23.09.08
NOTES OF THE 
WESTON-SUPER-MARE IN BLOOM
WORKING PARTY 
HELD ON THE 23RD SEPTEMBER 2008
AT GROVE HOUSE

Meeting Commenced: 2.00 p.m. 			Meeting Concluded: 3.45 p.m.

Present: Councillor Mrs. Priestman and Councillor Cleland, Richard Knowles (Chairman), Roger Brown (North Worle LAT), Cynthia Filer & Bert Filer (Weston Horticultural Society), Bev Tucker & Steve Townsend (Town Centre Partnership), Jenny Gosden, Joan Thompson, Chris Webber (North Somerset Council, Parks Dept) and Karin Williams.

In attendance: Zoe Clements (Development Officer), Samantha Middlemiss (Committee Clerk) and Hanna Kahle (Student).

	1.
	Apologies for Absence
Received from Councillors Mrs Howell, Mrs Willis, Ursula James and Pauline Pearce.


	2.
	Notes of the previous meeting – 1st July 2008

RESOLVED: That the minutes be agreed and signed by the Chairman.


	3.
	Budget 
The budget information was not attached with the agenda. The Development Officer informed the Committee that up to date they had spent £11,500 of their budget and had approximately £7,000 left. The Committee was informed that any outstanding invoices needed to be submitted as soon as possible to tie up the budget. 

Discussion ensued on how the budget would be spent for the remainder of the financial year.

Steve Townsend informed the Committee that Marks & Spencer had sponsored a bench trail to run from Locking Road car park to Big Lamp corner for £9,000, and any unutilized funds the committee could spare towards the end of the financial year for this project would be appreciated. The Chairman asked for this to be brought up for discussion under agenda item 11.

The Chairman asked the Committee to approve expenditure for some purchases he had to buy for the Britain In Bloom judging day totaling £48.93.

RESOLVED: That the Committee approved the expenditure of £48.93.

The Chairman asked for clarification with regard to the watering contract, and if the price had increased due to the installation of new projects. 

RESOLVED: That the Development Officer would investigate, and report back to the Committee at the next meeting.


	4.
	To choose the Name for the Donkey
The Development Officer provided the Committee with a list of the suggested names from the public, The Chairman read aloud to the Committee the list of 39 names. 

RESOLVED: After discussion the Committee decided that the name of the Donkey would be ‘Sparky’, chosen by a small boy for the reason that Sparky was the name of an ex  RAF Locking Donkey that used to march through Weston-super-Mare. 

The Chairman informed the Committee that he had approached the Manager of Homebase, and he had provisionally agreed to contribute £200 towards the maintenance of the Donkey and the Boat on the roundabout near Homebase.

The Town Centre Manager informed the Committee that a company called Screwfix would be interested in sponsoring some of the Weston In Bloom projects, and handed their details to the Development Officer.

The Chairman had researched into the prices for a plaque for the Donkey to read: the Donkeys name, boy’s name, the year in which it was installed and the reason why he was named ‘Sparky’, this cost was estimated at £249 + VAT.


	5.
	Old Planters at Knightstone
The Chairman invited Roger Brown to update the Committee. These were now planted with wind resistant plants.


	7.
7.1
	Jill’s Garden Leaflets 	
Jill’s Garden Information Board
The Chairman updated the Committee. There was mention of a new board being created by North Somerset Council.

Chris Webber would research into this and report back to the Committee at the next meeting.


	8.
	Hanging Baskets/Planters & large Basket Tree.
Taunton Deane Borough Council will take it down and store it over the winter.

The baskets need to be put up before May next year, the Committee needs to put in writing the dates they require. 


RESOLVED: That the Committee invite Tony Moore (North Somerset Council), Britain In Bloom Judge to one of the next meetings.

It was mentioned that Taunton Deane Borough Council wished to attend a meeting to talk to the Committee.

RESOLVED: That this be arranged by the Development officer.



	9.
	Baskets at Hospital
	
RESOLVED: That, in the absence of Councillor Mrs. Willis who was to report on this agenda item, it be deferred to the next meeting.


	10.
	Review of Judging Day 
	
· Judges arrived ½ hour late, therefore we were  ¾ of an hour late to start the schedule and an hour late for lunch, by then the guests had already gone.

· Steve Townsend suggested the Committee write a letter when the results were officially received to South West In Bloom expressing Weston In Bloom’s disappointment with the results.

· The Chairman read aloud a press release he had put together and sent to press.

· Next year involve the schools more to prevent littering.

· Brambles/Ragwort need to be cleared near the railway bridges.

· Roundabout near the tip, sponsored by Mitsubishi very overgrown.

Meeting suspended at 3.10 p.m. for photo shoot.

Meeting reconvened at 3.15 p.m. 


	11.
	Ideas/Future Projects for 2009
	Utility checks
	Permission had been received for projects to be carried out at Bideford Road and Dartmouth Close, utility checks have now been carried out and passed but would only be valid for three months now. Discussions ensued on what kind of planting could be done at Bideford Road.

Preanes Green Flower bed needs to be raised.

RESOLVED: That Chris Webber would meet on site with the Chairman.

Steve Townsend gave more detail about the Bench trial he mentioned earlier in the meeting.

RESOLVED: That the Committee would consider granting some money towards this project at the end of the financial year, £2, 000.00 to be put aside.

Bev Tucker informed the Committee that she had been working on the Weston In Bloom signs, and submitted the designs to the Committee for their approval. The locations for the three signs would be Uphill cutting, Helicopter Museum and Junction 21. It was noted that North Somerset Council would fund the cost of the signs and the erection.

RESOLVED: That the Committee approved the design and agreed for the work to be carried out.

It was reported that the grass cutting at Locking Road car park was not being carried out, and It was looking very untidy.

RESOLVED: Julia Stuckey at North Somerset Council needed to be contacted.

Discussion ensued with regard to the Rows Garden in Worle High Street.

RESOLVED:  That this would be included as item on the next meeting agenda.


	
	
There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting.


Signed…………………………………………….  Dated…………………..

	Chairman 
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