FLOWER POWER WORKING PARTY

HELD ON 24th July 2007

AT GROVE HOUSE

Meeting Commenced:  2.00 p.m. 

Meeting Concluded: 3.20   p.m. 

Present: Richard Knowles (Chairman), Councillors Mrs Howell, Kellaway-Marriott and Mrs Willis (Weston-super-Mare Town Council), Mrs Jenny Gosden, Roger Brown, Cynthia Filer, Bert Filer (Weston Horticultural Society), Steve Townsend and Beverley Tucker (Town Centre Partnership), Joan Thompson (North Worle LAT)

In attendance: Marina Dunstone (Leisure and Community Officer - Weston-super-Mare Town Council). 

Prior to the commencement of the meeting, Mr Keith Amesbury and his colleague Chris Hazard from Wyevale addressed the meeting. They provided many helpful suggestions to the Working Party for the South West in Bloom competition in 2008. 

	1.
	Apologies for Absence 



Received from Ursula James, Viv Thompson, Chris Webber and Pauline Pearce.



	2.
	Notes of the previous meeting – 26th June 2006 


Cynthia explained that under item 9 ‘Floral Arrangement Society’, that it be re-phrased to read that “Mr Filer believed it would be good to incorporate some flowers on the judging route”. 



	3.
	Budget – to be distributed at meeting & noted 
The indicative income and expenditure forecast for 2007/2008 was distributed at the meeting. See attached appendix A. 

The Town Centre Manager advised that he, the Leisure and Community Officer and Weston Town Council’s Finance Officer would be meeting to check the budget figures were correct.

It was hoped that any funds left over could be carried forward to April 2008 or spent on a project before April 2008. 

                    


	4.
	Review of South West in Bloom Judging


Mr Knowles explained that the judging had gone very well and that the judges had mentioned that they enjoyed speaking to various people at locations during the judging route.

Councillor Mrs Willis thought that the champagne reception had gone well on the day. 

Councillor Mrs Howell congratulated and thanked volunteers for all their hard work and effort. 

4.1                     Endeavour
Mr Filer explained that there had been long tyre marks on the roundabout prior to the judging. Therefore, volunteers had planted many of their own flowers in time for the judging the following day. Whilst out on the judging route with judges, it had been noticed that all the flowers had been taken out. 

The Leisure and Community Officer suggested and it was agreed that volunteers be reimbursed for their own flowers which had disappeared.  Keith Amesbury offered to provide replacements. 

4.2                     Litter

The Leisure and Community Officer explained that even though she and Beverley Tucker had requested North Somerset Council to make sure that there was no litter or rubbish to be collected on the judging route on 16th July 2007, despite several weeks notice and other reminders, it had not materialised. 

4.3                     Weeds

Mr Knowles explained that he had seen on judges’ paperwork that they thought parts of the judging route were weedy. 

Mr Knowles informed members that he had inadvertently omitted to thank the Town Council during his speech. The Town Council had officially been thanked in writing for the £25,000 granted. Letters were sent to Councillor Morris and Councillor Heard (Chairman of the Amenities Committee). 



	5.
	To note Flower Power’s aims 

The Leisure & Community Officer explained the various reasons for the creation of the Flower Power Working Party. 

Mr Knowles suggested and it was agreed that the Flower Power Working Party would aim to focus on improving 75% of the judging route and 25% on other areas for South West in Bloom. 

Mr Filer requested that Mr Porter be invited to speak to the Flower Power Working Party. 

Councillor Kellaway-Marriott suggested that North Somerset Council were contacted to ascertain information on their contract with Wyevale. 

RESOLVED: 

ii)                   The judging route be put on the next agenda

                   iii)                  The Leisure and Community Officer would forward judging criteria for South             West in Bloom 2007 to all members

	6.
	To implement a separate account & cheque book (April 2008)
The Leisure and Community Officer explained that there had been a few emergencies which had resulted in staff having to purchase more hanging baskets quickly and without enough funds available.  

RESOLVED: It was agreed and recommended to the Policy and Resources Committee that £500 from the Flower Power Working Party budget be transferred to a separate account from April 2008 (for emergencies only) for which the Leisure and Community Officer and the Chairman of Flower Power Working Party would be signatories. 



	7.
	Are Flower Power Members happy with floral seat? 

Members were not happy with the seat due to various reasons.

RESOLVED: To defer to the next meeting a discussion what should be done about it. 
                     


	8.
	Contributions for Flower Power from NSC for April 2008?    


Mr Knowles advised that it had been recommended to him that the Flower Power Working Party should possibly approach North Somerset Council for funding. 

RESOLVED: Councillor Mrs Willis suggested and it was agreed that the Flower Power Working Party write to North Somerset Council, thank them for their contribution, mention the litter and weeds on the judging route and ask whether they would be interested in providing any match funding and becoming a full partner to Flower Power for 2008?

Councillor Kellaway-Marriott requested that the letter was copied to dual hated Town Councillors. 



	9.
	South West in Bloom 2008 

The Leisure and Community Officer informed members that even though she enjoyed working with Flower Power, she had struggled for several months to organise various projects in time for South West in Bloom for 2007.  Due to there being four people who worked on Flower Power in 2006, she would need additional support in 2008 due to other areas of her work being compromised. She invited the Committee to suggest ideas. 

Councillor Mrs Howell and Mrs Filer offered their help. 

The Town Centre Manager suggested that Taunton Dean Borough Council be contacted to find out how many people worked on theirs and how they financed South West in Bloom. 

RESOLVED: It was agreed that although the judging day had been successful that assistance for the Leisure and Community Officer for South West in Bloom 2008 be referred to the next Amenities Committee for discussion. 
       


	10
	Land at Marconi Close 

Mr Brown and Mr Knowles had visited the land and found out that the grass was cut by an unknown person once a year. The rest of the time it looked very untidy. 

RESOLVED: It was agreed to write to Esporta Health Club to ask if the Flower Power Working Party could plant a shrub around the tree and whether they can maintain the grass cutting several times a year. 



	11.
	Silica (Floral displays)



This was Councillor Kellaway-Marriott’s idea which was deferred from a previous meeting. 

The Town Centre Manager suggested a mini floral clock. 

RESOLVED: The Town Centre Manager, Councillor Mrs Howell and Councillor Kellaway-Marriott arrange to meet up with Mark Luck (North Somerset Council) to discuss ideas. 



	12.
	Madeira Cove update 

Mr Brown provided receipts for wood preserver totalling £41.98 which the Working Party agreed to reimburse. 

The Town Centre Manager mentioned that a community day for the makeover to Madeira Cove was scheduled for 22nd August 2007. 

Mr Knowles informed members that they could be asked to help on the project at the last minute. 

The Town Centre Manager exited at 3.00 p.m. 



	13.
	Milton Brow sign update

Mr Brown informed members that Alpha Signs was still progressing but it was taking time. He hoped for the sign to be completed by the next meeting. 



	14.
	Suggestions for other locations for basket trees on Seafront 

The Leisure and Community Officer explained that Woodspring Nurseries could only store the 15 hanging baskets for up to two weeks and that there was only one week left to find a suitable location for the basket trees and get them installed. 

The following locations were agreed in the following order:

         Outside the Odeon (where the pebble planters were)

         Opposite Homebase in Worle 

         On the large green area on Bideford Rd, Worle



	15.
	Frequency of Flower Power Meetings 
Mr Knowles suggested that meetings should take place every three weeks in May – July and every six weeks in October, November and December. 

Mrs Filer mentioned that there were no meetings in August and did not think there should be one in December either. 

Members agreed to the Leisure and Community’s new arrangements of no lunches. 

RESOLVED: 

i)
Meetings to take place monthly apart from it being every three weeks from May – July 2008 and every six weeks from September – November 2007. 

ii)        It was agreed to keep the time of the meetings to 1.00 p.m.

iii)      Mr Knowles would be attending a Chairman’s course with Voluntary Action North 

Somerset in October.

Mr Knowles read an email to members which had been sent to the Leisure and Community Officer from past Town Councillor Colin Golland. It asked to pass on his comments about the good work which the Flower Power Working Party had achieved during this last year. 

 

Joan Thompson thanked everyone for their support on various issues prior to the South West in Bloom Judging. 

Mr Knowles explained that he and some other members would be attending the South West in Bloom Presentation Awards in St Ives in September. 

Mr Filer informed everyone that he had received 35 entries for the open garden competition. 

The Leisure and Community Officer would let everyone know the date of the next meeting.  



	
	There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting.

Signed……………………………..       Dated……………………..




