WESTON-SUPER-MARE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE YOUTH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON 17TH APRIL2008

AT GROVE HOUSE

Meeting Commenced: 6.00 p.m. 
Meeting Concluded: 7.15 p.m.

PRESENT: Matty Pople (Chairperson), Gillian Crouch (Vice Chairperson), Cameron Beames, Michael Ritchie, Matthew Yardley, Georgina Hudson, Rachael Philp, Alex Ruddock and Chloe Davis.

IN ATTENDANCE: Debbie Stone (Youth Worker), Samantha Middlemiss (Clerical Assistant), Katie Koo (North Somerset Drug Action Team).
Prior to the meeting Katie Koo addressed the Youth Council to discuss ‘Tackling Drugs Week’. 

	54.
	Apologies for absence

Were received from Councillor Ms Warwick, Councillor Mrs Pilgrim, Youth Councillors George Collard and Ellie Cannocks.



	55.
	Notes of the last meeting – 7th March 2008.

RESOLVED

 An amendment was made to minute number 50. “Georgina Hudson had attended the Weston Arts Festival meetings”. That the minutes be duly amended, noted.



	56.
	To consider the implementation of Ground Rules

Gillian approached the Youth Council concerning ‘respect’ for each other in Youth Council meetings. Cameron reported that he had attended a Youth Parliament meeting where the meeting was very well structured with members keeping to the agenda and treating everyone with respect.

RESOLVED

Discussion took place and the Youth Council decided to make a list of all the rules they thought needed to be implemented (please see attached), this would be typed up and distributed with the minutes of the Youth Council meeting. To be considered at the next Youth Council meeting – 29th May 2008. 



	57.

i)

ii)
	Youth Council Financial Report

This was tabled at the meeting. The Chairperson informed Youth Councillors that the balance for the Youth Council’s Budget as at 31st March 2008 was £702.44 and the Youth Council Grants Budget was £1541.51. It was queried when the ramp would be installed at Barcode Youth Café. It was also queried in the Youth Council budget why there was an amount of £52.00 spent regarding, (British Youth Council Membership?), when the Youth Councillor had not been a member of the Youth Council for two years? The Clerical Assistant would make the relevant enquiries.

The Clerical Assistant informed the Youth Council that the grant £1,500 recommended to be awarded to fund a celebrity to open Headspace/Book Bar (minute no 44), would now be deducted from this year’s new budget 08/09, and that the £1541.51 left over from last years budget 07/08 was not earmarked, and would therefore not be available to spend.

RESOLVED

 Proposed by Cameron and seconded by Alex that as the new 08/09 budget had not yet been formally confirmed and it was decided that the Youth Council would decline their grant offer of £1,500 towards this project.
RESOLVED

It was proposed by Gillian and Seconded by Alex that the Chairman of the Youth Council ‘Matty Pople’ would officially open the Headspace/Book Bar event. 



	58.

i)

ii)

iii)


	Grants:

To consider grant request for £2,000 for Somerset Shadows cheerleading squad. (Information circulated with agenda)

The Youth Council were informed that the new grants budget for this year 08/09 would be £16,000. 

RECOMMENDED

Proposed by Cameron, Seconded by Gillian to award the Somerset Shadows £1,000. This was then put to the vote with four votes for and six against. The vote was lost.

RESOLVED 

 Proposed by Mike, Seconded by Matty to award £500, this was put to the vote and agreed, it was a unanimous decision.

To Consider a grant for £500 to sponsor Karaoke night at Barcode Youth Café.

The Youth Worker addressed the Youth Council and explained that the Weston & Somerset Mercury had pulled out of sponsoring the event this year and that the money was needed to advertise the event e.g. printing costs, and for the competition prize money. In return for the grant the Youth Council would have their name on all advertising material having sponsored the event.

The Youth Worker was asked to leave the room whilst the Youth Council made a decision.

RESOLVED

Proposed by Cameron and Seconded by Alex that the Youth Council award the £500 to the Youth Worker for the event. All in agreement.

To consider a grant towards an International Cheerleading competition for the Shooting Stars cheerleading squad. (Information attached with Agenda).

RESOLVED 

This was discussed and agreed that the event was some time away and that there was time for the Youth Council to consider the grant this at a later date. Proposed by Mike and Seconded by Georgina to defer this grant to the next Youth Council Meeting Agenda in May 08.



	59.
	Tackling Drugs week (19th – 23rd May 2008).

 The Youth Council discussed ideas at length. It was suggested that a possible ‘Young Band Night’ at Barcode Youth Café to promote the project. 

RESOLVED

Matty Pople and Michael Ritchie to liaise with the Youth Worker and help organise. Debbie would liaise with Katie Koo and the Youth Offending Team.



	60.
	Constitution - Deferred from the previous meeting (7th March 2008).
 To consider Gillian’s amendments attached with the minutes from the previous meeting and to consider Georgina’s points.

Gillian read aloud to the Youth Council her points one of which was ‘New members should join the Youth Council 12 weeks before the Annual General Meeting’, It was felt that new Youth Councillors should be given time to get to know the other Youth Councillors before such an important event.

RESOLVED 

It was Proposed by Gillian and Seconded by Alex that ‘New members should join the Youth Council 12 weeks before the Annual General Meeting’. All agreed.

There was some debate over elections and how new Youth Councillors should be given the time to get to know all members before voting.

RESOLVED

It was Proposed by Georgina and Seconded by Cameron that Youth Councillors should canvass themselves if standing in the elections. All agreed.

Youth Councillors expressed that there was no information available regarding the elected positions on the Youth Council? It was requested that a document should be produced and handed out to all Youth Councillors detailing the responsibilities and job roles of the Chairperson, Vice Chairperson, Press Officer, Newsletter Editor and Treasurer. The Clerical Assistant and Youth Worker would create documentation in time for the next Annual General Meeting.

The Youth Councillors wanted to put a question to the Policy & Finance Committee; they wanted clarification on why it has become frequent practice to override the Youth Councils Resolutions and Recommendations, when the Youth Council is assigned their own budget and Youth Councillors?

RESOLVED

This was to be deferred to the next Youth Council meeting.

7.10 p.m. Rachael Philip and Chloe Davis exited the meeting.

RESOLVED 

With two Youth Councillors leaving the meeting this would make the meeting in-quorate, so it was Proposed by Cameron and Seconded by Gillian to end the meeting and defer all the un discussed items to the next Youth Council Agenda. All agreed




There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting.

Signed…………………………………………………….Dated…………………


Chairman

