NOTES OF THE


 FLOWER POWER WORKING PARTY 


HELD ON 11th SEPTEMBER 2007


AT GROVE HOUSE


Meeting Commenced:  1.00 p.m. 

Meeting Concluded: 2.30 p.m. 

Present: Richard Knowles (Chairman), Chris Webber, Pauline Pearce, Councillors Mrs Howell, Kellaway-Marriott (Weston-super-Mare Town Council), Mrs Jenny Gosden, Roger Brown, Cynthia Filer, Bert Filer (Weston Horticultural Society), Kareen Williams (Worlebury Residents Association), Beverley Tucker (Town Centre Partnership) and Joan Thompson (North Worle LAT). 

In attendance: Marina Dunstone (Leisure and Community Officer - Weston-super-Mare Town Council). 
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	1.
	Apologies for absence 

Received from Viv Thomson, Steve Townsend, Dean Harris, Ursula James and Councillor Willis. 







	2.
	Notes of the previous meeting – 24th July 2007 
RESOLVED:  Noted and agreed that the Minutes be accepted and signed as a true record. 


	3.
	Budget 




The indicative income and expenditure forecast was distributed at the meeting (10.8.07). See attached appendix A. 

There was an approximate £9,000 left within the budget after agreed allocations had been taken into account.

Councillor Kellaway-Marriott arrived at 1.08 p.m. 

Members of the Committee were asked for suggestions on how to spend the surplus. One idea of his was a possible ‘Sundial’ at Big Lamp Corner. Ms Tucker passed round photographs to pass round to members under item 11 Silica. 



	4.
	To decide on future hanging baskets


The Chairman conducted that he felt the watering of floral displays had not been carried out properly although Connaught had continued to reassure the Town Council that this had not been the case. There had been a few complaints and many baskets had died. He believed that Connaught had originally under quoted and thought that they were now unfortunately cutting corners. 

This was discussed at length. 

Mr Knowles informed everyone that he and the Leisure and Community Officer had spent time in Taunton with its Britain in Bloom Co-ordinator which had been very informative. Photographs of Taunton’s floral features were passed round. 

The Leisure and Community Officer suggested that a letter of apology be written to Woodspring Nurseries after she had heard that they had been very upset about their own hanging baskets that had been purchased by the Working Party had been windswept on the seafront. They had offered to look after them for free of change until the basket trees had been moved to another location. Unfortunately, the hanging baskets had died within a week of erection at Ebdon Road.  It was thought that they had not been watered properly during the hot weather that week. 

RESOLVED: 

i)                    Every wired basket to be replaced with a self watering basket 

ii)                   The Leisure and Community Officer would write a letter of apology to Woodspring Nurseries. 

iii)                 Costings for hanging baskets be obtained from Taunton Dean Borough Council. 



	5.
	South West in Bloom 


 

5.1                    Correspondence received from North Somerset Council

RESOLVED: 

i)                    Mr John Carson (Senior Streets and Open Spaces inspector) be invited to attend Flower Power meetings in advance of judging day to ensure contractors work plan covers the entire identified route for litter and weeds. 

ii)                  Mr Steve Passey (Grounds maintenance contact officer) be invited to a few Flower Power Meetings so he can impart the contractual duties of Wyevale so there is no overlap from Flower Power. 

5.2                    To discuss the proposed judging route for 2008 

RESOLVED: This was deferred to the next meeting after comments had been received back from the judges for the South West in Bloom competition. 

5.3                    To note the date of the Britain in Bloom Awards Ceremony

It was noted that some members were attending the event on 20th September 2007.   



	6.
	To discuss the future of the floral seat

The Chairman informed everyone that he had now placed a planted trough in front of the seat. 

Councillor Mrs Howell did not think the seat represented its original photograph in the brochure and was not as attractive as previously thought. She had seen people sat on the seat but wondered if it could go somewhere else and another seat made of iron could be installed in its replacement. 

This was discussed at some length. 

Councillor Kellaway-Marriott requested that Ms Tucker look into the Town Centre Partnership supporting Whitecross Road on hanging baskets which she agreed to do. 



	7.
	Assistance for South West in Bloom 2008  





The Chairman updated everyone in regards to the Amenities Committee meeting which took place on 3rd September 2007. The staffing issue would be discussed at a future Personnel meeting. 

RECOMMENDED: It was agreed that the Britain in Bloom Co-ordinators job details e.g. hours worked per week etc at Taunton Dean Borough Council be researched. 



	8.
	Land at Marconi Close 



 

Esporta Health Club had confirmed that the club did not own the land in question so it could not give permission for a shrub to be planted. However, their ground staff was more than happy to keep the grass cut on a monthly basis. 

Mr Knowles informed members that the grass had been cut. Mr Brown believed that no one owned the land. 



	9.
	Silica (Floral displays)





Ms Tucker had spoken with the street lighting department regarding improvements to posts but was still awaiting further information. 

Councillor Kellaway-Marriott suggested that there be a possible railway clock feature. 

Councillor Mrs Howell and Councillor Kellaway-Marriott exited at 2.08 p.m. 



	10.
	Madeira Cove update

Before, during and after photographs were circulated of the project which had now been completed. The project had also featured within the local press. 



	11.
	Milton Brow Sign Update 

Mr Brown informed everyone that the sign had now been erected; and was pleased with the results. 

Mr Knowles read out a recent letter from Mr Brown requesting for a new tree to be installed to replace the previous one which had died near Locking Road Coach Station. Costings had been researched and Otter Nurseries (nr Honiton) had a pot grown quercus ilex (evergreen oak) costing £60. 

RESOLVED: The Working Party agreed for the tree to be bought and installed on condition that Mr Brown liaised with Mr Flannigan (North Somerset Council). 



	12.
	Jill’s Garden leaflets

The Leisure and Community Officer explained that Viv Thompson had requested for the item to be put on the agenda. 



RESOLVED: In Ms Thompson’s absence, this would be deferred to the next meeting. 


The Chairman read out a letter from a resident who thought that Jill’s Garden was not looking very attractive. 



	13.
	Whitecross Road (floral displays)


This was discussed under item 6.

	14.
	Boats (replanting)  

The Chairman informed members that he and Mr Filer would be arranging a date for the re-planting of the boats early October 2007

	
	There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting.

Signed……………………………..       Dated……………………..




