WESTON-SUPER-MARE
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
HELD ON 18th MARCH 2008
AT THE TOWN HALL
 
Meeting Commenced: 7.00 p.m.


Meeting Concluded:  8.10 p.m.
 
PRESENT: Councillors Bunn, Canniford, Collins, Darke, Edwards, Heard, Mrs Holder, Horler, Mrs How, Mrs Howell, Kellaway-Marriott, Kimitri, King, Ley-Morgan (Chairman, Town Mayor), Morris, Parker, Mrs Parry, Mrs Pepperall, Mrs Priestman, Ms Warwick, Webb, and Mrs Willis. 
 
Prior to the meeting, Mr Dick Whittington addressed the Town Council in relation to the proposed closures to both Post Offices in Kewstoke and Loxton (item 10 on the agenda). Mr Whittington was representing Community Action, Regional Committee for Post Watch, West District Community Transport. 
 
The Town Mayor welcomed Mrs Janet Wallis from Avon Local Council’s Association (ALCA). 
 
 
	806.
	To receive apologies for absence 
Received from Councillors Cleland, Edwards, C.Howell, Judd, Mrs Pilgrim, Purnell, Porter. 


	807.
	To receive declarations of interest 
Received from:
 
 I)      Councillor Kellaway-Marriott declared a personal interest in agenda  item 13 (Street Safe Bus grant).
 
II)      Councillor  Canniford declared a prejudicial interest as a supplier to the Town Council.
 
III)      Councillor  Mrs Willis declared a personal interest in agenda item 12 (Member of CHAT Trustee and Management Board).
 
IV)      Councillor Morris declared a personal interest in agenda item 9.3 (Director of the Birnbeck Regeneration Committee appointed by North Somerset Council).


	808.
	To receive announcements and communications from Town Mayor 
 
A presentation had been held prior to the meeting in which shields had been presented to former Deputy Mayors and Leaders of Council.  
 
New Town Councillor David Hitchins was welcomed to the Council      following a by-election for Summer Lane Ward.
It was announced that Former Town Councillor (2000-2003) David Hunt had sadly passed away.
 
Welcome and thanks were extended to the Town Council’s work experience student who had been on placement from Exeter University.
 
 The Town Mayor had attended 182 engagements to date. 
 
Town Mayor’s Secretary Gina Powers was thanked for her hard work contributing to the successful Charity Ball. Approximately £5,000 had been raised on the evening. 
 
Councillor Parker was congratulated for his recent award from the T & G W U for forty years of service. 
 
Chaplain Mr Peter Tullet, Mayor’s Chaplain & Richard Kent, Town Council   Liaison Officer were thanked for their throughout the year. 
 
Town Council staff and Councillor Morris (Leader of the Town Council) were thanked for all their hard work in the absence of the Town Clerk.
 
It was requested that an Extra-Ordinary meeting be arranged to discuss the plans for the Tropicana.  


	809.
	To approve the accuracy of the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 22nd January 2008 
 
RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Morris, seconded by Councillor Webb and agreed that the Minutes be accepted and signed as a true record
 

	810.
	To receive the reports and approve minutes from the following Committees 
810.1  Policy and Finance Committee – 18th February 2008 
810.2  Planning Committee  - 9th, 30th January 2008 and 20th February 2008 
                  Councillor Heard informed the Town Council that the Minutes of the 20th  
         February 2008 had not yet been approved and would  be deferred to the next 
         meeting.
 
810.3  Community Services Committee – 15th January 2008 and 25th February 2008 
810.4  Personnel Committee – 18th January and 22nd February 2008 
 
RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Morris, seconded by Councillor Horler and agreed that with the exception of the Planning Committee minutes for 20th February 2008, that the reports and minutes be accepted on block. 
 

	811.
	To consider the notes from the Youth Council Meeting – 17th January 2008 
Noted.
 


	812.
	Town Mayor Elect 
The Town Mayor thanked Councillor Horler for his support as Deputy Mayor  throughout the year. 
 
RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Morris, seconded by Councillor Mrs Willis and agreed that Councillor Horler be Town Mayor Elect for 2008/2009. 
 
Councillor Horler gave thanks for his nomination. 
 

	813.
	Deputy Town Mayor Elect 
Councillor Morris thanked Councillor Kellaway-Marriott for his support as Chairman of the Policy and Finance Committee during the past year and for his additional support in recent weeks leading up the financial year end.
 
RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Morris, seconded by Councillor Mrs Willis and agreed that Councillor Kellaway-Marriott be nominated Deputy Mayor Electfor 2008/2009. 
 
Councillor Kellaway-Marriott thanked Councillor Morris for his comments. 
 

	814.
	Reports from representatives of external organisations 
814.1   Bristol Airport Consultative Committee 

       Councillor Mrs Willis 
A report was distributed with the agenda. 
 
Councillor Canniford stated that he was disappointed that tax payers had to contribute to the airport. Councillor Mrs Willis would take Councillor Canniford’s comments to the next meeting.
 
814.2    Water Safety Committee 


    Councillor Mrs Holder 
 
Councillor Mrs Holder reported that a meeting was being held that evening. 
 
814.3    Birnbeck Regeneration Trust                            Councillor Kimitri

Councillor Kimitri reported that there had been no recent meeting. 
 
814.4    Local Access Forum 


                 Councillor Kellaway-Marriott

A report was distributed with the agenda. 
 
814.5    Town Centre Company
                             Councillor Kellaway Marriott &   





                 Councillor Mrs Priestman 
Councillor Morris reported that an interim meeting had taken place and that the Service Level Agreement was beginning to proceed. 
 
Councillor Canniford stated that he the decision by North Somerset Council’s Licensing Committee to cease permission for the Continental Market in Italian Gardens, but allow a fast food outlet was extremely regrettable. 
 
RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Canniford, seconded by Councillor Morris and agreed that a  strongly worded response be  drafted and sent to North Somerset Council advising that the Town Council were opposed their licensing decision. 
 
814.6  Citizens Advice Bureau 



       Councillor Bunn
Councillor Bunn advised that his role was being re-considered and was being reviewed again in April 2008. 
 
 814.7  Flood Risk Action Group



    Councillor Mrs Willis 

A report was distributed with the agenda. 
 
814.8   Wyndham Lecture Trust for Secondary Schools                Councillor Cleland 

Councillor Cleland had informed the Town Council that there had been no   meeting to date. 


	815.
	Post Office Closures 
Previous information was distributed with the agenda. Six Post Offices (North Worle, Severn Road, Uphill, Kewstoke & Loxton)  in the Weston-super-Mare area faced closure as part of the Post Office’s Network Change Programme. 
 
Councillor Canniford proposed that the Town Council requesting should protect and encourage Post Office use. Councillor Morris endorsed Councillor Canniford’s comments.
 
It was proposed by Councillor Morris and seconded by Councillor Parker that the meeting be suspended in order that members of the public present could speak on the item  (Meeting suspended at 7.51 p.m. )
 
Mr Gordon Dury addressed the Council regarding the proposed closure of Severn Road Post Office.
 
The meeting re-convened at 7.55 p.m. 
 
Councillors Mrs Parry, Webb and Mrs Willis all spoke against the proposed Post Office Closures.
 
RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Canniford, seconded by Councillor Morris and agreed that the Town Council’s response regarding the proposed closures be:
 
1) The Town Council respond to the consultation strongly opposing the Post Office Closure Programme.  2) Contact to be made with neighbouring Parish Councils to ask for support.  3) Representation be made to North Somerset Council to investigate ways in which they could provide services through the Post Office Network in future

	816.
	Borough Status 
A report from North Somerset Council’s Democratic Services Officer had been distributed with the agenda. 
 
Councillor Canniford stated that he believed the report was flawed and that the disadvantages had not been highlighted. The matter was discussed at some length. 
 
RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Canniford, seconded by Councillor Mrs Willis and agreed that the Town Council write to North Somerset Council and oppose that the Civic Head of North Somerset Council be given the title of Mayor.  The Town Council were in favour of the existing arrangements being retained with regard to the titles of the Town Mayor of Weston-super-Mare the Chairman of North Somerset Council. 
 


	817.
	To consider that the Town Council appoint a member of the board for CHAT (Chaplaincy About Town)
RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Morris, seconded by Councillor Mrs Willis and agreed that Councillor Bunn be appointed as a member of the board for CHAT. 
 

	818.
	To approve grants agreed at the Policy and Finance Meeting on 18th February and 17th March 2008 for presentation at the Annual Town Meeting on 22nd May 2008
 
RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Morris, seconded by Councillor Kellway-Marriott and agreed that the grants as detailed in Appendix A, be approved including a grant for £500 to the Senior Citizens Forum.
 


	819.
	To note the resignation of the Town Clerk 
Noted. 
 
RESOLVED under the Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960 to exclude the public and press for the following items be reason of confidential nature of the business. 
 


	820.
	To discuss the Town Council’s options for contingency measures following 
the resignation of the Town Clerk. 
 
RESOLVED: That a locum/acting Town Clerk be appointed whilst a new   Town Clerk was being appointed.
 


	
	There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting.

Signed……………………………..       Dated……………………..




