Town Council 20.07.09



WESTON-SUPER-MARE TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

HELD AT THE TOWN HALL ON MONDAY 20th JULY 2009              

Meeting Commenced: 7.00 p.m.


   Meeting Concluded:  8.58 p.m.
PRESENT: Councillors Dr. Kellaway-Marriott (Town Mayor), Horler (Leader of the Council), Mrs. Priestman (Deputy Leader of the Council), Bunn, Cleland, Hitchins, Mrs. How, Mrs. P. Howell, C. Howell, Judd, Keating, Kimitri, King, Ley-Morgan, Mrs. Parry, Mrs. Pilgrim, Parker, Mrs. Warwick, Webb and Mrs. Willis.
IN ATTENDANCE:  Malcolm Nicholson (Town Clerk), Tania Middlemiss (Assistant Town Clerk) and Samantha Middlemiss (Committee Clerk).
Before the commencement of the meeting, the Town Mayor requested that the meeting to pay their condolences to the late Leslie Hayne (past Mayor of Weston-super-Mare 1985-1986) by joining him in a one minute silence. 

The Town Mayor invited his Chaplain, Reverend Monsignor Canon Gabriel Leyden, to say a prayer. 
	194.
	
Apologies for Absence

Received from Councillors Canniford, Mrs. Holder, Heard, Edwards, Darke, Porter, Purnell, Morris, and Mrs. Pepperall.


	195.
	Declarations of Interest

The Town Clerk informed Councillors that, under the current Code of Conduct, it was no longer necessary for them to record their declaration of interest in the Declaration of Interest Register. However Councillors were required to state any declarations of interest at meetings, in order that they be recorded in the Minutes.
Councillors should also have completed the register of interests when they signed their declaration of acceptance of office as a Town Councillor.



	196.
	Minutes of the previous Town Council Meetings held on 20th April 2009 and 21st May 2009
RESOLVED: That the Minutes be accepted and signed as a true record.


	197.

197.1

197.2
	Announcements and Communications from the Town Mayor
The Town Mayor reported that approximately 86 engagements to date had been carried out by himself and the Deputy Town Mayor.

(a) To present Shields to former Leaders of the Council

In the absence of Councillor Morris, the Town Mayor informed the meeting that he would present him with a shield, at the next Town Council meeting.

The Town Mayor presented Councillor Webb with a shield and thanked him for his time served as Town Council Leader. 
Councillor Webb returned his thanks to the Town Council.

Councillor Mrs. How joined the meeting at 7.10 p.m.
(b) Recognition of Town Council staff

The Town Mayor announced that the following members of staff’s hard work and involvement with the Community Show be recognised: Rafika Aissaoui, Zoe Clements, Sarah Pearse, Gina Powers, Tania Middlemiss, Glen Richardson, Liam Brown and Councillors Mrs. Willis and Mrs. Priestman. 
The Town Mayor announced that Gina Powers (Town Mayor’s Secretary)  had passed her NVQ Level 3 in Business and Administration, but unfortunately she could not be present to receive her certificate, so he would present her with her certificate at the next Town Council meeting

The Town Mayor announced that Tania Middlemiss (Assistant Town Clerk) had achieved her CIPD, Certificate in Personnel Practice, and congratulated her on this achievement.


	198.
	To receive and approve Minutes from the following Committees:
(i)    Policy & Finance Committee          20th April 2009 and 15th June 2009
(ii)  Planning Committee                        22nd  April 2009, 13th May 2009,
                                                          10th June 2009 and 24th June 2009
(iii) Community Services Committee     8th June 2009
(iv) Personnel Committee                      24th April 2009
The Town Clerk drew Members’ attention, to the need to approve Minute Number 139 of the Policy and Finance Committee Meeting 15th June 2009.

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Horler

SECONDED BY: Councillor Mrs. Priestman

Members voted on the proposition, all in favour with one vote against from Councillor Keating.
RESOLVED:  That the Minutes from these Committees be approved.


	199.
	To consider the Notes from the Youth Council Meeting of 14th May 2009
RESOLVED: That the Notes be accepted.



	200.
	Christmas Lights – Award of Contract

The Town Clerk’s report had been previously circulated with the agenda.

A display of the proposed Christmas Lights from the five tendering companies was available to view at the meeting. The Town Clerk distributed to Members an analysis report that he had produced.

PROPOSED BY: The Town Mayor

SECONDED BY: Councillor Horler

RESOLVED: To suspend Standing Orders at 7.35 p.m. to give Members the opportunity to view the displays before making a decision and to invite Steve Townsend (Town Centre Manager) to address the Committee.

Standing Orders were resumed at 7.45 p.m. 

Councillor Horler thanked Steve Townsend for addressing the Meeting with his knowledge and experience with Christmas Lights.
Councillor Horler informed the Meeting that the two strongest tenders for the project were clearly Blachere Illuminations and Lamps and Tubes, and that the Meeting needed to make a decision between these two companies.

Councillor Mrs. Willis asked the Meeting to seriously consider that the colour blue, for the lights, would cause a problem for visually impaired people.

Councillor Ley-Morgan contributed to the discussion and informed the meeting with some valuable advice, and asked the Town Clerk if Dave Willingham of Wills Electrical, could be notified of the Town Council’s direction with Christmas Lights, and to thank him for his years of expertise and commitment to the Town Council with Christmas Lights over the years.
Discussion ensued with regard to lighting in the trees on the Boulevard, and the Town Clerk was requested to negotiate with the companies, to include this within their proposals.

The Town Clerk agreed to investigate for Members, but informed Members of the tight timescale the Town Council had with regard to agreeing a scheme in time for the project to commence for Christmas 2009.
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Horler
SECONDED BY: Councillor Mrs. Priestman 

RESOLVED: 

i)    To agree to let a three year contract for Christmas Lighting together with the necessary infrastructure, with the option to extend to a further two years.

ii)  That Lamps and Tubes be the preferred supplier, and Blachere Illuminations be the reserved supplier.

iii) To authorise the Town Clerk, in consultation with the Leader and Deputy Leader, to negotiate with the supplier on any remaining issues.

iv) That the final design for the proposal be presented to Group Leaders before being finalised.



	201.
	Committee Terms of Reference

The amended Committee Terms of Reference had been previously circulated with the agenda.

An amended Personnel Committee Terms of Reference was distributed to Members at the Meeting, to be considered with the other Committee’s recommendations.
The Town Clerk clarified for Members the meaning of ‘Executive decision’, and informed Members that the Blakehay Management Sub Committee was responsible to the Policy and Finance Committee, and that the Barcode Management Sub Committee was responsible to the Community Services Committee. The Town Clerk also notified Members that some changes had been made to Offices’ powers of delegation and that the functions of the Responsible Financial Officer would be set out, as per the job description.

Councillor Horler thanked the Town Clerk for his work on the document.

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Horler

SECONDED BY: Councillor Mrs. Priestman
RESOLVED:  That the following changes be made to the Committee membership:-
i)   That the membership for the Policy and Finance Committee and the Community service Committee be increased to 12 Members, with a quorum of 6.
ii) That the membership for the Planning and Transportation Committee and   the Personnel Committee be increased to 11 Members, with a quorum of 5.
Councillor Horler invited Members to put themselves forward to sit on Committees.

Councillor King addressed the Meeting and requested to serve on the Personnel Committee.

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Horler 

SECONDED BY: Councillor Mrs. Willis

The proposal was put to the vote and was agreed with one abstention and one vote against from Councillor Keating.

RESOLVED: That Councillor King serve as a Members on the Personnel Committee. 


	202.
	Calendar of Meeting dates 2009 -2010
The revised calendar of meeting dates had been previously circulated with the agenda.
Councillor Horler informed the meeting that requests had been received from the Barcode Management Sub Committee and the Blakehay Management Sub Committee to have more frequent meetings.
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Horler

SECONDED BY: Councillor Kimitri 
RESOLVED: That the following meeting dates and times be changed and agreed:-
That the Barcode Management Sub Committee would meet on a bi monthly basis, to be determined by the Barcode Management Sub Committee.

That the Community Services Committee meeting scheduled for the 5th October 2009 be rescheduled to the 12th October 2009.

That the Blakehay Management Sub Committee Meeting dates be as follows: 

7th October 2009, 2nd November 2009, 4th January 2010, 1st March 2010 and 3rd May 2010, at an agreed time of 6.30 p.m. 



	203.
	Corporate Performance Plan
The Corporate Performance Plan had been previously circulated with the agenda.

The Town Clerk informed Members that the Town Mayor had been incorrectly addressed in the document on page 3, and that on pages 7 & 8 there were a few typo errors which were to be addressed. The Town Clerk also notified Members that the revised Calendar of meeting dates would also need to be incorporated.

It was brought to the Town Clerk’s attention that there was a punctuation error on page 30 of the document.

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Horler

SECONDED BY: Councillor Mrs. Priestman

RESOLVED: That The Corporate Performance Plan be agreed, subject to the changes referred to. 



	204.
	Bristol Airport Development Consultation
The details of the planning application and correspondence from the Parish Council’s Airport Association had been previously circulated with the agenda.
Councillor Mrs. Willis informed the Council that the Consultation date was 17th August 2009, and of a meeting on 22nd July 2009 where there was a drop in session to view the Consultation Plans at Felton Village Hall.
Discussion ensued amongst Members with regard to use of green belt, noise quotas for night flights, reduction of carbon footprint, insufficient infrastructure, and public transport and employment opportunities. 

It was agreed that the Town Council was not against airport expansion, but Members were extremely mindful of the infrastructure that will need to accompany the expansion. 
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Horler

SECONDED BY: Councillor Mrs. Priestman

RESOLVED: That a letter informing North Somerset Council of Weston-super-Mare Town Council’s comments be approved by Group Leaders and Councillor Mrs. Willis (Representative for the Bristol Airport Consultative Committee).


	205.
	Councillors’ meeting attendance figures
Councillor Horler drew Members’ attention to the Corporate Performance Plan where it stated the percentage attendance by Councillors at meetings of the full Council was 75%.

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Horler

SECONDED BY: Councillor Kimitri 

RESOLVED: That the target percentage attendance by Councillors at meetings of the full Council be increased to 80%.



	206.
	North Somerset Partnership Board

Correspondence had been previously circulated with the agenda.

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Horler

SECONDED BY: Councillor Collins 
RESOLVED: That this be noted.



	207.
	Reports from Representatives of External Organisations:-
Councillor Horler notified the meeting that this agenda item would be removed from the Town Council Agenda, and would be delegated to the Members’ Bulletin.
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Horler 

SECONDED BY: Councillor Kimitri 

RESOLVED: That reports from representatives of external organisations be removed from the Town Council agendas, and transferred to the Members’ Bulletin. 

The Town Mayor invited Councillor Bunn to briefly inform the meeting of the discussion at the recent C.H.A.T meeting


	
	There being no further business, the Town Mayor closed the meeting at

8.58 p.m.
Signed: .....................................................

Dated: ..................................


Town Mayor
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