Tuesday 29th September 2009
Weston-super-Mare In Bloom 


WESTON-SUPER-MARE TOWN COUNCIL
WESTON IN BLOOM WORKING PARTY
HELD ON TUESDAY 29th September 2009
AT GROVE HOUSE
Meeting Commenced: 1.00 p.m. 


Meeting Concluded: 2.30 p.m.
PRESENT: Richard Knowles (Chairman), Councillors Mrs. Priestman,  Mrs. Willis, Mrs. Holder, Roger Brown (North Worle LAT), Cynthia Filer & Bert Filer (Weston Horticultural Society), Bev Tucker (Town Centre Partnership), and Jenny Gosden.  

IN ATTENDANCE:  Rafika Aissaoui (Community and Leisure Officer), Councillor Dr Kellaway-Marriott, Sarah Pearse (Financial Responsible Officer). 
	
	Cllr Dr Kellaway-Marriot addressed the Working Party prior to the meeting; He congratulated the Working Party members on their success in this year’s entry into South West In Bloom and thanked the members on both his behalf and on behalf of the Town Council.



	1.
	Apologies for Absence
Received from Councillors Joan Thompson, Steve Townsend.


	2.
	Declarations of Interest
There were no Declarations received.



	3.
	Notes of the previous Weston In Bloom Working Party Meeting held on the Tuesday 25th August 2009.
It was agreed that the Notes be accepted and signed by the Chairman.



	4.
	Judging Awards
Members were all very delighted with this year’s Silver Gilt Award. Members acknowledged that they were up against Bath and Taunton. Weston beat Bath, but were pipped to the post by Taunton.
Richard Knowles also thanked members and informed them of how delighted he was to receive a Silver Gilt Award and that we must continue to work in the hope of bringing the Trophy and the Gold Award back to Weston-super-Mare.

The Community & Leisure Officer spoke to Terry Porter (South West In Bloom Judge) who gave feedback, saying that one of the main issues when judging Weston-super-Mare is that the road entrances (A370) are very unkempt and even though it is not in our judging route, it is the first thing that judges see and it is unwelcoming.
Cllr Mrs. Priestman confirmed that Malcolm is arranging a meeting with South West In Bloom Judges to see how Weston-super-Mare can improve for next year’s entry.
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5.
	Neighbourhood Awards
Richard Knowles confirmed that we were also exceptionally successful with our Neighbourhood Awards. Weston in Bloom received eight Awards this year, two of which were for Outstanding Performances and the other six were awarded a Certificate of Merit.

Richard Knowles confirmed that next year, he would like to see the amount of entries increased as there is no limit to the amount of neighbourhood award entries, and a lot more schools in and out of the local area would have liked to have been given the opportunity to enter.

It was also confirmed that each school would be holding a small presentation in their assemblies and the Certificates would be given out on behalf of Weston In Bloom.
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	Weston In Bloom Community Show 2010
The Community and Leisure Officer briefly explained that the Show will be incorporated with Armed Forces Day on Saturday 26th & 27th June on the Beach Lawns. It was confirmed that the final branding of the Show would be decided at a later date.
There was concern over the recent publicity in the Mercury, the Sun, and the Western Daily Press. 


	7.
	Milton Brow - Milton Rise 
Roger Brown reiterated his concern on the triangle due to lorries and cars going across the area and making it look very messy. Chris Webber mentioned that he had spoken to the Community and Leisure Officer and confirmed that he has two large bollards that he was happy to install to prevent further damage. He also suggested that it might be an idea if we had large rocks located in this area, which would be a feature. This would also prevent the current damage occurring again.

Chris Webber mentioned that rocks have been used in other areas and have proven to be effective.

Members mentioned their concerns of the cost involved in this project.

RECOMMENDED: Cllr Mrs. Willis to discuss these issues with a North Somerset Area Officer. The Community and Leisure Officer to contact Boscombe Quarry to enquire about the costs involved in purchasing the rocks necessary and to establish the costs involved in the project. Chris Webber to discuss these options with Highways.



	8.
	Ellenborough Park –Wildlife Project
The Community and Leisure Officer informed members that we are still waiting to see whether this project will be Sponsored by Western Power Distribution. Concern was expressed over the time needed to instigate the project. 
RECOMMENDED: It was agreed that the Community and Leisure Officer would chase up the possible sponsorship from Western Power Distribution. Councillor Mrs. Holder would approach Notoro Nursing Homes to see if they would consider sponsorship as well.


	9.
	Winter Planting
Bert Filer confirmed that the start of the Winter planting is now on 5th October 2009, instead of 12th October 2009. All members are invited to come along and assist. Bert confirmed that everyone will be meeting at Paddocks Park at 10.00 am.

RECOMMENDED: The Community and Leisure Officer to arrange for the Mercury to attend and to ask for assistance from the Town Council’s ground staff. 


	10.
	Spring Planting
Members discussed the Spring planting and also asked Chris Webber when North Somerset would know their colour scheme for next year, as members felt that it would be great to work together with North Somerset and both display the same colours to enhance next year’s entry.
RECOMMENDED: Chris Webber will inform the Working Party when North Somerset have agreed their colour scheme.


	11.
	Jill Dando Leaflets
The Community and Leisure Officer informed members that we have ran out of Jill Dando leaflets, and that in the last four months, 10,000 leaflets have been distributed.
RECOMMENDED: It was agreed that 10,000 leaflets be re ordered at an estimated price of £398.00.
 

	12.
	Preanes Green 
Richard Knowles confirmed that he met with a group of three people from Preanes Green and discussed how Weston In Bloom can help them with brightening up the area. Members discussed locating the Wheel Barrow or the trio planters on Preanes Green. It was agreed that this was an option.
RECOMMENDED: It was agreed that Weston In Bloom would happily supply the flowers, if the group assist in planting them.

                

	13.

	WhiteCross News
The Community and Leisure Officer explained that the two half baskets did not work well on WhiteCross Road, Unfortunately Keith Southey, Weston In Bloom waterer, had been extremely unsuccessful in being able to park the vehicle so that he could water the baskets, and therefore, the flowers did not last very long.
RECOMMENDED: The Community and Leisure Officer to liaise with Malcolm and write a letter informing Mrs Scott of WhiteCross News that we would be unable to provide Lamp Post Baskets next year due to problems with the watering, and that a review would be undertaken by the Working Party. 

	14.
	Any Other Matters:
Hosting South West In Bloom

Members discussed holding the presentation in Weston – super – Mare after it was announced at the South West In Bloom presentation awards.
RECOMMENDED: To enquire if there was a possibility that 2011 could be considered as the year for hosting the event as an alternative to the provisional announcement of 2012.
St James Street Planters
RECOMMENDED:

Members agreed that Roger Brown could go ahead and plant the planters that are located in St James Street. Members agreed a budget of £50.00 is to be allocated for this. 
Floral Clock Display
Members discussed that that they would like to book the Floral Clock the same year that Weston-super-Mare hopes to host the South West In Bloom presentation.

Councillor Mrs. Priestman said that we should try and move this forward to 2011.

Replacement of the planters outside Lloyds in Worle

RECOMMENDED:

It was agreed that Richard Knowles and Roger Brown replace the planters at this venue.
The Pond - Italian Gardens
Chris Webber suggested that these maybe an opportunity to relocate the large tree planter where the pond is currently located.

RECOMMENDED: That Richard Knowles, Bert Filer and Councillors Mrs. Priestman and Mrs. Willis look at the location and report back to members.


	
	Next Meeting To Be Held on: Tuesday 27th October 2009


	
	There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting

Signed……………………………..       Dated……………………..
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