Community Services 08.02.10




WESTON-SUPER-MARE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE 
COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE

HELD ON 8TH FEBRUARY 2010
AT GROVE HOUSE
Meeting Commenced: 7.00 p.m.




Meeting Concluded: 8.55 p.m.
Present: Councillors Mrs. Priestman (Vice Chairman), Cleland, Havill, Hitchins, C. Howell, Judd, Porter, Mrs. Warwick and Mrs. Willis. 
In Attendance: Councillors Dr. Kellaway-Marriott, Malcolm Nicholson (Town Clerk), Samantha Middlemiss (Committee Officer), Sarah Pearse (Responsible Financial Officer), Helen Morton (Finance Assistant), Paul McErlean (Senior Groundsman) and Colin Lewis (G.B. Sport & Leisure) (part attendance).
In the absence of the Chairman, the Vice Chairman, Councillor Mrs. Priestman, chaired the meeting.

	483.
	Apologies for Absence

Received from Councillors Canniford, Mrs. Parry and Webb.
It was noted that Councillors Mrs. Willis and Porter would be late.


	484.
	Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest received. 



	485.
	Minutes of the Community Services Committee Meeting held on 7th December 2009 (previously circulated)
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Judd
SECONDED BY: Councillor Mrs. Warwick
RESOLVED: That the Minutes be accepted and signed as a true record.



	486.
	Standing Orders were suspended at 7.10 p.m.
Colin Lewis, GB Sport & Leisure, addressed the meeting in relation to agenda item 8, Play Area Inspection Reports, and gave a comprehensive explanation regarding the detail of the play area inspection reports. The key areas highlighted were:

a) That safety and maintenance were two separate issues and, therefore, needed to be graded separately.

b) Any high risk matters were reported and dealt with as soon as they were indentified.
c) Any issue, no matter how minor, was reported for safety and maintenance reasons.

d) That all the Town Council’s play areas were in good condition.

Councillor Mrs. Willis joined the meeting at 7.15 p.m.

Colin advised that he was open to suggestions and was happy to work with the Town Council to make the reports more user friendly. Colin confirmed that the more robust the maintenance system was, the less risk there was for safety.
It was suggested that an extra column be inserted on the reports indicating the urgency to address a maintenance issue and to reflect the cost implication for the Town Council in the long term if not addressed.

Councillors asked that there be a column inserted on the play area inspection report indicating the risk factor, graded 1 – 25 and a second column indicating the maintenance factor, graded alphabetically.
Standing Orders were resumed at 7.30 p.m.


	487.
	Notes of the Weston in Bloom Meetings:
· Notes of 24th November 2009. (previously circulated)
RESOLVED: That the Notes be received.


	488.
488.1

488.2

488.3

488.4

488.5

488.6

488.7

488.8

488.9
	Grant Applications
The Finance Assistant’s report had been previously circulated with the agenda.

The Chairman informed the Committee that this was the last meeting of the Community Services Committee for the financial year 2009/2010. Councillors were asked to be mindful of the funds left available in the grants budget which was £3,200.00 as the grant requests before them totalled £ 7,000. 
1st Wick St Lawrence Cubs
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Mrs. Willis
SECONDED BY: Councillor Mrs. Warwick
RESOLVED: That this application be awarded £500.00.
Councillor Porter joined the meeting at 7.40 p.m.
British Korean Veterans Association
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Judd
SECONDED BY: Councillor Hitchins
RESOLVED: That this application be awarded £300.00.
Positive Creative Contributions
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Mrs. Willis
SECONDED BY: Councillor Mrs. Warwick
RESOLVED: That this application be awarded £100.00.
Weston-super-mare Senior Citizens Forum
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Mrs. Warwick
SECONDED BY: Councillor Mrs. Willis
RESOLVED: That this application be awarded £200.00.
Home – Start North Somerset 
Councillor C. Howell joined the meeting at 7.47 p.m.
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Porter
SECONDED BY: Councillor Judd
RESOLVED: That this application be awarded £200.00.
Weston & District Community Transport
Councillor Mrs. Willis declared a prejudicial Interest as a trustee of Weston & District Community Transport and left the room at 7.50 p.m.
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Porter
SECONDED BY: Councillor Hitchins
RESOLVED: That this application be awarded £350.00.
Councillor Mrs. Willis re- joined the meeting at 7.54 p.m. 

Ashcombe Bowls Club 
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Judd
SECONDED BY: Councillor Hitchins
RESOLVED: That this application be awarded £80.00.
North Somerset & Weston Macular Support Group
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Mrs. Willis

SECONDED BY: Councillor Cleland
RESOLVED: That this application be awarded £500.00.
Weston-super-Mare Film Makers Network
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Porter

SECONDED BY: Councillor Cleland

RESOLVED: That this application be awarded £500.00.


	489.
489.1

489.2
	Community Show/Armed Forces Day
The Chairman advised the Committee that the two shows would be updated separately.
i) Armed Forces Day 

Councillor Judd updated the Committee with the latest plans for the Armed Forces Day event :

The planning of the event was progressing very well, meetings had been held confirming second World War vehicles for the event.
A brief press release from the Town Clerk had recently been published in the Evening Post this week and an advert on Star Radio had also been aired publicising the event by Terry Gilbert. There were also larger press releases in the pipeline from Councillor Judd.

Councillor Judd reported some fantastic news had been received today, a letter from the Ministry of Defence awarding the event £4,000 in funding.
Confirmations for a Navy helicopter, static displays of army vehicles and a working field kitchen had been received. There would also be various parades, displays, marching bands and lots more. Councillor Judd was hopeful a number of dignitaries would be attending the event.
Schools had been written to asking if they would like to get involved with the event, there would be competitions run for three age groups one for 5-10 years, second for 11-15 years and third for 16-18 years. The competition for the two younger age groups would be ‘who is your Hero’ and the older age group would be designing the poster advertising the event.
The Town Centre Manager was making enquiries of Curry’s to donate a prize for the winner of the 16-18 years competition. 

A Councillor suggested Councillor Judd advertised the event with Sunshine Radio.

The Chairman advised the Committee and congratulated Councillor Judd on receiving the Freedom of the Company of Educator’s Award attaching Freedom of the city of London. The Committee applauded Councillor Judd on this achievement.

ii) Community Show
The Chairman informed the Committee that the Town Council no longer had a Community and Leisure Officer in employment and that the Responsible Financial Officer was overseeing and organising the Community Show. The Committee thanked the Responsible Financial Officer for her work and for stepping in and taking over the role. The Responsible Financial Officer thanked the Committee and explained that she had been assisted and was working in a team with other officers to carry out the work.
The Responsible Financial Officer updated the Committee with the latest plans for the Community Show:

A debrief of last year’s Community Show had been undertaken with various officers and external bodies. All criticisms were taken on board and the team would work to rectify and move forward with this year’s show.

This year Weston In Bloom would have their own marquee which would be managed by Bev Tucker (Town Centre Partnership).

Saturday would be a ‘Bands Day’ and Sunday would be an ‘Arts Day’. Kreshia Cross and Katie Koo had volunteered to help organise the entertainment for the Arts Day.
There would be various kinds of children’s entertainment and food supplied for the event.

The Town Council had budgeted £6,000 for the Community Show and a further £6,000 sponsorship had been obtained to match fund the event. 

The two events would share some of the same resources, such as St John’s Ambulance service. 

There was slight concern with North Somerset Council’s plans for digging up part of the beach lawns but this was being investigated and should not be a problem. Everything was working to plan and the Committee would be regularly updated.
The Chairman thanked both Councillor Judd and the Responsible Financial Officer for their updates and advised the Committee to feed any comments they had on the two events back to them.
Councillor Havill left the meeting at 8.20 p.m. 



	490.
490.1

490.2

490.3

490.4

490.5
	Consideration of Policy for Grit Bin Provision 

The Town Clerk’s report had been previously circulated with the agenda.

The Town Clerk informed the Committee that over the past few months during the adverse weather conditions, the Town Council had received a large number of phone calls requesting grit bins. In the past, the Town Council had supplied grit bins in various areas. 
There was no specific budget for grit bins but there was a budget for street furniture. After discussions with the Chairman of the Community Services Committee and the Highways Department at North Somerset Council, the Town Clerk had made two recommendations for the Town Council which were outlined in the report.
Councillor Havill re- joined the meeting at 8.30 p.m. 
One Councillor advised the Committee that there had been reported instances where people take the grit for their own personal use, which is illegal as it is only for the use of public highways.

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Porter
SECONDED BY: Councillor Mrs. Willis

RESOLVED:
1) That the Town Council adopt the four criteria as detailed in the Town Clerk’s report.
2) To authorise the Town Clerk to decide on requests for grit bins subject to prior consultation with the Highways Area Officer, the Chairman and Ward Councillors.
3) That grit bins not be located on main roads which were already gritted.

4)  That a sign advising that the grit was not for personal use, and only for use on public highways, be displayed on the grit bins. 

5) To recommend to the Policy and Finance Committee to earmark a reserve of £1,500 from the Street Furniture budget for the provision of grit bins.


	491.
	Play Area Inspection Reports

This agenda item had been discussed earlier in the meeting.



	492.
492.1

492.2
	Life Trail 
The Town Clerk’s report had been previously circulated with the agenda.
The Town Clerk reported that correspondence had been received from officers of North Somerset Council indicating that the District Council were not in favour of the Life Trail Project being situated in any of their parks or on the seafront.

The Responsible Financial Officer informed the Committee that the earmarked reserves could indicate a spending deadline.

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Porter

SECONDED BY: Councillor Judd

RESOLVED: 

1) That the Town Clerk approach David Turner of North Somerset Council to make further enquiries regarding this correspondence. 
2) That the sum of £10,000 be included in earmarked reserves for 2010/2011 and a time limit of September 2010 be stipulated for spending the money.


	493.
493.1

493.2

493.2.1

493.2.2
	Water Play Area 
The Development Officer’s report was circulated at the meeting.
The Chairman advised the Committee to affirm the report.

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Judd

SECONDED BY: Councillor Porter

RESOLVED: To authorise the commencement of the works as soon as possible.

Discussions ensued over the running of the proposed Kiosk.

RESOLVED: That the Working Party explore two options:

1) For the Town Council to run the Kiosk.
2) To lease the Kiosk to a concessionaire.
The estimated opening date was anticipated to be the weekend after the Community Show/ Armed Forces Day event. It was requested that, as soon as an installation date was agreed, the facility be widely publicised.



	494.
	Friends of Milton Road Cemetery  - Heritage Project 
The Development Officer’s report had been previously circulated with the agenda.
The Committee thanked the Development Officer for her professional report and paid tribute to her handling of the project.

RESOLVED: That the report be noted.


	
	There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.55 p.m.

Signed: ...............................................................
Dated: ......................................


Chairman




1

