NOTES OF THE


FLOWER POWER WORKING PARTY 


HELD ON 26th JUNE 2007


AT GROVE HOUSE


Meeting Commenced:  1.00 p.m. 

Meeting Concluded:  2.40 p.m. 

Present: Councillor Mrs Howell, Mrs Jenny Gosden, Roger Brown, Richard Knowles (Chairman), Cynthia Filer, Bert Filer (Weston Horticultural Society), Steve Townsend and Beverley Tucker (Town Centre Partnership), Joan Thompson (North Worle LAT) Nathan Bennett (Blacksmith), Ursula James (North Somerset Council) and Councillor Kellaway-Marriott. 

In attendance: Marina Dunstone (Leisure and Community Officer - Weston-super-Mare Town Council), Paul McErlean (Grounds Man) 

	1.
	Election of Chairman

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Kellaway-Marriott, seconded by Mrs Gosden and agreed that Richard Knowles continue as Chairman. 


	2.
	Election of Vice-Chairman 

RESOLVED: Proposed by Councillor Mrs Howell, seconded by Mrs Gosden and agreed that Bert Filer be Vice-Chairman. 


	3.
	Apologies for Absence

Received from Dean and Steve Harrison

	4.
	Notes of the Previous Meeting – 22nd May 2007 
It was noted that Councillor Kellaway-Marriott was present at the previous meeting. 

Any Town Councillors interested in sitting on the Working Party were very welcome to join future meetings. 


	5.
	Budget
This was distributed at the meeting (see attached). 



	6.
	Sub Groups to report back

         Madeira Cove Sub Group 

Mr Brown explained that he, Dean and Steve Harrison had attended a meeting with Viv Thompson on 20th June 2007. Various refurbishments had taken place. 

Councillor Mrs Howell thanked all the volunteers for their hard work. 

The Town Centre Manager explained that ROK were going to be taking part in a community challenge in July 2007 to transform the area by giving it a ‘makeover’. Visuals would be obtained for the next meeting. 



	7.
	Land at Marconi Close 

Mr Brown had voluntarily enhanced this small area of land and had been looking into another area of land near Esporta and Locking Road which was overgrown but did not have any definitive ownership. He queried if North Somerset Council could include this area of land in their grass cutting contract. 

RESOLVED: A site meeting be arranged and that housing associations who could possibly own the land be contacted and information brought back to the next meeting. 

Councillor Kellaway-Marriott informed everyone that if there was overgrown vegetation it can be reported via Ward Councillors which would then be reported to North Somerset Council at Planning Committee meetings.



	8.
	Preanes Green Corner Project 

Mr Brown had improved this area of land by putting in some metal edging, red and purple petunias and marigolds costing £44.98. The Working Party agreed that this amount be reimbursed to Mr Brown. 

Photographs of this area would be obtained for the South West in Bloom portfolio. 



	9.
	Flower Arrangement Society 

Mrs Filer explained that the Horticultural Society was organising an open garden competition where the judging would be taking place week commencing 16th July 2007. Mrs Filer believed it would be good to incorporate some of the open gardens on the judging route. Some funds were required for providing flowers.

RESOLVED: It was agreed that £200 be provided for the Floral Arrangement Society to 
supply flowers. 

Mr Bennett provided a progress report on the modern structural donkey for Dawson’s Island. He distributed copies of drawings and a quote to all members. 

The estimate for the structure was £3,900 - £4,400.00. The quote for the planter was £583.00 and the concrete and installation would cost £245.00. Costs included galvanising and painting. A 50% deposit had been requested should the Working Party want to proceed with the work. It would take approx four and a half months for construction. 

RESOLVED: That the ears on the donkey be enlarged slightly and that Mr Bennett be provided with a 50% deposit of £2,364.00. A risk assessment/method statement would be provided by Mr Bennett a month prior to installation.  



	10.
	Train (enlargement of border) 

Mr Filer explained that the border had been enlarged and that it required painting. Mr Bennett offered to paint the train for approx £50. 



	11.
	Plaques (William Knowles) for Weighbridge Hut 

The Leisure and Community Officer explained that the William Knowles Centre had requested some acknowledgement on the planters they had planted up. 

RESOLVED: Leisure and Community Officer to research costs for acknowledgments to go onto the planters. 

Councillor Mrs Howell mentioned that Alexandra Parade as well as other areas of the town was looking lovely and welcomed the partnership working with both councils. North Somerset Council Parks department were congratulated for their particular hard work. 

Mrs Thompson informed the working party that Ashfield Prison was planting hanging baskets for towns. 

RESOLVED: The Leisure and Community officer to research by contacting Nicola Manning. 

The Leisure and Community Officer thanked the Town Council’s ground staff for their assistance on Flower Power projects. 



	12.
	Boats (inc. Nut Tree) 

Mr Filer informed everyone that all boats were now completed. It was noted that the Mercury had made several errors in articles for Flower Power. 

Mr Brown provided a receipt for reimbursement for the Endeavour boat totalling £227.76.  

RESOLVED: Mr Brown be reimbursed for £227.76 and Mr Knowles be reimbursed for £24.00. 



	13.
	South West in Bloom Judging (Date confirmed is Mon 16th July 2007)  

13.1            Judging Route 

A meeting had taken place and the route had been agreed. The Leisure and Community Officer had driven the route with the Chairman and a draft proposed route was available for members to view. It was agreed that the Fire Station would not be put on the route. 

Councillor Mrs Howell explained that she had witnessed litter at a footpath in Worle High Street. 

It was mentioned that the Court House had weeds next to it. Bert and Roger volunteered to weed this small area next to the Police Station. 

A trough was now missing from near the Town Hall

Ms Tucker informed everyone that she would ask Ringway who do the highways maintenance and Connaught who carry out street cleaning to go on the judging route early morning prior to the judging. The dustmen would also do as much as they could too. Ms Tucker would know a week prior to the judging as to what road works will be carried out. 

The Leisure and Community Officer explained that there was a charge for 50 maps of the judging route to be created and printed. The cost would be £280.

RESOLVED: £280 be paid for 50 maps of the judging route to be created. 

13.2            Reception at Grove House for judges 

The Leisure and Community Officer provided two choices of menus available for the champagne lunch which would take place at midday.  The £5.50 was agreed to.  

Mrs Gosden and Mrs Thompson exited at 2.25 p.m. 

Mrs James would reserve one car parking space for the judges chauffeur car at the Winter Gardens. 



	14.
	Floral Seat, Worle High Street

The grounds man apologised for the seat not being installed sooner due to various problems. It was planned for the seat to be installed on Thursday morning on 28th June 2007.  

Councillor Mr Howell exited at 2.30 p.m. 



	15.
	Watering of Flower Power Projects

15.1            Watering of Planters for St James Street
The Town Centre Manager had asked if four planters could be added onto the Flower Power’s watering contract.

The Leisure and Community Officer had contacted Connaught to ask but was awaiting their reply. She would chase them. 



	16.
	Milton Brow Sign 

Mr Brown informed everyone that this was still progressing

	17.
	Pebble Planters 

In the absence of Ms Pearce and Mr Webber, the Leisure and Community Officer would contact them to find out why one pebble planter on the seafront had no flowers in. 



	18.
	Britain in Bloom Booklet

The Leisure and Community Officer explained that even though the Weston and Somerset Mercury support the Flower Power initiative, they had declined to have any involvement in creating the portfolio for South West in Bloom. This was due to them not having any in-house facilities to print it and they were in a busy period with changes to the Mercury and staff holidays.

RESOLVED: The Leisure and Community Officer to liaise with the Town Centre Manager and Ms Tucker to produce this 30 page document

	19.
	Leaflet for Wooden Sculptures on Seafront & Stone Sculptures 

Previous information had been sent out with agendas. It was agreed that this was a North Somerset Council project and that the Flower Power Woking Party would not be involved.



	
	There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting.

Signed……………………………..       Dated……………………..




