Town Council 18.01.10

WESTON-SUPER-MARE TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD AT THE TOWN HALL ON
MONDAY 18th JANUARY 2010

Meeting Commenced: 7.00 p.m.			  	Meeting Concluded:  8.10 p.m.

PRESENT: Councillors Dr. Kellaway-Marriott (Town Mayor), Horler (Leader of the Council), Mrs. Priestman (Deputy Leader of the Council), Bunn, Canniford, Cleland, Darke, Havill, Heard, Hitchins, Mrs. Holder, Mrs. Howell, Howell, Judd, Keating, Kimitri, King, Ley-Morgan, Morris, Parker, Mrs. Pepperall, Mrs. Pilgrim, Porter, Purnell and Mrs. Willis.

IN ATTENDANCE:  Malcolm Nicholson (Town Clerk), Tania Middlemiss (Assistant Town Clerk), Sarah Pearse (Responsible Financial Officer) and Alex Ruddock (Chairman of Youth Council).

The Town Mayor invited his Deputy Chaplain, Fr Martin Quenan, to say prayers.

The Town Mayor invited members of the public present to speak on any agenda items.

	455.
	Apologies for Absence

Received from Councillors Collins, Mrs. Parry, Mrs. Warwick and Webb.


	456.
	Declarations of Interest

Councillor Canniford declared a personal interest as a supplier to the Town Council.

Councillor Kimitri declared a personal interest as a property owner in respect of Barcode Youth Café.


	457.






457.1



457.2


457.3
	To approve the accuracy of the Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 23rd November 2009 and the Extraordinary Meeting of the Town Council held on 21st December 2009 and 4th January 2010

PROPOSED: Councillor Mrs. Willis
SECONDED: Councillor Mrs. Pepperall

RESOLVED: That the Minutes of 23rd November 2009 be amended to include Councillor Ley-Morgan’s apologies for absence (Minute 362) and accepted and signed as a true record.  

RESOLVED: That the Minutes of 21st December 2009 be amended to replace the word “wife” with “wives” (Minute 433) and be accepted and signed as a true record.  

RESOLVED: That the Minutes of 4th January 2010 be altered and re-issued to include the following amendments to Minute 437 and be accepted and signed as a true record.  
To delete (after “leave out the words...”) “purchase of Castlewood until other options have been explored” and substitute “by resisting the removal of Council operations to Clevedon” following First Amendment. And following Second Amendment to delete “so the amended motion would read” and include “and substitute”.


	458.
	To receive announcements and communications from the Town Mayor

The Town Mayor introduced and welcomed Alex Ruddock, Chairman of the Youth Council, to the meeting and advised that he was in attendance as an observer.

The Town Mayor advised that he had undertaken 56 engagements and that the Deputy Mayor had attended 3 engagements since the Town Council meeting on 23rd November 2009.


	459.
	Youth Council 

RESOLVED:  The minutes of the Youth Council Meeting held on 3rd December 2009 were received and noted.


	460.
	Setting of Precept 

The Leader of the Council announced his pleasure in presenting a 0% increase in the Council’s budget which had been widely consulted upon and represented many months of hard work by the finance team.  It was highlighted that, without grant aid, a 0% increase would not have been possible and he tasked officers to identify and pursue further grant aid opportunities in order to reduce costs to the taxpayer.

Debate ensued.

PROPOSED: Councillor Horler
SECONDED: Councillor Porter

VOTE: 20 for and 0 against, with 4 abstentions.
	
RESOLVED: To approve an Annual Precept of £1,176,234.00 and approve the Council’s Budget for the year 2010/2011.


	461.
	Earmarked Reserves 2010/2011

The Responsible Finance Officer was invited to comment and stated that the breakdown included the plans for the Blakehay Theatre and other projects as identified in the circulated document.

PROPOSED: Councillor Horler
SECONDED: Councillor Porter


RESOLVED: To approve the identified earmarked reserves, totalling £131,200.00  for the year 2010/2011.


	462.
















462.1
462.2
462.3

462.4
	To approve the Blakehay Refurbishment Scheme

A report circulated with the agenda was noted; the Town Clerk providing a verbal overview and commending the scheme to Members.

Councillor Horler advised of the hard work and commitment put in by the User Groups, Members and Officers.

Concerns were raised as to the possibility of escalated expenditure in relation to the “foul drains”.  The Town Clerk advised that a contingency sum had been ring-fenced within the budget put forward by S J Surveyors Ltd. 

PROPOSED: Councillor Horler
SECONDED: Councillor Porter

RESOLVED:  

1. To approve the proposals submitted.
2. That the Town Clerk be authorised to seek tenders for the work.
3. That the Policy and Finance Committee be authorised to manage the implementation of the project.
4. That a planning application be made for a signboard as reported.


	463.














463.1





463.2



463.3



463.4




	North Somerset Draft Housing Strategy Consultation 2010 – 2026

The Town Clerk’s report was received and noted.

The Town Clerk advised that this was the second phase of the consultation.  

Councillor Mrs. Willis highlighted that North Somerset Council were facilitating a drop in session at the Town Hall on 21st January 2010 and that the consultation period had been extended.

PROPOSED: Councillor Horler
SECONDED: Councillor Mrs. Priestman

RESOLVED: 

1. That Weston-super-Mare Town Council would like a specific and clear reference in the strategy to the need to work to bring empty Town Centre properties, such as flats above shops, into re-use. (This request was made in the Town Council’s response to the consultation in September/October 2009 but does not appear to have been expressly included.)
2. That Weston-super-Mare Town Council would like a specific and clear reference in the strategy to the need to increase the number and percentage of rented social housing units available in the area, not just general references to social or affordable housing.
3. That Weston-super-Mare Town Council wishes the strategy to specifically and expressly address the need to provide suitable facilities and properties to meet the needs of disabled people, such as wider garages than standard.

4. That Weston-super-Mare Town Council wishes the strategy to specifically and expressly incorporate a requirement for gardens to be of sufficient size to (meet the needs of families).

The Town Clerk was to action accordingly.


	464.





















464.1


464.2
	To consider a Consultation Document on Dog Control Orders (Uphill) 
	
A proposal consultation document had been circulated and was considered.

The local Ward Councillors advised of ongoing issues relating to cattle on Uphill Hill and that opinion was split between dog owners and non-dog-owners.

Councillor Canniford proposed and Councillor Keating seconded:

“That the Town Council should not support the Order as it was an over-reaction and unenforceable.”

Members reiterated that enforcement was an issue and that North Somerset Council should consult with the Uphill Village Society and Uphill residents to give them the opportunity to comment. Councillors Canniford and Keating agreed to withdraw their proposal.

PROPOSED:  Councillor Mrs. Willis
SECONDED: Councillor Ley-Morgan

RESOLVED: 

1. That The Town Council supports the reasoning behind the need for these orders but has concerns as to how a proposed order can be enforced.

2. That North Somerset Council should consult with the Uphill Village Society and Uphill residents so that they be given good opportunity to comment on the proposals.


	
	
There being no further business, the Town Mayor closed the meeting at 8.10 p.m.

Signed: .....................................................		Dated: ..................................
	Town Mayor
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