NOTES OF THE


 FLOWER POWER WORKING PARTY 


HELD ON 16th OCTOBER 2007


AT GROVE HOUSE


Meeting Commenced:  1.00 p.m. 

Meeting Concluded: 2.30 p.m. 

Present: Richard Knowles (Chairman), Chris Webber, Pauline Pearce, Councillors Mrs Howell, Kellaway-Marriott, Mrs Willis (Weston-super-Mare Town Council), Jenny Gosden, Roger Brown, Cynthia Filer, Bert Filer (Weston Horticultural Society), Beverley Tucker & Steve Townsend (Town Centre Partnership) and Joan Thompson (North Worle LAT). 

In attendance: Marina Dunstone (Leisure and Community Officer - Weston-super-Mare Town Council), Paul McErlean, Sean Cregan and Nathan Bennett. 

Prior to the meeting, the Chairman welcomed Sean Cregan (Britain in Bloom Co-ordinator) from Taunton Dean Borough Council. 

Mr Filer informed everyone that Tony Moore (North Somerset Council) had provided him with 250 tulip bulbs to be planted up for the train. The bulbs had been donated by the Parkinson’s Disease Foundation. Mr Filer would arrange for press coverage and it was suggested that a small plaque be erected.   

	1.
	Election of Chairman

There were no other volunteers for this position. 

RESOLVED: It was agreed that Mr Knowles continue as Chairperson. The vote was unanimous.  


	2.
	Election of Vice-Chairman 
There were no other volunteers for this position. 
RESOLVED: It was agreed that Mr Filer continue as Vice-Chairman. The vote was unanimous.  


	3.
	 Apologies for absence 

Received from Viv Thomson, Dean Harris, Steven Harrison and Ursula James.  

Councillor Mrs Willis informed the Committee that she had to leave at 1.30 p.m. but hoped to speak under item 5 before she left. 



	4.
	Notes of the previous meeting – 11th September 2007 

The Leisure and Community Officer apologised to everyone that she had been spelling Viv Thomson’s surname incorrectly in the past and would be spelling it correctly in future. 

The Town Centre Manager, Bev Tucker and Jenny Gosden stated that they were happy to receive Minutes of meeting via email to save money on postal costs. 

RESOLVED: The Minutes were agreed and noted. 



	5.
	Budget 

The indicative income and expenditure forecast was distributed at the meeting. 

The Leisure and Community Officer explained that there had been £240.00 spent since the previous meeting. This was for the take down and storage of all hanging baskets, planters etc and for two new winter hanging baskets to be planted and erected at the war memorial in Worle High Street. 

The Town Centre Manager explained that when both he and the Leisure and Community Officer had checked the finances with Weston Town Council’s that the Flower Power Working Party had originally incurred deficit of approx £2,000 from the previous year for 2005/06. 

Councillor Mrs Willis congratulated the Flower Power Working Party for keeping within their budget allocation. 

It was agreed to defer this item to number 21 of the agenda. 

Councillor Kellaway-Marriott arrived at 1.10 p.m. 



	6.
	Complaint Received from David Evans 

Information regarding the complaint was previously sent out with agendas. 

Councillor Kellaway-Marriott arrived at 1.08 p.m. 

Councillor Mrs Willis stated that she did not mind accepting constructive criticism or a complaint but that the tone of the letter was inappropriate. 

The Chairman read out a letter of reply that he had compiled himself and invited comments from members as to whether they thought anything should be added or erased. 

Councillor Mrs Willis emphasised that those who maintained floral features were volunteers who worked on projects within their own time and suggested that this be included within the letter of reply. Councillor Kellaway-Marriot endorsed this. 

Members were upset and disappointed to receive such a complaint from a previous Chair person of the Flower Power Working Party. 

Councillor Mrs Howell arrived at 1.16 p.m. 

The complaint was discussed at some length. 

RESOLVED: That within the letter of reply that the following be added: 

i)                     Work is carried out by volunteers 

ii)                   Successes are emphasised 



	7.
	South West in Bloom 
7.1
To note South West in Bloom results 

It was noted that Weston-super-Mare had received a Silver Gilt award in this years South West in Bloom Awards Competition. Both the Larch Centre on Baytree Road and St Martins School won certificates for improvement and Castle Batch School and Worle Community Centre also received certificates of Merit. Local press has also featured the successes of the Working Party. 

The Chairman congratulated Mr Cregan for his town (Taunton) winning Gold and taking the Tesco Cup over Bath. 

Councillor Mrs Willis stated that Milton Primary School would like to come on board the following year. It was suggested to get all schools in W-s-M involved for 2008. 

7.2                          Comments from judges


Comments written by judges within the Working Party’s portfolio had been collected at St Ives. Copies of the information were distributed for members at the meeting. 

The Leisure and Community Officer was still awaiting the judges’ official comments from the day. 

7.3             Signage 

    It had been suggested that there be signage to inform visitors, residents and sponsors 

    that Weston-super-Mare was a South West in Bloom winner. 

Since Weston-super-Mare Town Council owned several Welcome to Weston signs it was agreed that this would be a good location to display the signs. 

RESOLVED: Bev Tucker to look into costs and measurements for the signage to be displayed. 



	8.
	‘Donkey’






8.1        Update 


   Mr Bennett reported the progress of the modern structural iron donkey.  The body, legs 

   and the tail was now complete. 

   Mr Bennett explained that he was running three/four weeks behind due to family  

   commitments but estimated that it would be ready for January 2008.

8.2       Sponsorship from Mr Major







The Leisure and Community Officer had spoken to Mr Major who had informed her that due to the bad weather during the summer season, he was unable to offer any sponsorship. 


It was suggested that the structural donkey be named ‘David’.

Mrs Thompson suggested that Jeff Brown garages be contacted to ask whether they would like to offer sponsorship. 

RESOLVED: The Leisure and Community Officer would enquire whether Jeff Brown’s BP Garage in Worle would like to offer sponsorship. 



	9.
	Hanging Baskets 

Costings had previously been sent out with agendas. 

The Chairman informed members that two winter hanging baskets had now been erected at the War Memorial. 

Ms Pearce and Mr Webber informed the Working Party that the colour scheme for 2008 was purple and red. 

Mr Filer thanked North Somerset Parks Department for their effort throughout the year. 

RESOLVED: 

i)                     That the Flower Power Working Party agree to the purple and red colour scheme for 2008 

ii)
     Self watering hanging baskets be purchased and planted up by Taunton Dean Borough Council 



	10.
	Assistance for South West in Bloom 2008  

Previous information was sent out with agendas.  

Mr Cregan offered as much assistance as he could be to the Leisure and Community Officer.

RESOLVED: It was agreed to defer this to the end of the meeting to discuss under ‘budget’. 



	11
	To discuss the future of the floral seat 


RESOLVED: The seat would be left at the location it was as at for the time being. 





	12.
	Children’s competition


The Leisure and Community Officer explained to members that the Working Party needed to try and include older children as well as the younger ones to obtain more points within the judging criteria for Britain in Bloom 2008. She suggested a possible best floral photograph competition targeted at college students and ‘the tallest sunflower’ competition for the younger ones. 

RESOLVED: This would be deferred to the next meeting for members to bring back their own ideas. 





	13.
	Whitecross Road (floral displays) 

Ms Tucker explained that there was insufficient funding in the Town Centre Partnership for Whitecross Road. 

The Town Centre Manager informed the Working Party that both he and the Leisure and Community Officer had received rude phone calls from a Mrs Scott. 


RESOLVED: Since Whitecross Road was not on the Judging route, it was not a priority for the Working Party. Therefore, no immediate action would be taken and it was thought that Mrs Scott had an issue with North Somerset Council and required investment for the Whitecross  Road shopping area

	14.
	Boats (replanting) 

Two boats had already been planted for the winter and the two others, the train and Preanes Green corner would be planted up the following day. 


	15.
	Tree at Locking Road Coach station



Mr Brown updated members to say that the tree had now been planted.



	16.
	Silica (Floral displays)





Ms Tucker passed round photographs of a proposed planter to be located near Silica. 

Mr Cregan informed members that he thought the cost was £900 + VAT.

RESOLVED: The Working Party was in agreement that they liked the planter and would be deferred to the next meeting after the Town Centre Partnership had met with those at CCTV. 



	17.
	Madeira Cove 




The Town Centre Manager informed members that there had been vandalism and that CCTV was required. Chris Harrison was trying to raise money for another CCTV camera. 

The Leisure and Community Officer informed the Town Centre Manager that she had attended a meeting with the Police that morning; one officer had been unsure why CCTV was required at the location because there had not been many reports of vandalism. 

The Chairman read an email which had been received from Mr Harrison requesting £10 reimbursement for a tin of paint which he had paid to paint the railings with.

RESOLVED: £10 be reimbursed to Mr Harrison and that he be advised in future to request items be put on the Flower Power agendas and to be agreed first instead of after an action has taken place. 



	18.
	Meeting at Cadbury Garden Centre 


The Town Centre Manager informed members that he had met the Manager of Cadbury Garden Centre at St Ives who had expressed an interest in helping the Flower Power Working Party with community projects. 

RESOLVED: The Town Centre Manager would remind The Manager and try to arrange a meeting. 




	19.
	Ideas for future projects for 2008 


This would be deferred until the following meeting

	20.
	Thank you letter (see attached) 






A letter of thanks was sent out with agendas. 

The Chairman and the Flower Power Working Party congratulated Mr Brown on all his efforts and it was noted that the new Milton Brow sign had received good comments and that Mr Brown deserved to be thanked


	21.
	Budget 

The Leisure and Community Officer explained that the Flower Power Working Party would need to come up with a figure which they would like to be allocated for their budget for the financial year 2008/2009. 

RESOLVED: The Working Party agreed to request £25,000 + assistance for the Leisure and Community Officer for 2008/2009.

	
	There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting.

Signed……………………………..       Dated……………………..




