WESTON-SUPER-MARE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON 12TH JUNE 2007

AT THE TOWN HALL

Meeting Commenced: 7.00pm


Meeting Concluded: 7.45pm

PRESENT: Councillor Canniford, Havill, Keating, Parker, King, Mrs Warwick, Mrs Howell, Horler, Kellaway-Marriott, Mrs Holder, Webb, Kimitri, Mrs Parry, Heard, Mrs Priestman, Mrs Pepperall, Morris, Mrs Pilgrim, Bunn, Judd, Edwards, Purnell, Cleland.

Prior to the commencement of the meeting Dick Whittington (a parishioner of the Town) addressed the Town Council and conveyed his sincerer best wishes to the newly elected Councillors. He expressed how he was disappointed that the Council had done nothing to action his previous request to set up a small steering group and work with outside bodies to try and support the Tropicana. He hoped that the new elected Councillors would do everything they could in their term of office to support the Tropicana and make this happen. Mr Whittington provided the meeting with a petition that he obtained from parishioners of Weston-super-Mare in support of the Tropicana.

	106.
	Apologies for Absence

Received from Councillors Porter, Mrs Willis, Howell and Harley



	107.
	Declaration of Interest.

Councillor Canniford had a prejudicial interest – supplier to the Town Council.



	108.
	Announcements and Communications from the Town Mayor

The Town Mayor took the opportunity to thank Councillor Kraft and Mrs Kraft for all their hard work and commitment in their role of Deputy Town Mayor and Mayoress.

The Town Mayor also thanked all the non re elected Councillors for their hard work in their term of office and requested that the Town Council write a letter thanking them.

The Town Mayor requested that all Councillors read all documentation that the Town Council issues to Councillors before the meeting, and also plan how to structure Town Council Meetings.

Councillors were also asked to make their own apologies for meetings by telephoning Grove House, and not leave it up to Group Leaders to do so on behalf at last minute.

Councillors were also asked to wear their robes with pride, as a part of Weston-super-Mare Town Council’s History.

The Town Mayor encourages Councillors to always be thinking of ideas for Weston-super-Mare, particularly when visiting other towns or countries.

The Town Mayor informed the meeting that he was awaiting an invitation from Teignmouth Town Council for him to visit as it had, had such a good report from residents.

The Town Mayor reported to the meeting that he and the Deputy Town Mayor had attended 11 engagements to date between them.



	109.
	Minutes of the Previous Town Council

i)  
13th March 2007

ii)                  17th May 2007

RESOLVED

Both sets of previous minutes were Proposed by Councillor Morris and Seconded by Councillor Bunn and agreed that they were accepted as a true record.



	110.
	Reports from Committees


Policy and Resources Committee



 19th March 2007
Amenities Committee




 26th March 2007
Planning Committee




28th March 2007

Policy and Resources Committee



16th April 2007

Planning Committee




18th April 2007

RESOLVED

Proposed by Councillor Morris and Seconded by Councillor Kellaway-Marriott and agreed that the reports from Committees be accepted en bloc.



	111.
	Personnel Committee.

RESOLVED

Proposed by Councillor Webb and seconded by Councillor Parker and agreed that the dates for Personnel Committee scheduled for the 20th July, 14th September and 16th November 2007.



	112.
	Terms of Reference for Committees

A detailed report setting out the terms of reference for committees and sub-committees had been circulated with the agenda.

RESOLVED

Proposed by Councillor Morris seconded by Councillor Heard, and agreed to accept the terms of reference for committees, and sub committees as attached

Councillor Morris informed the Town Council that the leading political group would be reviewing the Committee structure in September 2007 and the terms would be reviewed if necessary.



	113.
	Weston-super-Mare Council Financial Accounts 2006-2007

A full set of accounts had been circulated prior to the meeting with Councillors being invited to submit queries to the Responsible Financial Officer – no queries had been received.

The policy and resources Committee had reviewed procedures and recommendations relating to internal Audit.

In considering the acceptance of the financial accounts the following was also taken into account:-

i)                    Approval to sign the statement of Internal control, as discussed at the previous Policy and Resources Committee.

ii)                  Conversion of the Town Council’s accounts to Band C created on anomaly in the 2005/2006 accounts. The general reserves (p14) had previously read £ 54,422 and now read £ 60,422.

RESOLVED:

Proposed by Councillor Kellaway-Marriott and seconded by Councillor Mrs Parry and agreed that the 2006-2007 Financial Accounts were accepted as a true record.



	114.
	The Town Council Drug and Alcohol Policy

Proposed by Councillor Horler that there was enough remit and scope in employment law to cover drug and alcohol misuse, without enforcing a policy.

Councillor Canniford proposed to amend the existing drug and alcohol policy to allow staff to drink at civic functions outside their normal working hours.

Councillor Webb proposed that the Town Council do not have a policy as it created more problems for the Town Council.

The Town Clerk strongly recommended against the Town Council removing and employment policies which could be subsequently place it n a vulnerable position at any employment tribunal.

Councillor Webb argued this proposal, stating that the Town Council could not enforce the policy properly.

Councillor Canniford expressed his strong feelings that it was essential for the Town Council to have a policy, considering situations that have arisen with staff on this subject.

Proposed by Councillor Canniford and seconded by Councillor Parker to make the amendment to the current policy to allow staff to have a drink at civic functions out of their normal working hours.

Put to the vote, but not carried.

RESOLVED:

Proposed by Councillor Morris and seconded by Councillor Kimitri that the item be deferred to the next Town Council meeting on the 11th September 2007.



	115.

116.
	Lease of Town Council Allotment Land to Brandon Trust

A copy of the 10 year peppercorn lease enabling Brandon Trust to use some allotment land had been circulated with the agenda.

RESOLVED

Proposed by Councillor Morris and seconded by Councillor Canniford and Parker and agreed to approve and sign the sealing of the lease as per Standing Order 41a.

Reports from Representatives of external Organisations

Bristol Airport Consultative Committee – Councillor Mrs Willis


No information available, Councillor Mrs Willis not in attendance.

Water Safety Committee – Councillor Mrs Holder


No information available, Councillor Mrs Holder reported that the meeting    was being 
held at the same time.

Birnbeck Regeneration Committee _ Councillor Kimitri


Nothing to report. Councillor Canniford asked Councillor Kimitri to encourage the committee to speed up on the Urban Splash and report back ASAP.

Local Access Forum – Councillor Kellaway –Marriott


Nothing to report – next meeting Tuesday 10th July 2007.

Town Centre Partnership – Councillor Kellaway-Marriott, Mrs Priestman, Canniford


Nothing to report, next meeting 13thJune 2007 – Councillor Morris asked if at the next meeting Councillors expressed Town Councils views on shops advertising outside shops with boards to the Town Centre Partnership and how they are not in favour.

Citizen’s advice Bureau – Councillor Bunn


Nothing to report, waiting to hear of next meeting date.



	
	There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting.

Signed……………………………..       Dated……………………..




