Town Council Minutes 8.07.08



WESTON-SUPER-MARE

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON 8th JULY 2008
AT THE TOWN HALL

Meeting Commenced: 7.00 p.m.


Meeting Concluded: 8.35 p.m.

PRESENT: Councillors Horler (Town Mayor), Morris (Leader of the Council), Webb (Deputy Leader of the Council) Mrs Priestman, Kellaway-Marriott, Mrs Willis, Mrs Pepperall, Mrs Pilgrim, Kimitri, Collins, Canniford, C. Howell, Mrs. Howell, Cleland, Mrs Holder, Heard, Keating, Porter, Purnell, Ley-Morgan, Parker, King, Darke, Bunn, Hitchins, Mrs Parry and Mrs How. 
IN ATTENDANCE: Colin Roddan (Acting Town Clerk), Marina Dunstone (Community & Leisure Officer) Samantha Middlemiss (Clerical Assistant), Sarah Pearse (Finance Officer), Hanna Kahle (Student, from Hildesheim, Germany).
	199.
	Apologies for Absence.

Apologies were received from Councillor Ms Warwick.


	200.
	Declarations of Interest.

Councillor Canniford declared a prejudicial interest as a supplier to the Town Council. Councillor Kimitri declared a Personal Interest as Landlord to Barcode Youth Café.



	201.
(a)
	Announcements and Communications from the Town Mayor.

The Town Mayor expressed his appreciation of the spectacular visit to Hildesheim – Germany, Weston-super-Mare Town Council’s twin Town.
The Town Mayor also thanked the Town Council staff, the catering company and all who helped with the organising of his Annual Civic Service – Sunday 22nd June 2008. It was a spectacular day.
The Town Mayor reported to the meeting that he had attended 49 engagements to date, the Deputy Mayor had attended 9, and the Leader of the Council had attended 2 engagements.
Presentation of shields to former Leaders of the Council.
The Town Mayor presented both David Evans and Robert Payne with shields of the Town Council and thanked them for their time and efforts as former Leaders of the Town Council.

David Evans and Robert Payne made acceptance speeches.



	202.
	Minutes of the Town Council Meetings held on the 18th March 2008, 16th April 2008 and the 15th May 2008.
Councillor Canniford requested clarification on whether minute number 813.5 of the Town Council Minutes 18th March 2008 had been actioned. 
RESOLVED:
That The Town Clerk would research the matter and follow up if necessary.
Councillor Canniford requested confirmation on the Town Council’s response to minute number 815 of the Town Council Minutes 18th March 2008 regarding Borough Status.
RESOLVED:
That The Town Clerk would research the matter and follow up if necessary.

RESOLVED:
That the minutes be approved and adopted.


	203.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)
	Minutes of the following Committees:-
Policy & Resources Committee                17th March 2008,7th April 2008,

                                               
 21st April 2008, 19th May 2008.
Planning Committee
 12th March 2008, 2nd April 2008,

                               14th May 2008, 4th June 2008.

Community Services Committee               7th April 2008.
Personnel Committee                                 7th March 2008.
RESOLVED:  
That the minutes be approved and adopted.


	204.
	Notes of the Youth Council Meetings on 7th March 2008 and 17th April 2008.
RESOLVED:
That the notes be adopted.



	205.
(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

(vii)
(viii)

(ix)
	Reports from Representatives of External Organisations.
Bristol Airport Consultative Committee  –  Councillor Mrs Willis  
A report was circulated with the agenda.     

Water Safety Committee – Councillor Mrs Holder
A report was circulated with the agenda.     

Birnbeck Regeneration Committee – Councillor Mrs Parry
No report was attached. Councillor Mrs Parry made a verbal report to the meeting.

Local Access Forum – Councillors Kellaway-Marriott
A report was circulated with the agenda.     

Town Centre Partnership – Councillor Kellaway-Marriott, Mrs Priestman, Canniford
A report was circulated with the agenda.     

Citizens Advice Bureau – Councillor Bunn
 A report was circulated with the agenda.     
Flood Risk Action Group – Councillors Mrs Willis, Cleland
A report was circulated with the agenda.     

Wyndham Lecture Trust for Secondary Schools – Councillor Cleland
No report was attached. Councillor Cleland made a verbal report to the meeting.

C.H.A.T. (Chaplaincy about Town) – Councillor Bunn
A report was circulated with the agenda.     

RESOLVED:
That the reports be received.


	206.

	Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and Procurement Guide 
Town Clerk’s Report.
The above documents had been previously circulated and actioned in accordance with existing Standing Orders. A series of minor changes had been incorporated into an amendment which resulted in revised documents being circulated prior to the meeting.
RESOLVED:
That the amended documents be approved and adopted.

	207.

	Committee Membership – Change of Membership.

A Notice of motion, detailing changes to membership of committees, had been previously circulated.

RESOLVED:
That the Notice of motion be approved and adopted.


	208.
	Out of Town Retail Developments.

A letter from T.J. Hughes concerning out of town retail shopping had been previously circulated.

RESOLVED:
That the Council support the concerns expressed within the letter and that T.J. Hughes be informed that the Town Council is generally opposed to such development. 

Councillors Mrs Pilgrim, Heard, Keating, Parker, Porter and Kellaway-Marriott requested that it be recorded that they abstained from voting.



	209.
	Inland Revenue.
Councillor Morris informed the meeting of an e-mail he had received regarding the Inland Revenue Tax Office branch closing in Weston-super-Mare. 

RESOLVED:
Unanimously that the Town Council should write a strongly worded letter opposing the proposed closure. 


	210.
	Meeting Cycle, Terms of Reference and Delegations.
The Town Clerk’s report had been previously circulated. He informed the meeting that three of the dates on the calendar of meetings had been found to clash with meetings of North Somerset Council. Accordingly the following changes were agreed:

Barcode Management Sub Committee from 16th October to 9th October 2008.

Youth Council Meeting from 13th November to 20th November 2008.

Youth Council Meeting from 12th March to 19th March 2008.

Concern was expressed in relation to the frequency of meetings both of the Policy & Finance Committee and the Planning Committee and discussion ensued thereon. 
It was proposed and seconded that the Town Clerk’s report be approved and adopted. 

An amendment was put that the report be approved and adopted with the exception that Policy & Finance meetings be held at monthly intervals.
On being put to the vote, the amendment was lost and it was 

RESOLVED:
That the Town Clerk’s report be approved and adopted.


	211.
(i)

(ii)
	To resolve under the Public Bodies (Admissions of Meetings) Act 1960 to exclude the public and press for the following item by reason of the confidential nature of the business.
Legal position - former Town Clerk.
An update on the current legal position concerning the former Town Clerk was given by Councillor Mrs Priestman.

RESOLVED:
That
The report be received.

Councillor Mrs Priestman be thanked for the clarity of the report and for her work on this matter.



There being no further business, the Town Mayor closed the meeting.

Signed……………………………..       Dated……………………..

                 Town Mayor
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