NOTES OF THE

WESTON-SUPER-MAREINBLOOM WORKING PARTY 


HELD ON 18th MARCH 2008


AT GROVE HOUSE


Meeting Commenced:  1.00 p.m. 



Meeting Concluded: 2.40 p.m. 

Present: Richard Knowles (Chairman), Councillors Mrs Howell, Mrs Willis (Weston-super-Mare Town Council), Jenny Gosden, Roger Brown, Cynthia Filer, Bert Filer (Weston Horticultural Society), Bev Tucker (Town Centre Partnership), Chris Webber and Pauline Pearce (North Somerset Council), Kareen Williams (Worlebury Residents Association). 

In attendance: Marina Dunstone (Leisure and Community Officer - Weston-super-Mare Town Council), Jean Willis and Sally Myer from Uphill Village.  

	1.
	Apologies for Absence

Received from Steve Townsend, Joan Thompson, Councillors Mrs Howell, Kellaway-Marriott and Nathan Bennett. 



	2.
	Notes of the previous meeting – 19th February 2008 

Subject to Minute no 5 ‘currier’ being changed to courier bag the minutes were noted. 



	3.
	Budget

A budget was distributed with the agenda. 

The Leisure and Community Officer explained that £3,000 of committed expenditure had been agreed.

RESOLVED: It was agreed that the Working Party would discuss Whitecross road and Madeira cove in the budget further at the next meeting in April 2008. 



	4.
	Uphill Village Society  

There had been a request for £500 from the Uphill Village Society to plant up boats and planters. The Chairman understood that this was at the suggestion of the Town Council. 

The Chairman read a passage from the Town Mayor’s leaflet from the Charity Ball. It stated that Flower Power was to beautify not just the town centre but all other parts of Weston as well. The Chairman’s interpretation of this was that the Town Council would welcome the Flower Power Working Party to look at areas outside the South West in Bloom judging route.  Councillor Mrs Willis congratulated Mr Knowles on being awarded the Borough Shield by the Town Mayor at the Charity Ball. 
The Working Party queried who was maintaining the pebble planters that had been given to them by the Working Party. This was discussed at some length. 

Pauline Pearce informed the Working Party that NSC had not billed the Uphill Village Society yet for their watering the previous year. 

RESOLVED: 

i)                    The Town Council would write to the Uphill Village Society to inform them that the Working Party gave two pebble planters to the Society with the knowledge that the planters would be maintained by the Society. 

                  ii)                  £250 be granted for supplying summer bedding plants for twice a year for the boats in Uphill Village. This would be brought back to a future meeting when figures paid for plants the previous year was obtained. The Working Party would assist where possible with the purchase of the plants

	5.
	Donkey Structure

Mr Knowles informed everyone that the structure was now finished. However, it was currently being galvanised and would then be painted. 

RESOLVED: 

i)                    A site meeting would be arranged between Pauline Pearce, Nathan Bennett, Richard Knowles and Pete Butcher (NSC) to agree on the positioning of the concreted area for the donkey at Dawson’s Island.

ii)                  The Leisure and Community Officer would write a risk assessment prior to the donkey being erected. 

Kareen Williams arrived at 2.30 p.m. 



	6.
	South West in Bloom 

i)                    To note the Notes of the South West in Bloom Meeting 18.2.08 

RESOLVED: 

i)                    It was agreed that North Somerset Council would prune the roses in the Rose Garden and cut them back. 

ii)                  The Working Party could improve the area with bedding plants around the roses. 

Noted. 

ii)                   To note the change of name for Flower Power to Weston-super-Mare in Bloom 

RESOLVED: It was agreed that the Flower Power Working Party would change its name to Weston-super-Mare in Bloom.

iii)                 To agree new design and logo for Weston-super-Mare in Bloom 

The Leisure and Community Officer explained that she was still awaiting a reply to an email she had sent to Judy Kisiel asking whether it was possible for the text to be altered from the previous Flower Power Working Party logo that the Mercury had designed. 

RESOLVED: 

i)                    It was agreed that the Chairman send an urgent reminder as soon as possible to Judy Kisiel and explaining that a delay on the logo could cause a delay in the signs being produced in time for the judging for South West in Bloom. 

ii)                  This would be deferred to the South West in Bloom Meeting scheduled for 27th March 2008. 

iv)
To note the South West in Bloom Meeting date scheduled for Thursday   27th March 2008.

Noted. 



	7.
	Jill’s Garden

Chris Webber informed the Working Party that the Manager of the new Homebase opening in Weston-s-Mare wanted to do a community project soon to refurbish the area by supplying all materials and labour in. Both Chris and Pauline were in favour of the project agreed but that North Somerset Council had decided not to agree to it happening because consultation had not taken place. 

Mr Filer stated that he had met with Mr Burks of Sanders Garden World who had agreed to supply all plants free of charge. 

Councillor Mrs Willis informed the Working Party that she had recently attended a meeting with CHAT and that there would be volunteers supplied to paint the benches and wood work in Jill’s Garden. Proper Job had also indicated that they would donate free paint to be used. 

RESOLVED:  Mr Webber and Mrs Pearce would contact Mr Burks of Sanders Garden World to arrange for new plants to be planted in Jill’s Garden. Mrs Gosden requested that Forget-me-nots be included. 

Another quote had been received for re-printing 2000 Jill’s Garden leaflets.   With amendments and being rewritten the cost would be £250. 



	8.
	To note costs received from Taunton Deane Borough Council    

A quote had been received for £9,409 to include the following: 1 basket tree, re-planting all wire baskets with self watering baskets, additional self watering baskets, planting, installing and storage of all Town Council’s baskets and X 2, 3 X tier planters.  

RESOLVED: All were in agreement that the Working Party should proceed. 



	9.
	Seat Restoration 

Mr Brown had refurbished the seat costing £39.71. Mr Brown handed a receipt to the Leisure and Community Officer. 

RESOLVED: It was agreed that the Working Party would reimburse Mr Brown for the amount spent on refurbishing the seat. 



	10.
	Wicker Baskets at Paddock Park 
Mrs Filer explained that the judges the previous year had requested features for the entrance into Weston-super-Mare. 
Mr and Mrs Filer had met with the owners of the grass area outside Paddock Park who would welcome wicker floral baskets on their land. The makers of the baskets (Stokes and Greggor) were also happy to make the wicker baskets for the Working Party. A basket   was 5ft in diameter, 3 ft high and cost £250 each. Delivery was 4/5 weeks. 
It was suggested that there be a free draining insert and that it could be watered regularly. 

RESOLVED:

i)
It was agreed that a site meeting take place between 

 the Chairman, the Leisure and Community Officer, Peter 

 Butcher from Highways (NSC). 

iii)                The Working Party purchase two wicker baskets. 

iv)               The Working Party look into creating a gravel surround. 

10.1  Wicker Fish Structures (Roundabouts) 

Mrs Filer informed everyone that she had an idea to include wicker fish on roundabouts with lavender surround. She had quotes for a modern fish structure to cost £100 and a filled fish structure to cost £150. the structures were 3-4 ft long. 

The Working Party was in favour or Mrs Filer’s idea and it was suggested to make extend the front area of the boat at Ebdon road. Ms Pearce reminded the Working Party that nothing could be installed near the edge of the roundabouts due to utility cables. 

RESOLVED: It was agreed that the Working Party pursue Mrs Filer’s idea looking to erect filled fishes on the land at Paddock Park with the wicker baskets and also X 3 filled sculpture fishes on the Drake roundabout

	11.
	Watering Update 

The Leisure and Community Officer had received a second quote for watering twice a week and once a week feeding costing £4833.00. Mr Southey was happy to carry out extra watering if required. 

Mr Butcher would be informed of what was being watered. 



	12.
	Request from PC David Holtby 

The Leisure and Community Officer had emailed Mr Holtby some time ago but had not received a reply. 

RESOLVED: the Leisure and Community Officer would chase PC Holtby.



	13.
	Large Basket Tree at Silica 

Bev Tucker explained that licenses had been granted for trading at the same area. 

Other suggested locations were on the grass in the Italian Gardens or on the pavement in the same area where the Town Council’s Christmas tree was erected. 

RESOLVED: 

i)                          It was agreed that Chris Webber at North Somerset Council be


         contacted to find out whether either location were feasible and to 

               obtain weights, sizes/dimensions and who would carry out risk 

               assessments. 

ii)                        Members of the Flower Power Working Party would think of


         other ideas for locations if the large basket tree cannot be 

               erected at either of the above locations. 



	14.
	Signage at Hospital

RESOLVED: A site meeting had been arranged between Mr Knowles and Councillor Mrs Willis on 4th April 2008

	15.
	Worle School 

The Chairman informed everyone that the Town Council had received a telephone call from a Teacher there who taught Horticulture to 2 X 15 students, 3 hours a week. 

There were two projects they were looking to carry out, a garden area or to brighten up the shopping area near the Night Jar pub. Pupils would maintain planters but it was noted that pupils could not maintain them during school holidays. 

RESOLVED: 

i)                    It was agreed to purchase a few planters costing £5.00 each and that the pupils could locate them in the shopping area. 

ii)                   A letter would be written to Town Councillors to inform them that Weston-super-Mare in Bloom would be working with the school and that we could come back to them re a litter pick up prior to the judging date. 

Any free compost obtained from Veridor would be delivered to Mr Knowles house and to schools. 

Mr and Mrs Filer informed everyone that they were looking into projects outside Somerfield in Worle. The Manager of the store was happy. Photographs of possible planters for Whitecross Road were passed around. 

It was agreed that the photos of planters be shown to Mrs Elizabeth Scott of Whitecross newsagents. 

Mrs Filer suggested that Mr Walker be contacted to ask whether he would be happy to support us/advise us if he as taken on the South West in Bloom route. Mr Walker also provides free talks to groups. It was agreed that a meeting be arranged between Mr Walker, the Chairman and the Leisure and Community Officer.



	
	There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting.

Signed……………………………..       Dated……………………..




