Community Services Committee 6th April 2010
AMMENDED MINUTE NUMBERS




WESTON-SUPER-MARE TOWN COUNCIL
COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE
MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 6TH APRIL 2010
AT GROVE HOUSE
Meeting Commenced: 7.01 p.m.


Meeting Concluded: 9.00 p.m.
PRESENT: Councillors Webb (Chairman), Cleland, Havill, Mrs. Howell, Judd, Porter, Mrs. Priestman and Mrs. Willis .
IN ATTENDANCE: Malcolm Nicholson (Town Clerk), Sarah Pearse (Responsible Financial Officer) Theresa Donald (Amenities Officer) Helen Morton (Finance Assistant), Paul McEerlean (Head Groundsman) and Jo Williams (Temporary Community & Leisure Officer).
	1.
	Public Participation

Mr John Wyatt addressed the Committee in support of the application for grant by C.H.A.T.


	2.

	Apologies for Absence
Received from Councillors Hitchins and Parry.



	3.
	Declarations of Interest
Councillor Judd recorded a prejudicial interest in item 5 (grant application by 290 squadron) as a member of the civilian committee of 290 squadron.
Councillor Mrs Willis recorded a prejudicial interest in item 5 (grant application by C.H.A.T.) as a trustee of C.H.A.T.
Councillor Cleland recorded a prejudicial interest in item 5 (grant application by C.H.A.T) as a member of the board of C.H.A.T.



	4.
	Minutes of the previous Community Services Committee                   Meeting held on the 8th February 2010
RESOLVED: That the minutes be accepted and signed as a true record.


	5.
5.1

5.2

5.3
	Park Place Development Update
The reports were circulated at the meeting.

David Halford, Project Manager, explained that there was a need to consider four options for the grassing of the most heavily used areas of the Park. These were (1) grass stabilisation matting, (2) turf, (3) astro turf or (4) seed. In addition there were options to be considered for either improvement or replacement of the kiosk and whether any provision of toilets was required.

Debate ensued. Some members felt that the issue of the grassed areas should have been flagged up earlier. The Project Manager said that the delay in the start of the development from the autumn to the spring season was the reason that the issue of grassing had arisen.

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Mrs Priestman
SECONDED BY: Councillor Mrs Willis
RESOLVED: 
1. That option 2 be selected, the installation of turf rather than grass seed at an additional cost to that included within the agreed contract, this overspend would need to be covered from General reserves as there is no other budget provision within the 2010 / 2011 agreed budget.
2. That signage to the nearest public toilets, in yards, be provided,
3. That the issue of the kiosk be deferred and delegated to the Town Clerk to determine in consultation with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman.


	6.
	Park Place Kiosk
A report from the Expenditure and Governance Working Party was circulated with the agenda.

The Town Clerk expressed his support for the recommendation of the Working Party. Members agreed that expressions of interest should be sought for the letting of the kiosk as a concession for three years.
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Mrs Willis 
SECONDED BY: Councillor Mrs Priestman

RESOLVED: That expressions of interest be sought with a view to letting the kiosk as a concession for three years.


	7.
	Park Place Water Play Area
A report from the Development Officer was circulated with the agenda.
RESOLVED: That the report be noted.



	8.
	Notes of the Weston in Bloom Meetings:
· Notes of 26th January 2010 and 23rd February 2010 (previously circulated)

RESOLVED: That the Notes be received.


	9.
9.1

9.2

9.3

9.4

9.5

9.6

9.7

9.8

9.9

9.10

9.11

9.12


	Grant Applications
The Finance Assistant’s report had been previously circulated with the agenda.
The Responsible Financial Officer informed the committee that the power under which future grants are awarded would now need to be included within the minutes and that the committee would receive a copy of these powers for use at future meetings.  It was also requested that the committee provided a reason for declining applications to enable adequate correspondence to be sent to the applicant for their information and future reference.
The following resolutions were agreed:

RESOLVED:  That the Responsible Financial Officer’s comments were noted and implemented with immediate effect.
Rotary Club of WSM
RESOLVED: That this application be awarded £500.00 – Grant awarded under Local Government Act 1972 – section 137.
Relatives Social/Support Alzheimers

RESOLVED: That this application be awarded £200.00 -. Grant awarded under Local Government Act 1972 – section 137.

Councillor Judd declared a Prejudicial Interest as above and left the room before consideration of the item.

290 (WsM) Squadron

Councillors expressed concern that they could not deal with this application when no accounts had been received.
RESOLVED: To defer consideration of the item until full accounts had been received from the applicant before passing to the Youth Council for their consideration as it would be awarded from the Youth Grants Budget.
Councillor Judd re- joined the meeting. 
Weston and North Somerset DIAL

Councillors agreed that it was inappropriate to give a grant less than a year after a previous grant had been given to the same organisation for a similar purpose as per the Councils Grant Guidelines / Criterion  – (3).
RESOLVED: That no grant be awarded on this application.

Somewhere to Go

Councillors considered that the cost was high for a door entry system and that the application did not prove the need for a new system.

RESOLVED: That no grant be awarded on this application.
Preanes Green Residents Association

The Committee considered that this organisation had already been supported by the Council and noted its relatively large bank balance. Councillors also considered more cost effective means of publicity were available.

RESOLVED: That no grant be awarded on this application.

Weston University of the Third Age

The Committee considered that this organisation is already supported through discounted hire rates at the Blakehay Theatre and noted its relatively large bank balance. 
RESOLVED: That no grant be awarded on this application.
The Lighthouse of Weston

RESOLVED: That this application be awarded £500.00. - Grant awarded under Local Government Act 1972 – section 137.
C.H.A.T.

RESOLVED: That this application be awarded £1,000.00 – Grant awarded under the Crime Prevention function – Local Government and Rating Act 1997, s.31.
Avon Wildlife Trust 
The Committee noted that the project is not specific to Weston-super-Mare and felt there was insufficient direct benefit to residents of the town.

RESOLVED: That no grant be awarded on this application.
Mead Vale and District Community Association

Councillors felt unclear as to what the grant money, if awarded, would specifically be used for.
RESOLVED: To defer consideration of the item for further information.

Scarecrow Group

RESOLVED: That this application be awarded £100.00 - Grant awarded under Local Government Act 1972 – section 137.



	10.
	Community and Leisure

The Community and Leisure officer’s report had been previously circulated with the agenda.
In answer to a question, the Responsible Financial officer said that the project to refurbish bus shelters through the Probation Service had not gone ahead as originally agreed. Councillor Porter was not happy that local officers of the Probation Service had not taken this forward and said that it was a matter of principle to involve offenders in this type of work.
RESOLVED: That if necessary officers should take the matter to the regional head of the Probation Service and that Councillor Porter would provide a contact name for officers’ use.

In answer to a question from Councillor Priestman, members were advised that a meeting had been set up for Thursday with the manager of the Co-operative in Worle to discuss re-siting the notice board in Worle High Street.

It was noted that a request had been received for the Town Council to support the Worle Traders Association in organising a community event in Worle on either the 7th, 14th, or 21st August.
Councillor Porter recorded a personal interest in this item as a trustee of Worle Village Club.

At the request of the Chairman the Responsible Financial Officer suggested that the issue of re-opening the Bourneville Allotments be referred to Policy and Finance Committee as there was not a specific agenda item for this.
The Town Clerk reminded Councillors of the recommendation in the report regarding the Community Show on June 26th and 27th.
RESOLVED: That a small Working Group of Councillor Mrs. Priestman, Councillor Mrs. Willis and relevant officers be set up to meet frequently from early May to finalise arrangements for the Community Show on June 26th and 27th.


	11.
	Armed Forces Day
Councillor Judd reported on progress with the Armed Forces Show. It was hoped that the Lord Lieutenant of Somerset would be in attendance on one day and that the High Sheriff would be in attendance on the alternative day, and a programme of events for the arena was now well advanced to include a field gun team. 

He further reported that funding had been received to enable the launch of the Heroes’ Welcome scheme in Weston-super-Mare on 19th June.


	12.
	Friends of the Milton Road Cemetery Heritage Project
The Development Officer’s report had been previously circulated with the agenda.
RESOLVED: That the report be noted.



	13.
13.1

13.2
	Milton Road Cemetery – Memorial Garden
The report of the Amenities Officer had been previously circulated with the agenda. An artist’s impression was shown to the Committee.
The Committee thanked the Amenities Officer for her excellent work on this project. 

The Town Councillor had previously approved the project and had decided to create a children’s area in the Garden. Members considered that a separate children’s area would be more dignified and to avoid delay this could be created as a second phase to the project. In answer to a question, it was reported that it would cost less than £500 to get detailed plans worked up.
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Mrs Priestman
SECONDED BY: Councillor Webb

RESOLVED: 
a) That officers should proceed to implement the project as soon as possible and that plans for a separate children’s area in the immediate area adjacent to the Memorial Garden be prepared for the Committee’s approval, 
b) to note that due to budget constraints within the 2010 / 2011 budget there would be a delay in the project starting until 2011 /2012, as a result it was agreed that Grant Funding should be actively pursued via the Peoples Millions scheme as successful funding would enable the project to be started within this year.


	14.
	Memorial Bench
The report of the Amenities Officer had been previously circulated with the agenda.
RESOLVED: That approval be given for a suitable bench to be installed (at the expense of the applicant) in Ellenborough Park.


	
	There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.00 p.m.

Signed……………………………..       Dated……………………..
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