Town Council Minutes 16th September 2008.


WESTON-SUPER-MARE

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON 16th SEPTEMBER 2008
AT THE TOWN HALL

Meeting Commenced: 7.00 p.m.


Meeting Concluded: 8.40 p.m.

PRESENT: Councillors Horler (Town Mayor), Morris (Leader of the Council), Webb (Deputy Leader of the Council), Kellaway-Marriott, Judd, Hitchins, Collins, Kimitri, Bunn, Porter, Havill, Mrs Pepperall, Ley-Morgan, Mrs Priestman, Mrs Holder, Mrs Parry, Mrs Willis, Darke, Canniford, Warwick, King, Keating, Mrs P Howell, Mrs How and Cleland. 
IN ATTENDANCE: Colin Roddan (Acting Town Clerk), Alison House (Town Clerk’s Secretary) Samantha Middlemiss (Committee Clerk) and Hanna Kahle (Student). 

Prior to the commencement of the meeting, Mr Dick Whittington (a parishioner of the town) addressed the Town Council in relation to a petition with regard to the Tropicana, that he had handed to Councillor Dr. Mike Kellaway-Marriott (Chairman of West Area Committee NSC) and Richard Kent (Development and Control Manager NSC) earlier in the evening. 
	280.
	Apologies for Absence.

Received from Councillors C. Howell, Parker, Heard, Purnell, Edwards and Mrs Pilgrim (anticipated late arrival). 


	281.
	Declarations of Interest.

Councillor Mrs Priestman declared a personal interested in agenda item 10, Councillor Kimitri declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 10 and Councillor Canniford declared a prejudicial interest as a supplier to the Town Council.


	282.
	Announcements and Communications from the Town Mayor.
The Town Mayor reported that 106 engagements to date had been carried out by himself, the Deputy Town Mayor and the Leader.
The Town Mayor presented Hanna Kahle, a student from Hildesheim, Germany, who has been on work experience with the Town Council for the last three months, with a certificate in recognition of her excellent work within the Town Council. The Town Mayor would be sending an appropriate letter to the Bürgermeister of Hildesheim. 
Councillor Cleland joined the meeting at 7.11 p.m.  


	
	The Town Mayor informed the meeting that a former Mayor of Weston-super-Mare, Mrs Astra Brand, had been admitted to hospital and the Town Council requested that their very best wishes be conveyed to her and her family. Councillors Morris and Canniford endorsed these sentiments.



	283.
	Minutes of the Previous Town Council Meeting held on the 8th July 2008.
RESOLVED: That the minutes be accepted and signed as a true record, with an amendment to minute number 200 where it was incorrectly stated that Councillor Kimitri was the Landlord of Barcode Youth Café. Minute number 200 should read that Councillor Kimitri declared a prejudicial interest in that he is married to one of the directors of Towerpiece Limited. 


	284.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

	To receive and approve Minutes from the following Committees:
Policy & Finance Committee             16th June 2008; 14th July 2008         
Planning Committee                           4th June 2008; 25th June 2008; 
                                                           16th July 2008

Community Services Committee       2nd June 2008
Personnel Committee                         4th April 2008; 4th July 2008

RESOLVED:  That the reports from Committees be accepted en bloc.

Councillor Canniford requested clarification on whether the committee structure would be affected by the change in the numbers to the political parties.

RESOLVED: That Councillor Morris and the Acting Town Clerk would consult on the matter and report back to Councillor Canniford in due course. 



	285.
	To consider the Notes from the Youth Council Meeting of 19th May 2008.
RESOLVED: That the notes be noted.



	286.
(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

(ix)
	Reports from Representatives of External Organisations:-
RESOLVED: That the following reports be received:-
Bristol Airport Consultative Committee  –  Councillor Mrs Willis       
A report had been previously circulated with the agenda. 
Water Safety Committee – Councillor Mrs Holder
There was nothing to report.
Birnbeck Regeneration Committee – Councillor Mrs Parry
No report was attached. Councillor Mrs Parry gave a verbal report to the meeting.
Local Access Forum – Councillor Kellaway-Marriott
A report was circulated at the meeting. 
Town Centre Company – Councillor Kellaway-Marriott, Mrs Priestman, Canniford
A report was circulated at the meeting.
Citizens advice Bureau – Councillor Bunn
A report had been previously circulated with the agenda.

Councillor Morris referred to Government proposals regarding funding for the CAB and wished to record the Town Council’s pledge to continue its financial support to the Weston-super-Mare Branch  
Flood Risk Action Group – Councillor Mrs Willis and Cleland
Information had been previously circulated to Group Leaders.

Wyndham Lecture Trust for Secondary Schools – Councillor Cleland 

There was nothing to report.
C.H.A.T. – Councillor Bunn
A report had been previously circulated with the agenda. Councillor Bunn gave a brief verbal report to the meeting including details of a ‘C.H.A.T week’ to be held at the beginning of November to highlight its activities throughout the town.


	287.
	To receive the Acting Town Clerk’s report on Circulation of Minutes.
A report had previously been circulated with the agenda. The Acting Town Clerk gave a brief verbal report reiterating his concerns outlined in the report.

Councillor Morris stated that he was in favour of the new system but wished to propose an amendment that unapproved minutes should not be posted on the website and that draft minutes be forwarded to the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Committee for approval.
RESOLVED: That the report be received and adopted with the amendment put forward by Councillor Morris. 


	288.
	To note the Affordable Housing Supplementary Planning Document from North Somerset Council which is available to view at Grove House.

RESOLVED: That the document be noted.


	
	Councillor Kimitri left the meeting at 7.30 p.m. 


	289.
	To receive correspondence from ASB Law regarding Formation of Charity.

Correspondence from ASB Law had been previously circulated with the agenda.
RESOLVED: The Acting Town Clerk verbally reported that more background work needed to be carried out before a report could be presented, with recommendations, to the Town Council. In the interim, the correspondence was for information only.


	
	Councillor Kimitri rejoined the meeting at 7.35 p.m. 



	290.
	To receive report re. Consultation on North Somerset Council Street Café Scheme.

The main document had been forwarded to Councillors via email or hard copy prior to the meeting. 

A lengthy debate ensued on this matter.

RESOLVED: That the Town Council opposes the current charges and restrictions proposed by this document as it will actively discourage a Café culture and not encourage one.


	
	To resolve under the Public Bodies (Admissions of Meeting) Act 1960 to exclude the public and press for the following items by reasons of confidential nature of the business.


	291.
	To receive an update on the legal position regarding the former Town Clerk.

Councillor Mrs Priestman reported on the current position and on advice received from the Council’s legal representatives. 

RESOLVED: That the Council’s representatives be authorised to make a settlement on the issue to the maximum figure contained in the email to Councillor Priestman dated 16th September 2008, at 5.30 p.m. 


	
	There being no further business, the Town Mayor closed the meeting.

Signed……………………………..       Dated……………………..

                 Town Mayor
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