NOTES OF THE

WESTON-SUPER-MARE IN BLOOM

WORKING PARTY

HELD ON 21ST OCTOBER 2008

AT GROVE HOUSE

Meeting Commenced:  1.00 p.m. 



  
        Meeting Concluded: 2.30 p.m. 

Present: Richard Knowles (Chairman), Cynthia Filer & Bert Filer (Weston Horticultural Society), Bev Tucker (Town Centre Partnership), Pauline Pearce (North Somerset Council Parks Dept), Chris Webber, Roger Brown, Jenny Gosden. Ursula James.
In attendance: Rafika A (Leisure and Community Officer), Zoe Clements (Development Officer) 

	1.
	Apologies for Absence 
Received from Councillors Mrs Howell, Mrs Willis, Ursula James, Steve Townsend, Joan Thompson, Coreen Williams.




	2.
	Notes from previous meeting 24th September 2008

 Resolved: That the minutes of the meeting have been agreed and signed by the chairman



	3.
	Welcome Taunton and Deane

Before welcoming Taunton Deane, Rafika A was introduced as the new Community and Leisure Officer.

Richard Knowles took the lead in the discussion with Taunton Deane, referring to the letter sent by the Marina Dunstone of the Town Council regarding our displeasure in the poor quality of the planter supplied for this year’s Weston-super-Mare in Bloom. Richard Knowles asked for a future guarantee on the provision of better well established baskets for all street lamps, basket trees and any other baskets provided to Weston-super-Mare in Bloom. Planters need to be supplied on time as this year they were at least 5 weeks late.

Basket lamps need to be fitted correctly as two fell down during the course of the first week. One tree on the large basket tree was of a different colour to the rest of the baskets.

Taunton Deane’s response was to inform us that part of the problem they had in supply was a bad year for plants at one of their nurseries, the change over from two smaller nurseries to one large nursery, the baskets were delivered late and these problems had a knock on effect causing the long delay suffered by Weston-super-Mare in Bloom.

Taunton Deane admitted that they did not supply us with the service we should have received and expected.

It was suggested by Zoe Clements (Community Development Officer) that it may be worth trying to find other suppliers, however this was decided against and the committee voted in favour of staying with Taunton and Deane. It was also suggested that the colours should remain the same next year, but theme & colours of the flowers are to be decided, Chris Webber to confirm. 



	4.
	Budget

An issue was raised informing the committee that invoices still haven’t been paid. Invoices from Taunton Deane were still outstanding. 

Richard Knowles mentioned the amount budgeted to Keith Sutherly may end up being more than originally thought. The initial amount £6,000 would likely to be £6,500, this was agreed by the committee as Keith had carried out more watering duties and by feeding improved the quality of the flowers .

Also it was agreed that £48.61 to be paid to the Horticultural Society & other receipts for petrol (£7.98) & maintenance products for the boat rotting totalled £21.99 these were also agreed.

It was questioned how much is to be paid towards petrol allowance; Rafika said she would look into this & let all concerned know at the next meeting.

.



	5.
	Donkey Update

£200 sponsorship has been given by Homebase for the Donkey & also £200 for the St Marks Boat, but Homebase declined sponsorship for the 2 large baskets. 

A date is still to be arranged for the presentation of the Argos Voucher to the winner by the Town Mayor. 

The Mercury Newspaper has been in touch with Luke, the winner, and the Weston and Worle is to follow suit.



	6.
	Jill’s Garden Leaflets

The leaflets at this time had not been found, the Development Officer had not found the time to search for them, but will endeavour to do so.



	7.
	Hanging baskets/planters & large Baskets, trees, Baskets at Hospital

The Development Officer had not contacted Screwfix in regards to the sponsorship of the Baskets outside Weston Hospital, but will endeavour to do so before the next meeting.



	8.
	Ideas & future Projects

Metal Fish – Project for 2009 on the seafront. To gain prices on production of metal fish from Nathan Bennett (three or groups of three).

To involve the community more in Weston-super-Mare in Bloom by contacting the communities who live along the route and ask for their help, assistance in preparing for judging day.

For the Community and Leisure Officer to arrange an event to a week or so prior to the judging day to heighten awareness of Weston-super-Mare in Bloom.


	9.
	Wicker Fish

It was agreed that the Wicker Fish should find a permanent home at Castle Batch School, next to their pond. Everyone agreed



	10
	Any other Business

Other business discussed included the offer of two large palm trees and where to plant them, locations included by the Donkey, but the view of traffic can’t be jeopardised. Paddock Park on in the baskets on Biddiford Road.

Rose Garden- bulbs to be planted

It has been suggested that a member of the Weston-super-Mare in Bloom committee to take over the meeting notes and agendas.

As there was not a full committee available at this meeting, this request was postponed to the next meeting

	
	There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting.

Signed……………………………..       Dated……………………..




