Town Council 20.04.09

D R A F T

WESTON-SUPER-MARE TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

HELD AT THE TOWN HALL ON THURSDAY 20th APRIL 2009              

Meeting Commenced:
7.00 p.m.


      Meeting Concluded:  7.35 p.m.
PRESENT: Councillors Horler (Town Mayor), Webb (Leader of the Council), Mrs. Priestman (Deputy Leader of the Council), Bunn, Canniford, Cleland, Darke, Hitchins, Mrs. Holder, Judd, Dr. Kellaway-Marriott, Kimitri, King, Ley-Morgan, Morris, Mrs. Parry, Mrs. Pepperall, Mrs. Pilgrim, Parker, Porter, Mrs. Warwick and  Mrs. Willis.
IN ATTENDANCE:  Colin Roddan (Acting Town Clerk), Samantha Middlemiss (Committee Clerk) and Zoe Clements (Development Officer).
	22.
	
Apologies for Absence

Received from Councillors Purnell, Keating, Mrs. Howell, Howell and Heard.


	23.
	Declarations of Interest


Councillor Canniford declared a personal interest as a supplier to the Town Council.


	24.
	Minutes of the previous Town Council Meeting held on 17th March 2009
RESOLVED: That the Minutes be accepted and signed as a true record.


	25.
	Announcements and Communications from the Town Mayor
The Town Mayor reported that approximately 290 engagements to date had been carried out by himself, the Deputy Town Mayor and the Leader.
The Town Mayor advised that there were only limited tickets remaining for the Mayor’s Charity Ball on the 9th May 2009, and encouraged all Members to attend.
The Town Mayor informed the meeting that Mayor Making this year would only consist of one meeting, and not two as in previous years. The meeting would start at 5.00 p.m. 

The Town Mayor thanked Town Councillors for their time and attendance at Town Council Meetings throughout his year as Chairman, and wished the Mayor Elect all the best for his forthcoming year as Town Mayor.
The Town Mayor Elect thanked the Town Mayor.

	26.
	To receive and approve Minutes from the following Committees:

(i) Planning Committee                          1st April 2009
(ii)   Community Services Committee       6th April 2009
(iii) Personnel Committee                        27th February 2009
RESOLVED:  That the minutes from these Committees be accepted en bloc.


	27.
	To consider the Notes from the Youth Council Meeting of 19th March 2009
RESOLVED: That the Notes be accepted.



	28.
	Reports from Representatives of External Organisations:-
Bristol Airport Consultative Committee  –  Councillor Mrs. Willis       

Councillor Mrs. Willis reported that there had been no meetings.

Water Safety Committee – Councillor Mrs. Holder

Councillor Mrs. Holder reported that there had been no meetings.

Birnbeck Regeneration Trust – Councillor Mrs. Parry

Councillor Mrs Parry reported that there had been no meetings.
Local Access Forum – Councillor Dr. Kellaway-Marriott

Councillor Dr. Kellaway-Marriott reported that there had been no meetings, and that the next meeting was scheduled for the 20th April 2009.
Town Centre Company – Councillors Dr. Kellaway-Marriott, Mrs. Priestman and Canniford

A report had been previously circulated with the agenda. 

Citizens Advice Bureau – Councillor Bunn

Councillor Bunn reported that there had been no meetings.

Flood Risk Action Group – Councillors Mrs. Willis and Cleland

Councillor Mrs. Willis reported that there had been no meetings.
Wyndham Lecture Trust for Secondary Schools – Councillor Cleland 

Councillor Cleland reported that there had been no meetings.

C.H.A.T. – Councillor Bunn
Councillor Bunn reported that there had been no meetings, and that the next meeting was scheduled for May 2009.
P.A.C.T. – Councillor Bunn

Councillor Bunn reported that there had been no meetings, and that the next meeting was scheduled for May 2009.


	29.
	Appointment of Town Clerk 
It was brought to the meeting’s attention that Town Councillors had not been formally notified of the new appointment, and were left to read it in the local press, which was not acceptable. 
However, the appointment was applauded by Councillors and the Leader of the Council apologised for not organising the communication to Councillors and staff.
Clarification was sought on when business could be directed to the new Town Clerk. The meeting was informed that 1st June was the official start date of the new Town Clerk.
UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED: That the appointment of Mr. Malcolm Nicholson be ratified as Town Clerk with effect from 1st June 2009.


	30.
	Employee Handbook
The handbook had been previously circulated with the agenda.

In view of the change in statutory requirements as from 6th April 2009, there was no longer a rigid 28 day timescale in the Grievance Procedure.
UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED: That the policies and procedures contained in the staff Handbook – Version 1 dated 6th April 2009 be ratified, with the amendment that the word ‘normally’ be inserted in paragraphs 3.4 and 3.8 of the Grievance Procedure.


	31.
	“Responding to the challenge of proposed housing growth in North Somerset”
Correspondence from North Somerset Council had been previously circulated with the agenda.

The Town Mayor explained that this was a letter received by him, which he had originally sent to the Planning and Transportation Committee for consideration.
Members agreed that the emphasis of this proposal should be employment led, and that the Town Council should reflect this in their response. 

The quality, not the quantity, of houses was also discussed. 

Concern was also expressed that the railways and motorways were struggling at present and, therefore, the existing infrastructure could not cope with the influx of more residents commuting in and out of the town. 
RESOLVED: That the Leader of the Town Council would respond in writing to the Leader of North Somerset Council outlining the above and provide the Acting Town Clerk with a copy of the letter.


	32.
	Weston-super-Mare Archaeological and Natural History Society 
Correspondence from Weston-super-Mare Archaeological and Natural History Society had been previously circulated with the agenda.  The Society wished to offer honorary membership to the Mayor on an annual basis.
RESOLVED: That the Town Council convey their thanks and accept the Honorary Membership. 


	33.
	North Somerset Partnership Board 
Members referred to the last Town Council meeting when it was resolved that the Acting Town Clerk would write to the NSP Informing them that the Town Council were in support of the Board  and would like to send a representative and questioned why this had not been actioned earlier.
The Acting Town Clerk informed the Members that replies had been sent on 14th April 2009 to Councillor Nigel Ashton and Janet Wallis, but due to the Town Clerk Interviews and his annual leave, this action had been delayed. 
RESOLVED: That the Acting Town Clerk write a further letter to North Somerset Council, raising continued concerns that ALCA were no longer represented on the North Somerset Partnership Board.


	
	There being no further business, the Town Mayor closed the meeting at

7.35 p.m.
Signed: .....................................................

Dated: ..................................


Town Mayor
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