WESTON-SUPER-MARE YOUTH COUNCIL

MEETING HELD ON 17TH JANUARY 2008

6.00 P.M. AT GROVE HOUSE

Meeting Commenced: 6.00 p.m. 


Meeting Concluded: 7.15 p.m.
PRESENT: Matty Pople (Chairperson), Gillian Crouch (Vice Chairperson), Cameron Beames, Michael Ritchie, Matthew Yardley, Georgina Hudson, Rachael Philp, Chloe Davis, Alex Ruddock and Luke Jones.
IN ATTENDANCE: Debbie Stone (Youth Worker), Samantha Middlemiss (Clerical Assistant), Linda Larter (Town Clerk), and Councillor Mrs Pilgrim. 
Prior to the meeting, David Moger addressed the Youth Council in relation to the Book Bar/Head Space being installed at Barcode. He has been given a budget of £2,000, and wanted to take a group of Youth Councillors on a trip to Waterstones to purchase new books. David Moger would be at Barcode for the next couple of Wednesdays between 6.30 pm – 7.30 pm to discuss this.
Prior to the meeting Susan Harding also addressed the meeting with regard to the youth twinning exchange this year, Susan had had asked the Youth Council for a Grant for £3,000 which would fund excursions, a welcome meal and bus passes for the next two years. Sue explained all about the Youth Exchange, and openly invited the Youth Councillors questions.
	26.
	Apologies For Absence.

Received from Councillor Howell, Councillor Ms Warwick, Councillor Edwards, George Collard, Chloe Worthington, and Harry Dempster.


	27.
	Notes of the last meeting – 6th December 2007.

Agreed as a true record.


	28.
	Youth Council Financial Report

This was sent out with agendas. The Chairperson informed the meeting that the balance for the Youth Grants budget at the 30th September 2007 was £7,041.51 and not £13,041.51 as the £6,000 allocated to T4 on the beach (£4,000) Un signed music live (£1,000) and OTT Drama group (£1,000) was still to be deducted and this was available until April 2008.
The balance for the Youth Council’s Budget at 31st December 2007 was £2,244.56.


	29.
	Grants:

To note that £1,000 for O.T.T Drama group was approved.

Noted.
Funding required for Youth Twinning (see attached)

RESOLVED

After discussion took place over the Youth Council’s Grants budget it was Proposed by Cameron Beames and Seconded by Gillian Crouch that £1,500 be awarded for the Youth Twinning and to apply again next year to receive more financial help.
Funding request for disabled ramp for Barcode Youth Café 

Deferred from previous meeting.
Linda Larter informed that meeting that the new ramp would cost £18,000, the Town council had already received £10,000 lottery funding towards the ramp and were looking for a further £8,000 and that any contribution would be very helpful. Linda explained that the reason the ramp was so expensive was because it had to meet the listed buildings requirements. 
RESOLVED

After careful discussion it was proposed by Gillian Crouch and seconded by Cameron Beames that the Youth Council contributes £1,000 from the Youth Grants budget and £244.56 from the Youth Councils budget making a total contribution of £1,244.56 towards the disabled ramp at Barcode Youth Café.


	30.
	Constitution – Cameron (Constitution attached)
Request for the following changes to be incorporated into the constitution:
· New Youth Council members are not able to elect the Chairman until they have been a Youth Councillor for twelve weeks.

· The elected Chairman must have show dedication to the Youth Council over the elected year. 

Linda Larter explained that in the event of an election where a new Youth Council would be formed it would be difficult to enforce these suggestions as it may result in not being able to have a chairperson for 12 weeks.
It was also noted that changes to the constitution could only take place at the Annual General meeting.
Gillian had made some notes of her suggestions for changes to the constitution which she asked to be copied out with the minutes.
RESOLVED

It was decided to defer the agenda item to the next meeting.
Gillian made reference to the term ‘Chairman’ within the minutes; this would be changed to Chairperson from now on.


	31.
	Skateboarding facilities on the Seafront.

The Chairperson informed the meeting that the preparation of a questionnaire was in progress.


	32.
	Newsletter 2008 – articles required
RESOLVED

After discussion it was decided that it may be more cost effective to incorporate a page within schools newsletters and in the local newspapers rather than a printed newsletter.


	33.
	Youth Guide 2008

Discussion took place over the need for the Youth Guide, It was suggested that an electronic version be available on the website and linked to schools websites.
RESOLVED

It was decided that the Youth Council should try to seek funding for the creating of a printed Youth Guide as done the previously and that the Youth Guide be available both electronically and in booklet format. If funding not forthcoming the matter would be reviewed in April 2008.


	34.
	Chairman’s Board

The funding had already been received and allocated to this project (£250.00) and the meeting was informed that it was in progress.


	35.
	Honorary Youth Council Members. 

Linda Larter informed the meeting that this was in progress.


	36.
	People and Politics Day – 18th March 2008

Sam informed the meeting that the deadline for tickets was Friday 25th January 2008, so definite numbers for Youth Councillors wanting to attend had to be decided ASAP. It was decided that the following Youth Councillors would like to attend:-
George Collard
Chloe Worthington
Cameron Beames
Georgina Hudson
Matty Pople
Luke Jones
Gillian Crouch
Rachael Philp
Alex Ruddock
Michael Ritchie
Chloe Davis
Sam would email all Youth Councillors a parental permission slip for parents to sign and get back to her ASAP.
Gillian asked whether t-shirts/hoodies could be placed on the next agenda.


	37.
	Youth Action Network Event – 11th February 2008. (Information attached to agenda)

There was space for two Youth Councillors to attend this event, so all Youth Councillors names that attending the meeting were put into a hat and chosen fairly. Matty Pople and Matthew Yardley would attend.


	38.
	First Aid Course.

Sam informed the meeting that the Red Cross catered for persons under 18 and were able to hold courses on a weekend or school holiday. A basic first aid course would take 6hrs to complete and maximum group bookings of 12 at the discounted price of £300 which would come out of the Youth Council budget.
RESOLVED

Proposed by Cameron Beames and seconded by Gillian Crouch and agreed that all in attendance should participate and that the £300 fee would be funded from the Youth Councils budget.


	39.
	Christmas Party.

This would now be called a ‘New Year Party’ and would take place on February 17th 2008, starting at 7 p.m. until 9.30 p.m. at Barcode Youth Café. Fancy dress will be optional and it was decided that Town Councillors that attended the Youth Council meetings would be invited. All Youth Councillors were able to invite one guest. Past Youth Councillors would also be invited and able to bring a guest.


	40.
	RESOLVED

The Youth Councillors decided that they would like to thank Marina Dunstone (Community and Leisure Officer) for all her hard work and contribution to the Youth Council over the past years with a bunch of flowers funded from the Youth Councils budget.



There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting.
Signed…………………………………………………….Dated………………………

Chairman
