24.04.09
Weston-super-Mare In Bloom 


WESTON-SUPER-MARE TOWN COUNCIL
WESTON IN BLOOM WORKING PARTY
HELD ON TUESDAY 24th MARCH 2009
AT GROVE HOUSE
Meeting Commenced: 1.00 p.m. 


Meeting Concluded: 2.30 p.m.
PRESENT: Councillor Cleland, Richard Knowles (Chairman), Bert Filer, Cynthia Filer, Ursula James, Chris Norris, Roger Brown (North Worle LAT), Bev Tucker (Town Centre Partnership) Jenny Gosden, Keith Southey (Arrived at 2.15pm).
IN ATTENDANCE: Rafika Aissaoui (Community & Leisure Officer).
	1.
	Apologies for Absence
Received from Councillors Mrs. Willis, Mrs. Priestman, Mrs. Howell, and Steve Townsend (Town Centre Partnership). 


	2.
	Declarations of Interest
There were no Declarations received.



	3.
	Notes of the previous Weston In Bloom Working Party Meeting held on the 24th February 2009
RECOMMENDED: That the notes be accepted and signed by the Chairman.


	4.

	Welcome Volunteers 

The Chairman welcomed Chris Norris to the Working Party and thanked him for attending the meeting. 


	5.
5.
	Urgent Matters
The Community & Leisure Officer informed the Working Party that Rachel Lewis (North Somerset Council) had been in contact with the Town Council to discuss the relocation of the planters which are located on the sea front, and that whilst the sea defence work is carried out, North Somerset Council would like them to be moved to another location. North Somerset Council have agreed to cover the costs of removing the planter to another location and the cost of putting them back to their original location, once all the sea defence work has been carried out. Working Party Members discussed a variety of different locations and suggested The Weigh Bridge Hut, opposite Tesco’s and the Italian Gardens, or moving them further along the sea front. The Community & Leisure Officer also commented on the fact that at present we are requested to apply for utility checks even though we are not digging up the ground, The Working Party are merly locating them on the surface. The Community & Leisure Officer confirmed that we have been given a month by North Somerset Council to agree the relocation of the Planters.

RECOMMENDED: That The Community & Leisure Officer will speak with Highway’s department at North Somerset Council to see if a Utilities check is necessary.
RECOMMENDED: That Members look at different locations.
The Community & Leisure Officer approached the Working Party following a request from Mrs. Scott of White Cross News to erect two new Baskets on the Lamp post opposite the Shop on White Cross Road.

Members discussed this as the Working Party was approached by Mrs. Scott last year. The Chairman confirmed that he did try to contact Mrs. Scott by telephone but spoke to her husband who unfortunately did not relay the message. The Community & Leisure Officer confirmed that we haven’t accounted in the budget to purchase two lamp post baskets. The Chairman was concerned that it was very late in the day and that the baskets that are used for the lamp posts would need to be ordered and had concerns on the availability and cost of these planters as well as the watering costs.

The Community & Leisure Officer suggested that the Working Party should look at supplying the baskets and a water pump to the White Cross News to water these baskets.

RECOMMENDED: The Community & Leisure Officer to make enquiries into the cost and availability of the Baskets or an alternative suggestion.  


	6.
	Judging Route
The Working Party discussed the proposed judging route and members agreed the route.
Members discussed who should accompany the judges in the car, there are five seats available in the car and members agreed that the meeters and greeters would be: Richard Knowles, Rafika Aissaoui, Chris Webber and the two Britain In Bloom judges. 

Bert Filer will be the meeter and greeter for Castle Batch, Cecil Baker & Bert Filer will be the meters and greeters for Sherwood Crescent, Bert Filer will also be the meeter and greeter for Rectors Way, Steve Townsend will be the meeter and greeter for the Town Centre, and The Community & Leisure Officer will be the greeter for Ellenborough Park East.

 It was also suggested that the Working Party needed to identify someone with some knowledge of the Quarry, to be the meeter and greeter for that this area of the judging route. 
RECOMMENDED: That Joan Thompson will speak to RSPB to see if one of their members will meet the judges.


	8.
	Town Council Wards and Population 

The Community & Leisure Officer also produced a map of the Town Council’s Wards and that currently the Working Party is being judged by Britain In Bloom on the population of 77,000, however the correct population is in fact 57,000, members agreed that when they apply for this year’s entry into Britain In Bloom that we change our population and look at what category the Working Party enter into. 


	9.
	Baskets Update on Bideford Rd, Dartmouth Close, Milton Brow
RESOLVED: That Members would not locate the wicker baskets at Milton Brow due to the limited space and concerns of vandalism.
RESOLVED:  That Members locate two wicker baskets at Dartmouth Close.
RECOMMENDED: - That The Community & Leisure Officer archive files to see when utility checks were issued for Bideford Rd, Dartmouth Rd.


	10.
	Watering Agreement
Keith Southey joined the meeting  at 2.15pm
Keith Southey apologised for not being in touch as he had been on holiday. The Chairman explained that we would like to continue to use Keith for all our Watering needs and explained that we are adding to the existing Judging route and would like another quote for the Trio Planters at the Train station and the two lots of trio planters that are being located on The Big Lamp Corner, and the other nineteen baskets that are being located in Grove Village.

RECOMMENDED: That The Community & Leisure Officer submit a list of all the planters that will need watering to Keith.


	11.
	Community Show
The Community & Leisure Officer gave a brief update on the Show and explained that another report was submitted to the police for the temporary events notice application for the beer tent.
The Community & Leisure Officer asked members to spread the word as it is their show.

The Community & Leisure Officer confirmed that the advertising is with Printing.com and that everything is going well.


	12.
	Somerfield Update
The Chairman gave a brief update on the current situation.



	13.

	Big Lamp Corner/Train Station
 The Community & Leisure Officer confirmed that planters have been ordered for both the Train station and the Big Lamp Corner.

Bev Tucker (Town Centre Partnership) confirmed that utility checks have been put through to Highway’s department at North Somerset Council.

	14.
	Other Projects
Members discussed a variety of different locations for the Wicker Planters. The Community & Leisure Officer mentioned that across from the donkey there is a roundabout that is currently not being used and suggested locating one of the baskets there.
RECOMENDED:  That Richard Knowles and Jenny Gosden take a look at different locations that the Working Party can locate new planters.
The Community & Leisure Officer also mentioned that West Haven School is a school for students with learning difficulties, they are a social enterprise and grow their own plants and are extremely keen to work with the Weston In Bloom Working Party. 
There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting.



	
	Signed……………………………..       Dated……………………..

         Chairman       
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