Town Council 15.03.10			
WESTON-SUPER-MARE TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE TOWN HALL ON
MONDAY 15TH MARCH 2010

Meeting Commenced: 7.00 p.m.					Meeting Concluded: 8.26 p.m.		  		

PRESENT: Councillors Dr. Kellaway-Marriott (Town Mayor), Bunn, Canniford, Cleland, Collins, Havill, Hitchins, Mrs. Holder, Horler, Mrs. How, Mrs. Howell, C. Howell, Judd, Keating, Kimitri, King, Ley-Morgan, Morris, Parker, Mrs. Pilgrim, Porter, Mrs. Priestman, Purnell, Mrs. Warwick and Mrs. Willis.

IN ATTENDANCE:  Malcolm Nicholson (Town Clerk), Samantha Middlemiss (Committee Officer), Sarah Pearse (Responsible Financial Officer), Alison House (Town Clerk’s Secretary), Julie Smith (Administrative Assistant), Alex Ruddock (Youth Council Chairperson), Reverend Monsignor Canon Gabriel Leyden (Town Mayor’s Chaplain), Max Wilkinson (Weston & Somerset Mercury), Brian Austin (Local Historian), Howard Smith (Local Parishioner), Martha Perriam (Local Parishioner).

The Town Mayor invited his Chaplain, Reverend Monsignor Canon Gabriel Leyden, to say prayers.

Prior to the commencement of the meeting, Brian Austin, a local historian and Parishioner, addressed the meeting and expressed his grave concerns regarding the proposed move of the existing North Somerset Museum to the Winter Gardens which would, in effect, be its closure.

Councillors Canniford, Keating, C. Howell and Mrs. Howell joined the meeting at 7.03 p.m. 

Councillor Mrs. How joined the meeting at 7.06 p.m.

Howard Smith, a Parishioner of the town addressed the meeting and echoed the concerns of the proposed closure of the Museum which is important for research as well as an attraction.

Martha Perriam, a Parishioner of the town, addressed the meeting and expressed her concern over the lack of consultation carried out by North Somerset Council in relation to the Museum.

	534.
	Apologies for Absence

Received from Councillors Webb, Heard, Darke and Edwards.

The Town Clerk reported that Councillor Edwards had contacted him that day, explaining that he had to attend a practice meeting at his surgery where he was the Practice Manager and, therefore, was unable to attend the meeting. The Town Clerk informed that the practice meetings often clashed with the Town Council meetings and this was the reason for absence. The Town Clerk indicated to Councillors that they were requested to approve the reason for Councillor Edwards’s absence to avoid a vacancy arising under the six-month rule.

Brian Austin left the meeting at 7.18 p.m. 

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Porter
SECONDED BY: Councillor Mrs. Willis
RESOLVED: That the reason for absence of Councillor Edwards be approved.

Councillor Canniford apologised for his Party being late.


	535.
	Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest received at this point.


	536.











536.1


536.2
	To approve the accuracy of the Minutes of the Town Council Meetings held on 21st December 2009/4th January 2010 and 18th January 2010  (previously circulated)

The Town Mayor informed the meeting that the minutes of Town Council Meeting held on 21st December 2009/4th January 2010 had already been approved by Council and that the reissued minutes were just for noting.

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Mrs. Priestman
SECONDED BY: Councillor Bunn

RESOLVED: 

1)  That the minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 21st December 2009/4th January 2010 be noted.

2) That the minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 18th January 2010 be approved.


	537.
	To receive announcements and communications from the Town Mayor

The Town Mayor reported that he had carried out 69 engagements since the last Town Council meeting and that the total number of engagements attended to date was 524.

The Town Mayor reported on the very enjoyable evening had by all at the Mayor’s Charity Ball on 13th March 2010 and thanked everyone who had supported and attended the event.


	538.
	Youth Council

The Town Mayor introduced and invited Alex Ruddock, the Youth Council Chairperson to address the meeting with a brief report of the Youth Council’s business. 
The Town Mayor and Councillors thanked Alex for his report.

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Youth Council Meeting held on 14th January 2010 be received.


	539.
	Designation of Town Mayor Elect for 2010/2011

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Hitchins
SECONDED BY: Councillor Porter

UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED: That Councillor Judd be designated Town Mayor Elect for 2010/2011.


Councillor Judd thanked Councillors for his designation and was honoured to accept the position of Town Mayor Elect and pledged that he would fulfil the position of Town Mayor to the best of his ability.


	540.
	Designation of Deputy Town Mayor Elect for 2010/2011

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Collins 
SECONDED BY: Councillor Bunn

To designate Councillor Mrs. Holder as Deputy Town Mayor Elect for 2010/2011.

It was then further 

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Parker
SECONDED BY: Councillor Mrs. Warwick

To designate Councillor King as Deputy Town Mayor Elect for 2010/2011.

The two proposals were voted upon and it was 

RESOLVED: That Councillor Mrs Holder be designated Deputy Town Mayor Elect for 2010/2011.

Councillor Mrs. Holder thanked Councillors for her designation and pledged that she would fulfil the position of Deputy Town Mayor to the best of her ability.


	541.




541.1








541.2
	Election of Leader of the Town Council and Deputy Leader of the Town Council

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Morris
SECONDED BY: Councillor Mrs. Willis

UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED: That Councillor Mrs. Priestman be elected Leader of the Town Council.

Councillor Mrs. Priestman thanked Councillors for her designation and pledged that she would fulfil the position of Leader of the Town Council to the best of her ability.

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Kimitri
SECONDED BY: Councillor Bunn

UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED: That Councillor Darke be elected Deputy Leader of the Town Council.

Councillor Mrs. Priestman informed the meetingthat Councillor Darke had indicated that, should he be elected as Deputy Leader of the Town Council, he would wish to thank Councillors for his designation.


	542.






	Changes to Committee Memberships 

Councillor Mrs. Priestman reported that Councillor Horler had stood down from both the Policy and Finance Committee and Expenditure and Governance Working Party with immediate effect. 

Councillor Morris would fill the position on the Expenditure and Governance Working Party and there was now a Conservative vacancy on the Policy and Finance Committee.

Councillor Canniford reported that Councillor C. Howell had stood down from both the Youth Council and the Community Services Committee and that Councillor Mrs. Howell would fill the position on the Community Services Committee.

Councillor C. Howell wished to take a position on the Policy and Finance Committee.

Councillor Parker reported that he had stood down from the Blakehay Management Sub Committee and that Councillor King would fill the position. 

Councillors Collins and Morris, at this point in the meeting, expressed their thanks to Councillor Horler for his time and effort as Leader of the Council. This was recognised and echoed by the meeting.

RESOLVED: That the changes to Committee memberships be approved.


	543.
	Calendar of Committee Meeting Dates 2010/2011

The draft calendar of meeting dates had been circulated?.

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Mrs. Priestman 
SECONDED BY: Councillor Morris

RESOLVED: That the calendar of Committee Meeting Dates 2010/2011 be approved. 


	544.
	Revised Earmarked Reserves  2010/2011

The Responsible Financial Officer’s report was circulated at the meeting.

The Responsible Financial Officer presented her report to the meeting and indicated the three additions to the report, since the Policy and Finance Committee meeting on 15th February 2010, which were Grit Bins, Milton Road Cemetery public toilets and Milton Road Chapel – Heritage Lottery Fund Project.

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Mrs. Priestman 
SECONDED BY: Councillor Morris

RESOLVED: That the Revised Earmarked Reserves 2010/2011be approved. 
 
At this point in the meeting, the Town Mayor was asked to announce that Barcode Youth Café was hosting a Salsa Evening on Sunday 11th April 2010 7.30 p.m. – 9.30 p.m. Tickets were £5 and available from Barcode or Grove House. Also that all Councillors were welcome to attend the Barcode Open Morning on Saturday 10th April 2010 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. 


	545.
	Risk Register 2009/2010

The Responsible Financial Officer’s report had been circulated with the agenda and there were four accompanying reports circulated at the meeting with risk assessments for the following:

Milton Road Cemetery - Cremated Remains Plot 2009/2010
Milton Road Cemetery – Chapel Repairs (HLF) 2009/2010
Blakehay Refurbishment 2009/2010
Water Play Park 2009/2010

The Responsible Financial Officer informed the meeting that most of the Town Council risks were marked as low. It was noted that there were omissions and arithmetical errors on the spreadsheets but the individual risk values themselves were correct.

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Mrs. Priestman 
SECONDED BY: Councillor Morris

RESOLVED: That, with the correction of the omissions and arithmetical errors and the replacement of the word “Theatre” by “Park” on page 3 of the Water Play Park risk assessment form, all risk assessments be approved.


	546.
	To approve the Annual Governance Statement 2009/2010

The Annual Governance Statement 2009/2010 was circulated at the meeting.

Clarification was sought on whether this statement had been put before Councillors previously, as they could not be expected to approve a document which they had only just received.

The Responsible Financial Officer informed the meeting that the document was the same as in previous years, just with different dates and the insertions of 5.3, 5.4 and 5.5 in the document.

The Town Clerk apologised to the meeting for the late provision of accompanying reports and explained that there had been exceptional circumstances which delayed the Responsible Financial Officer generating reports for the meeting and that this would be worked on to avoid recurrence.

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Mrs. Priestman 
SECONDED BY: Councillor Morris

RESOLVED: That the Annual Governance Statement 2009/2010 be approved.


	547.























547.1


547.2



547.3


547.4
	Milton Road Cemetery

The Town Clerk’s report on a proposed additional cremated remains section had been previously circulated with the agenda.

The Town Clerk reported that this could be a very exciting project and that the provision for the proposal was in the Town Council’s budget. A map of the proposed new garden was attached to the report.


The Town Clerk recommended to the meeting that they approve the three points outlined in his report. Point three of the report asked for the Council to decide upon a name for the area and two suggestions were indicated in the report. Debate ensued.

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Mrs. Priestman 
SECONDED BY: Councillor Morris

with an amendment to the proposal proposed by Councillor Canniford and seconded by Councillor Parker that the Town Council agree in principle that a children’s area be built into the plans in the same area, which the Proposer and Seconder agreed to incorporate this in their proposal.

RESOLVED:

1)  That the proposals for the additional cremated remains section be approved and tenders be sought for the hard landscaping work.

2) That the Community Services Committee be authorised to manage the further implementation of the project with authority given to the Town Clerk, in consultation with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Committee, to approve the final plans.

3) That the name for the new section to be included with the future advertising and marketing would be “The Memorial Garden”. 

4) That the Town Council agree in principle that a children’s area be built into the plans in the same area.


	548.
	Armed Forces Day

The Deputy Town Mayor’s report had been previously circulated with the agenda.

The Deputy Town Mayor presented his report and confirmed additional participation from the Royal Marines, who would be conducting a Gun Run field display, and that there would be a Spitfire flypast display on the Sunday. There would also be two school competitions run in conjunction with the event to determine the design for the event posters and “Who is your Hero?”.

RESOLVED: That the report be received. 


	549.





















549.1



549.2
	North Somerset Museum

Councillor Mrs. Priestman thanked Brian Austin, Howard Smith and Martha Perriam for addressing the meeting so eloquently in relation to this agenda item and assured them that their views had been taken on board by the Town Council. 
Councillors considered that North Somerset Council should be asked to defer any decision on the Museum to allow time to explore the option of transferring the existing Museum to the Town Council in order to permanently preserve its buildings, contents and collections for posterity. Before the proposal was put to the vote, Councillor Cleland was invited to address the meeting and reported that there were approximately 75,000 articles currently housed in the Museum but only 21,000 might be preserved. 

Councillor Canniford commended the efforts of the Friends of the Museum in organising the recent meeting held at the Blakehay Theatre which was extremely well supported by the public. Councillor Canniford then requested the Town Council to explore the need for a Service Level Agreement.

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Mrs. Priestman 
SECONDED BY: Councillor Morris

UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED: That 

1) North Somerset Council be asked to defer any decision on the Museum to allow time to explore the option of transferring the existing Museum to the Town Council in order to permanently preserve its buildings, contents and collections for posterity.

2) The Town Council explore the need for a Service Level Agreement.

During discussion under this item, the Town Mayor declared a personal interest as a member of the Friends of the Museum.


	
	
There being no further business, the Town Mayor closed the meeting at 8.26 p.m.

Signed: .....................................................		Dated: ..................................
	Town Mayor
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