It was also queried whether this would apply to grants, as in previous Town Council meetings  a decision from a Committee to award a particular grant had been overturned at a full  Town Council Meeting.

The Leader sought clarification from the Town Clerk on the matter.

The Town Clerk quoted Town Council Standing Order 11 and informed the Meeting that if any member wished to discuss an item, they may do so by giving 7 clear days’ prior notice to the Town Clerk so he may place the item on the Agenda for debate.

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Horler

SECONDED BY: Councillor Mrs. Priestman

 RESOLVED:  
1.  That the Minutes from these Committees be noted and approved.
2. That Committee Minutes no longer be brought to Full Council as a routine item, unless a specific decision was required from the Committee.

Councillor C. Howell joined the meeting at 7.45 p.m.


	293.


	Community Governance Review
The Town Clerk’s report had been previously circulated with the agenda.
Maps indicating the area in question were available to view at the meeting.
The report suggested that the land indicated on the maps be transferred to Wick St Lawrence Parish Council.

The Leader of the Council thanked the Town Clerk for his work producing the report.
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Horler

SECONDED BY: Councillor Mrs. Priestman

RESOLVED: That the Town Clerk make representation to North Somerset Council as per points 1 - 6 contained within his report as follows: 
1. That the town of Weston-super-Mare has a strong identity and that in general its present boundaries support an integrated and cohesive community.


2. Accordingly, the Town Council believes there should be no significant change to its boundaries and that no more than minor adjustments be considered as follows.


3. That the boundary between Weston-super-Mare and Wick St. Lawrence be altered in accordance with the circulated plan, to create a more logical and clear boundary.


4. That North Somerset may wish to consider a minor adjustment of the boundary between Weston-super-Mare and Locking so as to realign it along Somerset Avenue.


5. That there be no change to the boundaries between Weston-super-Mare and the parishes of Kewstoke, St Georges, Banwell, Hutton or Bleadon.


6. That during the current review there be no other change to electoral or governance arrangements within the current area of the parish of Weston-super-Mare.



	294.
	Housing Strategy Consultation

The Housing Strategy 2010 – 2026 had been previously circulated with the agenda.
The Town Clerk explained that the Town Council was invited to forward its comments to North Somerset Council, either as a Town Council or individually.

It was requested that consideration of High Street properties be included for housing within the Town Council’s comments.

It was also requested that concerns be included regarding the low percentage of socially rented accommodation in the area and how the Strategy might aim to address this.
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Horler

SECONDED BY: Councillor Mrs. Willis

RESOLVED: That these comments be accepted and that the Leader, Deputy Leader and the Town Clerk work together to put forward a response to North Somerset Council.



	295.
	Armed Forces and Community Show 2010
The Leader thanked all the staff, members and volunteer members who helped make this year’s Weston In Bloom Community Show a success. The Leader reported to the meeting and PROPOSED that the arrangements for next year’s show should be to hold one event over the weekend of 26th and 27th June 2010; a Community Show incorporating the Armed Forces Day Celebration and Weston In Bloom.
 Some Members queried the finalisation of this decision and at which meeting this had been decided. The Armed Forces Day celebration was a prestigious event that should stand alone and not be diluted by holding it on the same weekend as Glastonbury Festival and incorporating it with Weston In Bloom.
The Leader replied that the matter had been brought to the Town Council meeting to enable an open democratic decision by all members. 
Debate ensued.

A member informed the meeting that the date of the Armed Forces Day had been set by Central Government and that it must take place on the last weekend in June. This, unfortunately, clashed with the date of the Glastonbury Festival but it could not be helped and combining the two shows would enhance each of them. The experienced volunteers who had originally preferred to run the two shows separately had in the meantime reconsidered and they now preferred to combine the two shows. 

In answer to a question the Town Clerk informed the meeting that the notes of the Steering Group Meeting held in July 2009 indicated that the members were then in favour of running the two shows together, and that the following meeting held in September indicated that members wished to run both shows separately.

The Leader asked the Town Clerk to advise the meeting of how many volunteer members attended the latest Steering Group Meeting in September, excluding both Town Councillors and staff. The Town Clerk informed 
members that a specific headcount of the attendance at the meeting was not yet available. However, from notes he estimated approximately 20 people, excluding staff and members.
The initial proposition:

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Horler

SECONDED BY: Councillor Mrs. Priestman

was put to the vote and carried, with 2 abstentions from Councillor Judd and Mrs. Pepperall.

RESOLVED: To hold one event over the weekend of 26th and 27th June 2010 as a Community Show incorporating the Armed Forces Day Celebration and Weston In Bloom.


	296.
	Renewal of Lease at Rectors Way
The Town Clerk’s report had been previously circulated with the agenda.
Councillor Cleland left the meeting at 8.50 p.m.

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Horler

SECONDED BY: Councillor Bunn

RESOLVED: That the renewal of the lease on the terms reported be agreed and permission granted to erect a sign near the road.


	297.
	Waste Management Facilities – Consultation from the West of England Partnership
Plans, indicating the areas for both sites, were available to view at the meeting.

The Town Clerk informed members of the Planning and Transportation Committee’s recommendation to propose “Strategic Area B” for the project.

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Horler

SECONDED BY: Councillor Canniford 

RESOLVED: That the Planning & Transportation Committee’s recommendation to propose “Strategic Area B” for the project be approved.


	298.

298.1

298.2
	Committee Membership 
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Horler
SECONDED BY: Councillor Porter
RESOLVED: That the following changes be made to the Committee Membership List:
1. That Councillor Bunn be reinstated as a member of the Planning and Transportation Committee.

2. That Councillor Collins be recorded as a member of the Personnel Committee.



	
	There being no further business, the Town Mayor closed the meeting at

8.57 p.m.
Signed: .....................................................

Dated: ..................................


Town Mayor
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